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comment 


A large part of Britain’s motor racing heritage is at stake over the 
Easter weekend, as the British Automobile Racing Club fights to 
make its traditional Easter Monday Formula 2 race meeting at 
Thruxton a financial success. 


The BARC, in various guises, is Britain’s oldest and largest 
motor racing club, and is respected throughout the sport. In 
recent years the club has found the going tough financially and is 
currently on the edge of a crisis which possibly could see the end of 
the BARC as we know it. No self-respecting motor racin 
enthusiast would want to see such a situation come about, an 
your support for the Formula 2 meeting this weekend will go a 
long way towards alleviating the problem. 


Fortune is not shining on the club at all at this time for, apart 
from the other worries, outside factors have interfered with the 
promotion of the Formula 2 race and the guaranteed finance of it. 


In putting on Britain’s only F2 race, the BARC is sticking to its 
principles of providing the very best in international racing on 
this date — and that’s something other promotors in this countr 
are not prepared to risk following previous disasters. The BARC 
is well aware of how much such a meeting costs, and had a sponsor 
lined up to help defray the expense. One mistake they did make, it 
would appear, is to sell the sponsorship with a guarantee of 
television coverage. Even though they did have an agreement 
with the BBC to show the race bic before the present 
broadcasting trouble blew up, it is always a foolish way to sell 
sponsorship. Now, of course, the BBC is very ‘“‘off” motor racing 
and will not be televising the meeting. The sponsor consequently 
has pele out, leaving the BARC (and at one point the meeting 
itself) in a perilous state. 


BARC General Manager Sidney Offord was present at 
Hockenheim last weekend to try to pursuade F2 entrants to cut 
down their sponsorship deals to acceptable BBC level (55sq. ins on 
the side of the car only, nothing on the nose). Obviously the 
sponsors wouldn't hear of it. 


The BBC has no right to adopt this high-handed, dictatorial 
attitude to motor sport. Considering their other sport coverage, it 


is so obviously, purely pees tical The BARC, for its part, has 
dible 


displayed almost incre naivety in its desparation, by asking 
the competitors even to consider such a move. Perhaps this is 
the key to all the BARC’s problems: in its valiant effort to retain 
the admirable traditions of the sport, created by the club in the 
Brooklands and Goodwood days, the BARC management has 
buried its head in the sand when it comes to the basic economics of 
pursuing such worthy principles. 


As much as the sport needs the BBC, it cannot accept a 
degrading compromise, most certainly not at this stage of the 
season, and no motor sport enthusiast would want that to happen, 
either. Also, we don’t want to see the BARC get into any deeper 
trouble due, almost directly, to the BBC’s Victorian policies. 


This is a plea to our readers to support the Thruxton meeting 
next Saturday and Monday. We genuinely believe it to be a 
tremendously exciting prospect, anyway. See you there? 


next week... 


Full report and pictures of the European Formula 2 championship 
meeting at Thruxton — Progress reports from two classic rallies, 
the East African Safari and the Circuit of Ireland — In colour, 
historic Grand Prix cars seen in action at Long Beach, California — 
Our complete round-up of all Bank Holiday sport. 


These items were correct at the time of going to press. 


cover picture 


Marlboro-McLaren mechanics at work on the M23 Formula 1 car. A 
faultless drive like James Hunt's at Silverstone last Sunday makes 
it all worthwhile. . . . Photo: David Winter. Report: page 10. 


Now the BARC falls foul of the Beeb 


Although this weekend’s Thruxton 
Formula 2 race is going to take place, 
it was close to being cancelled last 
weekend following discussions at 
Hockenheim. 

Apparently at the beginning of 
last week, the BBC informed the 
organising BARC that unless the 
competing cars restricted their 
advertising to the 1968 agreement of 
55 square inches pe decal, they 
wouldn’t televise the race as they 
had previously planned to do. 

Di M_ Records, who 
sponsoring the event, 
agreement with the BARC that they 
would only support the meeting 
providing they had a guarantee it 
would get air-time on next Monday 
afternoon’s Grandstand _ sports 

rogramme. It was plain and simple. 
No television. No pease os 

Sidney Offord, general manager of 
the BARC, arrived at Hockenheim 
on Saturday morming with a 
message plain and clear. The 
competitors would have to conform 
to the wishes of his council, who had 
instructed him the day before, and 
that was, reduce your advertising or 
don’t come. Max Mosley, managing 
director of March Engineering and 
experienced in these kind of 
situations thanks to his influencial 

osition within the Formula 1 

onstructors Association, together 
with Francois Guiter, competitions 
director of Elf Petroleum, said, quite 
simply “no way.” 

osley told us that ‘‘as a matter of 
principle, we are not going to be 


blackmailed by the BBC.”’ Guiter 
was equally adamant and offered to 
give a film of the forthcoming race 
(made by an Elf film crew) to London 
Weekend television to show at their 
leisure, hopefully the following 
weekend. 

Initially Offord said there was no 
way these terms could be adhered 
to. Without a sponsor the club 
couldn’t afford to take the risk to 
run the race. It would cost them 
£27,000 in prize and travel monies 
laid down by the FIA rulings. If the 
competitors wouldn’t agree, then the 
BARC would simply cancel the 
Formula 2 race. “I’ve got an F3 
race” said Offord. But what of the 
fine that the FIA would impose for 
cancelling the race at such short 
notice? Offord didn’t seem unduly 
worried when we spoke with him. 
However, certain parties implied 
that if the race was cancelled, they 
would do their utmost to make sure 
the FIA were particularly hard on 
the club, even though it was going 
through a difficult financial time at 
the present. 

Admittedly most of the cars that 
will be competing at Thruxton this 
weekend haven't any advertising 
that would unduly worry the BBC. 
Many of the cars have small national 
companies backing them and words 
like Scaini, Caixa, Daimon-Varley 
and Warsteiner surely can’t be taken 
as serious advertising exposure to 
the British public. Perhaps EIf, 
Marlboro, Myson, Bang & Olufsen 
and Gulf area little more commercial 


Renault’s F2 challenge 


Although regarded by Patrick Tambay (above) as far too new and still to be 

sorted, the new Renault V6-powered Martini Mk 19 F2 car made an excellent 

race debut at Hockenheim last weekend. The Renault engine (below) is 23 

kilos heavier than the previous Schnitzer BMWs used by the team in their 

se championship winning Mk 16, although the new car is, in fact, 25 kilos 
ighter. 


on the other hand. Happily, for the 
BBC’s peace of ine Durex are 
absent from Formula 2 although 
runours were rife that Ronnie 
Peterson’s car would appear with 
“Linda Lovelace sucks” emblazoned 
across its nosecone! 

Anyway, the fate of the Thruxton 
F2 race lay in the balance all 
weekend but a final decision was 
taken after a meeting between the 
leading lights in the Formula 2 
Association (who would like to 
underline the fact that they aren’t a 
self-styled offshoot of the FICA) and 
the BARC representatives, together 
with Barry Bland from Motor Race 
Consultants. , 

Thruxton would take place and the 
competing cars would not restrict 
their advertising decals at all. There 
would be serious consequences if the 
BARC refused an entry to any car 
because of its advertising, as no 
mention had been made of such an 
agreement with the BBC and the 
DJM Record sponsors in the final 
regulations. It was suggested that 
the BARC take the risk (which we 
gather amounts to around £7000) 
and run the race without the 
television coverage and DJM 
Records’ support. Various proposals 
were put forward by the F2 
Association in an effort to reach a 
satisfactory compromise although it 
has been suggested that the BARC 
should go ahead, stage the event and 
sort out their differences with the 
BBC, be it financial or otherwise, 
afterwards. This they will do. 


Brian Henton 


Henton fast 
in testing 


Although Brian Henton did not take 
the new F2 Wheatcroft to 
Hockenheim last weekend he’ll 
definitely be at Thruxton for the 
meeting over Easter. 

Following an earlier blow up there 
was little chance that the team 
would have been able to have a spare 
Holbay Abarth engine for Germany 
and rather than risk the one that 
they had, Tom Wheatcroft decided it 
would be better if they stayed at 
home to do some further testing. 

Henton did 50 laps at Snetterton 
last Thursday with no problems; the 
car was lapping near the outright 
circuit record. 


Three-race suspension for 


Following his driving error at the 
start of the Nurburgring G6 sports 
car race, held at the Hier bucering ben 
days ago, Patrick Depailler has been 
suspended by the Alpine-Renault 
team for three races. His place will 
be taken by Jacques Laffite. 

This form of the Frenchman’s 
punishment was confirmed in 
Germany at the weekend, although, 
as one prominent French racing 
official told us, it was partly Jean- 
Pierre Jabouille’s fault as well. We 
were subsequently told that the 
French Alpine-Renault team 
purposely allowed Rolf Stommelen 
to get the Martini Porsche 936 onto 
the front row alongside Depailler “‘to 
encourage the German public”. That 


Fl for Pesca? 


It was widely speculated at the 
weekend that Surtees are busy 
building a new TS19 which has been 
bought by Henri Pescarolo, the 
bearded Frenchman having obtained 
backing to return to Grand Prix 
racing. 

“We hear you’re building a third 
car’, we said to John Surtees, ‘‘for 
Space Racing to run for Henri 
Pescarolo”. 

“We are building a third chassis,” 
replied JS, ‘‘but it’s for the team to 
use as a spare. Our first priority has 
to be the new team”. 

“‘Are you building a fourth chassis 
for sale then?” 

“T didn’t say we weren’t, just that 
the third one is for the team. There’s 
a few things in the pipeline at the 
moment”. 


Depailler, Laffite steps in 


remark was enough to stop Jochen 
Mass in his tracks. 

Apparently the Alpine-Renault 
team were so confident of winning 
the race that it was decided to let 
Jabouille have the honours while 
Patrick was expected to finish 
behind him. Unfortunately, havin 
let Stommelen take the lead, 
Jabouille, on quickly repassing the 
Porsche, wasn’t as courteous as 
Depailler would have liked going into 
the North Curve. Although Depailler 
looked directly to blame for the 
ensuing accident, which eliminated 
both the French cars and ironically 
gave the race to Porsche, Jabouille 
came under attack from his team as 


RAM enter 
Villota for 
Spain 


RAM team boss John Macdonald 
confirmed at the weekend that he 
would be running Spaniard Emilio 
Villota in the Spanish Grand Prix in 
his Brabham BT42 which Damien 
Magee drove last weekend. It is 
expected that the team will be 
running their BT44s for regular 
savers Loris Kessel and Patrick 
eve. 


@ Due to be tested on Tuesday of 
this week at Silverstone was the new 
Penske PC4 conforming to the new 
Grand Prix regulations. Due out for 
the first time today (Thursday) was 
the new Ensign N175. 
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Chevrolet Monza 


one-two at IMSA Atlanta 


There was a big surprise at the third 
round of the IMSA GT 
championship at Atlanta, Georgia 
last weekend when Chevrolet 
Monzas easily took the first two 
places. Although runnin in 
different teams Al Holbert and Mike 
Keyser were both debuting the 
Horst Kwech/DeKon Engineering 
cars and they finished 5.5s apart in 
the 40 lap, 100 mile race. Holbert 
started from pole and opted to use a 
carburrated engine, which was 
giving 20bhp less but it easily 
outpaced Peter Gregg’s BMW which 
took third some 70s behind. Mike 
Brockman (Corvette), John Morton 
(Monza) and Bob  Hagestead 
(Carrera) took the other places. 
Holbert now leads the championship 
with 55pts to Gregg’s 36 and 
Keyser’s 35. 

On the same bill was the first 
round of the recently announced 
IMSA Atlantic Chatipionehip. 
Because it was so soon after the 
announcement of the series IMSA 
didn’t expect too much support for 
the 100 miles race but nevertheless 
they got 40 entries of which 37 
started. The young Canadian Gillies 


Corvette for 
Le Mans 


The initial entry list for Le Mans 24 
Hours on June 12/13 shows a con- 
siderable variation in cars, but 
pea some ultra competitive ones. 
The battle between G5 and G6 
should be considerable for in G6 
there are the two ex-Gulf Mirages, 
plus a Gelo Mirage and a number of 
other 3-litre cars including an Alpine- 
Renault, Alain de Cadenet’s Lola, 
two Jost Racing turbo Porches and a 
couple of Cheetahs. In G5 there are 
two Turbos from Martini Porsche, 
the Erwin Kremer car and then six 
BMW 3.0 CSLs, three from the 
works and Hermetite’s. There are 
naturally various other Porsche 
Turbos, plus a Lancia Stratos Turbo 
from Aseptogyl. 

Heading the entry, not un- 
naturally, is the Inaltera team who 
have entered this race only to win, 
while the idea of bringing over IMSA 
and NASCAR cars sees only one real 
excitement and that is that the Bat- 
mobile is coming to Europe. Yes, 
John Greenwood’s superb Chevrolet 
Corvette is down on the entry list, 
but there are no specified stockers, 


although two entries have been 
taken, but by the _ sponsors, 
NASCAR Winston. 


No drivers have been named for 
specific teams, but among those said 
to be taking part are Derek Bell, 
Jean-Pierre Beltoise, Chris Craft, 
John Fitzpatrick, John Greenwood, 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille, Jean-Pierre 
Jaussaud, Arturo Merzario, 
Francois Migault, Henri Pescarolo, 
Sam Posey, Brian Redman, Vern. 
Schuppan, Rolf Stommelen and Tom 
Walkinshaw. 


@ Last year’s Le Mans winning 
Gulf, which is now the property of 
American Harley Klaxton, will be 
painted in American national stars 
and stripes colours when it re- 
appears at Le Mans this year in the 
hands of Derek Bell. 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL 15, 1976 


Villeneuve in the Ray Wardell run 
Ecurie Canada March 76B was the 
eventual winner after starting the 
final from pole position. Tom 
Pumpelli (March 76B) took pole 
position and won the other heat. He 
also led the final initially before 
spinning while under pressure from 
Villeneuve. The latter inherited a 
comfortable lead which he spun 
almost away. Pumpelli challenged 
him all the way to the end only to 
spin on the last lap. However he still 
retained second place from Bobby 
Brown’s new Chevron B34. Tom 
Klausler (Lola) held the place for 
most of the race before fuel feed 
proklems dropped him to eighth. 
obby Rahal, who had qualified 
second quickest in his Doug 
Shierson March 76B, started the 
final at the back following a heat 
blow up, but worked up to take third 
only to have the throttle cable break. 
Fourth place went to Tom Bagley 
(Opert Chevron B34) from Don 
Breidenbach (March 76B), Carl 
Liebech (Chevron B29) and Cliff 
Hanson (Shierson March 76B). 


Bill Brack was never in the hunt_ 


with his very new Chevron B34, 


G5/6 changes 


Top officials of the Porsche Competi- 
tions department met with FIA 
representatives at Hockenheim last 
Sunday to sort out eligibility 
problems in the current G5 and G6 
sports car championships. 

’The outcome basically was that 
the Turbo Alpine will be allowed to 
run unchanged except that it must 
run on smaller tyres although the 
rims can stay the same. 

Porsche themselves have got to 
change the rear wing and airbox on 
their 936 which made its debut at the 
Nurburgring. Following this ruling 
Porsche said that they will be 
contesting the majority of the G6 
championship races this season and 
that Jochen Mass/Jacky Ickx will be 
at Monza. 

Porsche have also been told to 
modify their G5 car bodywork which 
may also entail the use of a smaller 
turbocharger after the next round at 
Silverstone (May 9) but Gee the 
have confirmed that they wi 
contest the whole championship. 


Edwards Fl 
sponsorship 


Although Guy Edwards’ Hesketh 


3808B (the historic Zandvoort 
winning chassis) was virgin white 
throughout his Fl return at 


Silverstone last weekend one of the 
daily papers had a ‘scoop’ on the 
car’s sponsors on Saturday and then 
went on to describe Guy as a 
‘mediocre’ driver. 
Although full details will be 
announced at the end of month we 
can say that when Edwards makes 
his actual Grand Prix return (at 
Zolder) the car will be in the colours 
of Penthouse and Rizla, the roll your 
own cigarette paper manufacturers. 
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Fl variati 


ons on a new theme 


Larry Perkins (above) gave the revised Dutch HB Bewaking Boro (née Ensign 
N175) Grand Prix car its first run at Zandvoort last week. The car, with the 
new regulation airbox, makes its debut at the Spanish GP next month. Jody 
Scheckter (below) also tried his F1 Tyrrell 007 at Silverstone last weekend 


with new-style jet engine like airboxes. 


Briefly 


@ Following his disqualification 
from the grid of the Daytona 24hrs 
A. J. Foyt has fallen out with the 
NASCAR authorities and he won’t 
be doing any more of the major 
events this year. His Chevelle has 
been taken over by Donnie Allison. 


® After missing a season of US 
F5000 last year Sam Posey will be 
back again this year in one of Jack 
McCormack’s Talons under the 
banner of Celebrity Racing which is 
formed by a consortium of southern 
Californian doctors. McCormack, a 
long time friend and mechanic for 
Posey, is hoping to have a 
completely new car ready by mid- 
season. 


@ Although Jochen Mass didn’t 
have a very happy time with the 
Lancia-engined March at Hocken- 
heim last weekend, he was at least 
able to demonstrate to the 
thousands of spectating Germans 
the G5 Porsche Carrera Turbo. 


@ The SCCA/USAC F5000 series 
is now beginning to look much 
brighter. So far eight races have 
been confirmed by the clubs the 
latest being a second Elkhart Lake 
date on August 29. This will take the 
shape of a handicap race with the 
seeding based on previous 1976 
races. It is also expected that two 
further dates will be added. 


@ Non-appearances at Hocken- 
heim’s Formula 2 race last weekend 
were Brian Henton’s Abarth-engined 
Wheatcroft plus Brian Lewis’s 
Boxer for Tony Rouff and John 
Nicholson’s ex-Ron Dennis March 
752. 


@ Frenchman Michel  Leclere, 
admittedly only a part-time member 
of the Frank Williams Grand Prix 
team, tested the Williams FWO5 F1 
car last week. He told us that 
rogress was still being made and 
Roped to drive the car again this 
week, prior to his F2 commitment at 
Thruxton this weekend. 


@ The fastest laps by individual 
competitors during the Graham Hill 
International Trophy last weekend 
were: 


James Hunt, 1m 18.81s (lap 28)*; Vittorio 
Brambilla, 1m 19.03s (lap 11)*; Jody Sheckter, 1m 
19.56s (lap 21)*; Tom Pryce, 1m 19.79s (lap 37)*; 
Gunnar Nilsson, 1m 19.83s (lap 30)*; Jean-Pierre 
Jarier, 1m 19.885 (lap 37)*; Alan Jones, 1m 
20.13s (lap 29)"; Mario Andretti, 1m 20.46s (lap 
36)*; Giancarlo Martini, 1m 20.58s (lap 31)*; 
Patrick Neve, 1m 20.78s (lap 32)*; Carlos Pace, 
1m 20.90s, (lap 15)*; Jacky Ickx, 1m 21.32s (lap 
13); Lorris Kessel, 1m 21.76s (lap 29); Damien 
Magee, 1m 22.0s (lap 14); Guy Edwards, 1m 
23.19s (lap 11); Brian McGuire, 1m 24.26s (lap 
22). 


* Equals or betters the old lap record. 


@ Fastest individual laps in last 
Sunday’s Hockenheim F2 race were: 


Hans Stuck (lap 12), 1m 59.8s; Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille, (lap 8), 2m 00.6s; Maurizio Flammini 
(lap 10), 2m 00.9s; Ingo Hoffman (lap 12), 2m 
Q1.4s; Michel Leclere (lap 5), 2m 01.6s; Alberto 
Colombo (lap 7), 2m 01.9s; Rene Arnoux (lap 6), 
2m 02.3s; Patrick Tambay (lap 35), 2m 02.5s; Willi 
Deutsch (lap 38), 2m 03.4s; Jean-Pierre Jaussaud 
lap 9), 2m 03.6s; Alesandro Pesenti-Rossi (lap 
4), 2m 03.9s; Roberto Marazzi (lap 32), 2m 04.0s; 
Harald Ertl (lap 6), 2m 04.8s; Keijo Rosberg (lap 
3), 2m 05.4s; Willi Lovato (lap 17), 2m 05.4s; 
Francois Migault (lap 9), 2m 05.5s; Helmut Bross 
(lap 13), 2m 05.5s; Hans Heyer (lap 4), 2m 05.6s; 
Juan Cochesa (lap 9), 2m 06.1s; Bernhard Wissler 
(lap 9), 2m 06.3s; “Gianfranco” (lap 38), 2m 06.4s; 
Jo Vonlathen (lap 11), 2m 06.5s; Mikko 
Kozarowitsky (lap 36), 2m 06.6s; Alex Ribeiro (lap 
6), 2m 06.8s; Ronnie Peterson (lap 1), 2m 09.5s; 
Roland Binder (lap 32), 2m 01.8s; and Gernot 
Lamby (lap 21), 2m 49.9s. 


No fewer than nine drivers were 
able to improve their ~ times 
during the race to what they had 
achieved in practice, the most 
notable being Deutsch, who lopped 
an impressive 2.9s off during the 
second heat. 


ANNES RN! - yaddlock 
Schnitzer presses for ae ee 


money from 


There was quite a surprise in store 
when the Elf-backed French 
Formula 2 teams arrived at Hocken- 
heim last weekend. Unbeknown to 
team managers Hughes de Chaunac 
(Elf Martini) and Jean Sage (Elf 
Switzerland), an unpleasant legal 
hassle was about to rear its ugly 


ead. 

Throughout last year, both teams 
ran Schnitzer prepared BMW 
engines in Formula 2. An internal 
problem regarding finance went 
unresolved at the final Vallelunga F2 
race last October and there was talk, 


certainly at that time, of serious 


differences between the parties 
involved. It was even suggested that 
the Austrian Schnitzer brothers who 
run the company had _ liquidity 
problems. 

As the arriving teams assembled 
in the Hockenheim paddock the day 
before practice (last Friday), a 
demand for unpaid bills to both 
teams (thought to be for spare parts 
over the season) was made and, if not 
paid there and then, the police were 
on hand to impound the cars. 

The sum required from Sage was 
30,000 DM (about £6750) plus a 


N 


Dave Pearson — another win. 


Dave Pearson 
takes fourth 


One of the classic NASCAR champ- 
ionship races, the Rebel 500 at 
Darlington, Carolina, took place last 
Sunday. The eighth round of the 
championship trail gave Dave 
Pearson his fourth win from five 
starts in his Purolator Mercury. 
ieee he started from the pole he 
didn’t dominate the race and at one 
pone lost a lap due to a cut tyre. 

owever a four car pile up involving 
the Allison brothers, Darell Waltrip 
and Cale Yarborough allowed him to 
catch up again and he won by five 
lengths from Buddy Baker’s Norris 
Ford Torino both drivers completing 
367 laps. Baker led 205 of the laps 
but suffered nose damage in the 
shunt. Benny Parsons was third, two 


laps down, followed by Lennie Pond’ 


and Dave Marcis. 


In sixth places unbelievably, came 


one Buck Baker. So what!? So he’s 
about 60 years old, father of Buddy 
and former champion in 1956/7 and 


twice runner up. He finished seven 
laps down driving Richard Brooks’ 


Truxmore Ford. 


The only other notable retirement 
was that of Richard Petty with an oil 


leak after 205 laps. 
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Elf teams 


further 18,000 DM (about £3675) 
from de Chaunac. Neither team 
manager, so they admitted to us 
afterwards, had that amount of 
money with them. With the evening 
drawing in and the weekend about to 
begin, it looked as if all four of the 
Renault-engined cars would be 
locked away for the weekend. 

Sage told us that in order to raise 
the money, because it had to be 
found in little over an hour late that 
afternoon, he telephoned his bank 
manager in Switzerland and had the 
required amount taken to Zurich 
airport where Sage flew specially 
that evening to pick it up. 
Fortunately the money was 
available, according to Sage, because 
he had just sold his road car. As for 
de Chaunac, he was able to raise his 
monies “from some friendly Formula 
2 teams” already assembled in the 
paddock. Thereby his cars were 
saved from the lock and key. 

However the matter does not rest 
there, for we are reliably informed 
that both teams are going to pursue 
the matter further still and an 
involved legal confrontation looks 
likely. : 


ROC Simca 
F2 project 
looks better 


Ever since the death of Hans Funda 
at the end of 1974, the Chrysler- 
Simca Formula 2 engine projec: has, 
in all fairness, suffered through lack 
of development. The ROC team 
(Racing Organisation Course), you 
may remember, have run the engine 
in both their G6 Lola es 
types and several F2 Chevrons in 
recent seasons, with limited success. 
_But the engine project has 
continued during the winter, and 
ROC, through the guidance of Fred 
Stalder, have carried out further 
work on the engine which looked like 
producing some worthwhile results 
at Hockenheim last weekend. 

While all the interest was focused 
on the battle between the BMW and 
Renault engines, with additional 
support from the promising Hart 
420R and the unfortunate debut of 
the Lancia, Jean-Pierre Jaussaud’s 

erformance in Rivoire’s brand new 

illclimb Chevron B35 was 
particularly gratifying, even if the 
car retired from a certain fifth place 
overall with two laps to go. The 
Chrysler unit weighs 130 kilos and 
its latest stage of development has 
been the werk of Claude Houtekier. 
Modifications to the camshaft, 
pistons and con-rods, together with a 
new injection system and a reworked. 
cylinder head, have contributed 
towards a unit with a promising 
power band between 7000 and 
9400rpm (identical to the Hart 
420R), although Jauusaud was being 
a little conservative with the revs as 
the engine used in the car the whole 
weekend had done a lot of test miles. 
“We had a spare in the camion and 
pone, on reflection, we should 

ave changed it’, said Jaussaud, 


who experienced overheating 
problems in the second heat and had 
to retire near the end. 
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New F2 combinations 


Jochen Mass (top) made a return to F2 at Hockenheim driving one of the 
Project 4 March-Lancias. The German unfortunately suffered two engine 
failures and didn’t start. Hans Heyer (centre), having his first F2 race, gave 
the new ToJ and Michelin tyres a championship point while Italian Roberto. 
Marazzi (above), also having his first F2 race, eos impressively to finish 
fifth in his brand new Trivellato Chevron B35. 


Although looking very different to last year’s cars, the Italian-built Osellas 
(Giorgio Francia, above) are basically unchanged underneath their striking 
new bodywork. Bernard de Dryver (below) gave the Spanish-built Belgian- 
financed Van Hool March its first outing but failed to qualify. All these cars 
will beat Thruxton this weekend. 


The Household Cavalr 
Graham Hill tribute at Silverstone last Sunday. On the rostrum are Raymond 
Baxter (left), Sir Clive Bossom and Bette Hill. 


Lombardi’s G8 
PR Shadow Fl 
over Easter 


Lella Lombardi, the famed Tigress of 
Turin, will be making her single 
seater comeback this weekend at 
Oulton Park and Brands Hatch. 

Lella, who has not raced an open 
wheeler since being dropped from 
the March F1 team after the Brazi- 
lian Grand Prix, is to drive an F1 
Shadow in the Shellsport G8 races. 
The car is the DN1 owned by Team 
PR Reilly and raced in the last G8 
round by Richard Scott. 

Lombardi’s entry in these two 
races will help to provide a race 
within a race as there is bound to be 
a great battle of the ladies between 
her and our own Divina Galica who 
will, of course be driving her Surtees 
TS16. Although Lella is the more 
experienced of the two by a long way 
Divi, or Suicide Jockey as she’s 
known in the Brands Hatch area, 
isn’t going to give in easily: ‘I’m 
Gebermined to fry the sausage from 
Turin on Easter Monday or make 
goulash soup out of the whole field 
from trying’ she said from her 
European ski resort pre-race 
hideaway early this week. 

A further fascination will be the 
meeting of these two ladies and all 
the other top British women racing 
drivers in the Shellsport Escort race 
at Brands. Lella and Divi are both 
Lee ee experts in this class 
so it could be rather tense. 


CATCHPOLE 


\'M JUST READING ABOUT BRITISH LEYLAND. 
ITSEEMS THEY ARE IN BIG TROUBLE AGAIN... 


buglers provide the dignified foreground to the 


V8 Hexagon? 


There was much speculation at 
Silverstone that exagon of 
Highgate boss Paul Michaels is 
seriously thinking of putting a 
Cosworth DFV in the back of the ex- 
RAM V6 March F5000 chassis which 


he is currently running for Damien - 


Magee and has already asked at 
least one team about availability. 

Michaels is delighted with the 
showing of the car so far, which has 
netted 
two Shellsport G8 races and 
apparently has a hankering to have a 
car which he can run in Grands Prix 
if he wanted to. Hexagon, of course, 
sponsored John Watson’s first 
season of Grand Prix racing in a 
Brabham BT42. 

Magee would only say “I don't 
know much about it, I’m happy to 
drive whatever Paul wants me to... I 
think maybe he’d like to get back 
into Fl sometime.’ 


@ Scene: Silverstone pits, just be 
fore the start of the first F1 practice 
session, John Watson idling around 
making excuses for the Penske not 
being present. Along walks Ken 
Tyrrell. 
“Fancy a ride in the six wheeler, 
ot your helmet? Just get a telex 
om Roger (Penske) and you’reon”. 
“As a matter of fact I’ve got my 
gear. . .”” came the astonished reply. 
“Just get a telex from Roger and it’s 
yours. . .” repeated Tyrell as he 
wandered away smiling. He knows 
as well as everyone else that there’s 
no way Roger allows John to drive 
anything else, let alone a rival F1 
team’s weapon. But it was a nice 
moment. 


im a first and second in its: 


ACCORDING TO THIS PAPER THE WHOLE TROUBLE 
- THEY FEEL - 1S CAUSED BY A SMALL GROUP OF 
SUBVERSIVE TROUBLE MAKERS WHO HAVE 


sa at G5 Silverstone 


The big news for the forthcoming G5 
World Championship of Makes race 
at Silverstone on May 9 is that 
Ronnie Peterson and Hans Stuck are 
due to race in the works development 
turbocharged BMW CSL. The new 
car hasn’t been seen yet in race form, 
but initial testing with the works 
non-turbocharged BMW _ showed 
great promise. Could this be the car 
to challenge the works Martini 
Porsche of Jacky Ickx/Jochen Mass? 
That car is also entered, as is the 
other true G5 turbo Porsche of Hans 
Heyer/Bob Wollek. Vittorio 
Brambilla and Carlo Facetti have 
also been entered in the works 


Lancia Stratos which made a promi- 
sing race debut at Vallelunga. 

The non-turbocharged semi-works 
BMW CSL of Dieter 
Quester/Albrecht Krebs, Harald 
Grohs/Sam Posey/Hughes de 
Fierlandt and the Hermetite car of 
Tom Walkinshaw/John Fitzpatrick, 
as demonstrated at Silverstone last 
weekend, are also confirmed entries. 

Among the British entries are 
Stuart Graham sharing the Camaro 
seen at the circuit on Sunday with 
Reine Wisell, John Cooper/Nick 
Faure in a Turbo Porsche and Alec 
Poole/Derek McMahon in their G2 
Escort. 


F2 Ronnie | 


Despite the fact that he had a 
miserable time on race day, Ronnie 
Peterson was really quite 
enthusiastic about his return to 
Formula 2 last weekend with the 
works March team. ‘Yes, I think I 
would really like to do some more 
races,’ he said with a _ broad, 
satisfied smile. 

As far as BMW Competitions 
Director Jochen Neerpasch is 
concerned, Peterson will do some 
more races. March Engineering’s 
Max Mosley wasn’t quite so 
forthcoming, although the Swede’s 
name was mentioned in connection 
with the Thruxton race this 
weekend. However, when we went to 
press we were unable to confirm 
whether the works team was 
seriously planning on running him 
there or not. 


F1s in action 


Racegoers at Snetterton and Brands 
Hatch will have the Gppor unity this 
weekend to see locally built Formula 
One cars in action. 

On Sunday at Snetterton Gunnar 
Nilsson will demonstrate one of the 
JPS Lotus 72s. ‘It’s the only one 
they’ve got left and Peter (Warr) 
lectured me for an hour about not 
doing anything silly with it’, said 
Nilsson. 

At Brands Hatch Alan Jones will 
do some demonstration laps to show 
off his new TS19 model which, of 
course, was the sensation of the 
recent Race of Champions meeting 
at that circuit. 


RECENTLY JOINED LEVLANDS 
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H. J. Aldington 


We regret to announce the death of 
H. J. Aldington, known as ‘‘Aldy”’ to 
all Frazer-Nash owners. He started 
in the early nineteen-twenties as the 
immensely enthusiastic driver of G. 
N. cyclecars, for which he was also 
an agent. The G. N. was a fantastic 
vehicle with an air-cooled twin- 
Sigal engine, no differentials, and 
chains instead of gears. It was 
followed by the Frazer-Nash, which 
used various proprietary water- 
cooled engines but was still chain- 
driven, and of course continued to 
disdain the differential. When Archie 
Nash became involved with cranes 
and gun turrets, Aldy took over the 
manufacture of the cars, assisted by 
brothers Bill and Don. 

For a few years, the ’Nash was the 
enthusiasts’ car in races, hillclimbs 
and trials. The Chain-gang, as they 
were called, were not invariably 
successful, but while their chains 
lasted they added excitement to any 
event, motoring sideways most of 
the time, and none more sideways 
than H. J. Aldington. When he drove 
in the Alpine Trials, he was 
impressed with the BMW cars and 
became the British agent. 

After the war, the engine of the 
3828 BMW was developed and 
manufactured by Bristol, this being 
the power-unit of the post-war 
Frazer-Nash, which had a 
differential and no chains. Subse- 
quently, Aldington took over the 
Porsche agency, but his career as a 
driver was brought to a close by an 
accident that peel affected his 
eyesight. We offer our sympathy to 
his wife and to his son John, who is 
the Managing Director of Porsche 
Cars Great Britain Ltd. JVB 


By Barry Foley 


WHO ARE THEY TALKING ABouT, 
DEREK BELL AND DAVID HOBES 7 
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For the first half of the race James Hunt’s Marlboro 


Above: A proud moment. James Hunt holds aloft 


Scheckter leads the fight for third place from Pryce and Jarier on the second lap. 
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McLaren was hounded by Vittorio: Brambilla’s March, but 


SILVERSTONE F1 


Hunt’s pure perfection 


By IAN PHILLIPS Photos by DAVID WINTER 


Somehow it seems that the Silverstone International Trophy meeting belongs to James 
Hunt. His F1 record at the meeting is nearly without blemish, he’s always been the man on 
top. Last weekend at the Graham Hill Trophy race he was again the complete master. From 
the moment he took his Marlboro McLaren out on to the track he was in charge. Throughout 
practice he was comfortably fastest, while once he’d shaken off a challenge from Vittorio 
Brambilla’s March the race was always his. Lap after lap he used the same piece of road just 
never straying an inch; it was just one of those weekends most people dream about. James 
has had his critics recently but this was the perfect answer. It was an immensely satisfying 
performance to watch — a Grand Prix car being driven to perfection; whether there’s any- 
body else in the race or not it just warms the heart. 

It was apt too that James should win this race, which was run in memory of Graham Hill. 
James is a natural to fill the gap left by the sport’s much mourned ambassador and every- 
thing he did over the weekend was as the master would have done himself. Let’s hope the 
icoereny members of the popular press get off his back and let him carry out the job he does 
so well. 

Brambilla took second and Jody Scheckter third, both quite comfortably, as the real battle 
was for fourth, fifth and sixth. The Shadow drivers, Tom Pryce and Jean-Pierre Jarier, never 
actually lost fourth and fifth places but they were never more than a second or so apart and 
during the second half of the race Gunnar Nilsson showed tremendous form to chase them all 
the way in the JPS finishing barely half a second down in sixth. It was a superb performance 
from the Swede who made it very clear that he’s going to put Lotus back on the map — it 
may be sooner than his rivals care to think about. 


the Graham Hill Trophy which he received from Bette Hill. Below: With the two leaders already gone 
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Of all the early international meetings of the year 
in Britain, Silverstone’s International Trophy 
must rate as the most pleasant. It’s the oldest of 
the non-championship races (Sunday’s was the 
28th) and the one with most atmosphere. Silver- 
stone itself, of course, is Britain’s oldest post war 
circuit and even though it’s flat and featureless to 
many people, the fact that there’s plenty of room 
to spread around and you never feel penned in, 
always gives a meeting that little extra which 
makes it all worthwhile. 

Last year the Northamptonshire venue took on 
a new appearance in the start and finish area with 
the new pits complex and later the Woodcote 
chicane which, despite protestations at the time, 
ultimately did nothing but improve it. There were 
no such inovations this year — it was just plain 
good old Silverstone. 

This meeting though did have a particular 
significance in that it had been renamed the 
Graham Hill International Trophy after the great 
man who was so tragically killed last November. 
This had been made possible by two rival tobacco 
companies, John Player and Embassy, both 
sportingly getting together to jointly sponsor the 
event with additional support from long standing 
Silverstone sponsors, the Daily Express. 

The British Racing Drivers Club had done the 
same deal with the Formula 1 Constructors 
Association as Brands Hatch had a few weeks 
previously, to get their field together. In a year 
when Silverstone is not host to the Grand Prix 
and when the actual Championship schedule is 
tighter than ever, their £70,000 deal enabled them 
to assemble a representative field for what, un- 
fortunately, may be the last of the British non- 
championship races as we've grown to know and 
love. If this is the case, it’s a helluva shame but 
the sheer economic and physical problems tip the 
odds in an unfavourable nce. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


There were Biss phot tracts in the final turn 
out from the published list of entries and, even 
though nobody could really be blamed, it did not 
enhance the reputation of F1CA. The two cars 
missing were the Ferrari 312T of reigning World 
Champion Niki Lauda and the First National City 
Bank Penke of John Watson. The biggest dis- 
appointment of all was naturally the abscence of 

e Ferrari. The excuse given was that the Long 
Beach 312T cars had been delayed on their way 
back to Italy by an Alitalia freight handling 
strike in New York. Apparently the cars didn’t re- 
turn until early in the week which didn’t give the 
factory time to prepare anything for Silverstone. 
The fact that they had entered a T2, which didn’t 
go to Long Beach, pokes a few holes in the excuse. 
The T car presumably will never be used again 
anyway as the new regulations come into force for 
the next race — or is it that the T2 doesn’t work 
well enough and the factory have got to update 
the T — Cosworth powered runners keep your 
fingers crossed, in two weeks time you may be 
back in the ball park. 

The Penske non-appearance seems to have been 
something of a clerical mix up. The team say they 
were never coming, the BRDC received a nomin- 
ation from F1CA which included their name and 
although Peter MacIntosh says he tried very hard 
to pursuade them to come, he couldn’t change 
their minds. The reason was, John Watson ex- 
plained to the endless questions why, that the 
small team were too busy preparing their new car 
for Spain (and pre-race testing) as well as prepar- 
ing the existing cars to the new regulations as 
aauze. It was just one of those unfortunate 
things. 

It was a strange atmosphere among those that 
did arrive. After the rigours of Long Beach it 
seemed that everyone was taking a big deep 
breath in preparation for the upcoming strenuous 
European season. ‘It’s the best garden party I’ve 
been to for years’ was how March’s Robin Herd 
described it. That wasn’t meant to be derogatory 
for it was indeed most pleasant to find the norm- 
“, tense F1 people in a relaxed frame of mind. 

ut however relaxed they might have been in 
the paddock when the drivers were strapped in 
their projectiles and let loose on the circuit the 
whole show took on a new meaning. Whoever you 
are you cannot fail to be turned on by the sight 
and sound of a Formula 1 car being driven in 
anger; wesryegy | into view of the main grand- 
stands under the Daily Express bridge; braking 
late and hard, dropping down two gears and then 
delicately swinging into the chicane; hard on the 
ower picking a neat line through the kerbs (or 
leaping all over them as some drivers were doing) 
in fractions of a second and then holding the steer- 
ing wheel just a little bit tighter as all 480bhp 
comes in, the tyres ——— or adhesion as they 
shoot down towards Copse. The cars are probably 
in view for some 20 seconds but what you see is 
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Tom Pryce and Jean-Pierre Jarier lead Alan Jones fi 


worth savoring for a long time. It’s a sheer fight 
of man against machines — it’s fascinating and 
it’s motor racing at its very best. 

Traditionally such races as the International 
Trophy have been three day affairs but the 
£70,000 F1CA deal includes the appearance of Fl 
cars on two days only so Friday’s sessions were 
purely for the club racing men (who, unlike most 
of the F1 men, all have a living to make during the 
week and can’t always find the time to take off). 
The F1 men had two sessions on Saturday, the 
first of two hours and the second of 90 minutes. 
The track itself was dry and clean and occasion- 
ally the sun would peep out to make things that 
little bit nicer. 

The official lap record was 1m 20.9s set in last 
year’s Grand Prix but a more realistic target was 
the 1m 18.0s set by Tom Pryce in testing during 
the winter. A factor which some thought would be 
against quick times were the tyres supplied by 
Goodyear. These were the same soft compound as 
used at Brands Hatch. The Goodyear technicians 
were not quite certain what to expect from them 
as Silverstone normally requires something on 
the harder side. However, their fears were un- 
founded as the times were quick and the rubber of 
a lasting nature. 

In the absence of the Ferrari the number one 
contender had to be James Hunt, returning to his 
‘home’ track and the scene of some of his finest F1 
races, He had two Marlboro McLarens to choose 
from and in fact he needed them both. His inten- 
ded race car was fitted with new suspension 


r fourth, fifth and sixth places early on. 
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aimed at overcoming the Spanish GP regs and ex- 
tending the length of the car to retain the same 
relative position of the wing. Both cars had the 
compressed air starters. James himself was in a 
relaxed mood and driving superbly throughout. 
To the eye he didn’t look to be that fast, but then 
that’s one of the deceptive fascinations of motor 
racing. But almost from the moment he started 
driving in anger he was the quickest. The 
McLaren sat beautifully on the track, its rear end 
squat and square and putting every ounce of 
power on the tarmac, In the cockpit James unflus- 
tered and oh, so very smooth. After taking pole 
position early on in the first session his race car 
dropped a valve and he switched to the conven- 
tional spare (M23/9) and was very soon lap- 
ping that just as quickly. ‘There’s nothing be- 
tween the two, so to save any bother I’ll race the 
spare’ he said between the sessions. Quite early on 
in the second session he started to post some very 
fast — the fastest seen at the revised circuit — 
times and was soon well clear of his challengers 
with a sensational, highly polished 1m 17.91s ‘and 
now I’m off to get some lunch’ he said when there 
was still half the session left. After all the hys- 
terical rubbish that’s been written and said about 
him recently here was the true professional's per- 
fect answer. 

Second quickest virtually throughout was 
Vittorio Brambilla, the lone March entry. He was 
in fact driving Hans Stuck’s car although 
originally he was to have been in the development 
car but ‘Stuck is not exactly communicative 


Andretti, racing a Williams for the first time, about to be passed by the charging Nilsson. 
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about what’s happening so it won’t harm having 
Vit in it’. One really expected to see Robin Herd 
dispensing cream buns from a Fortnum and 
Mason hamper such was the relaxation in this pit. 
Vittorio would probably not appreciate such 
niceties though and voiced slight disapproval by 
ig gy ‘an indiscretion’ at Becketts and 
Stowe in the respective session, the latter wiping 
off the nose and precluding him from improving 
on his 1m 18.76s. 

The man who was expected to challenge for pole 
position harder than most was Tom Pryce but 
things never quite worked out for him. During the 
opening session he, like Hunt, was driving 
smoothly and quickly in the Shadow but upon en- 
tering the chicane halfway through the session a 
hare, which obviously escaped the blast of a 
BRDC members shoot during the winter (didn’t 
most of them?) decided to stroll across the road. 
The oncoming Shadow collected it in the front 
suspension. As a final act of defiance the hare 
took a chunk out of the brake pipe and Tom went 
sailing on through the catch fences. He was un- 
harmed and the car suffered but slight superficial 
damage (it was disturbing though to see the fence 
wrap itself round the car). He took the spare out 
for the rest of the session but was back in the race 
car for part two. He didn’t manage to go quite as 
fast this time before he heard a clatter from the 
engine and came in. A broken valve was diag- 
nosed and the mill (one of only seven the team 
have) was put in the tender hands of John Dunn. 
Back in the T car again Tom found it had another 
600rpm but his best remained at 1m 19.20s. When 
told that his team mate Jarier had been bouncing 
around over the kerbs and sliding wildly around 
the place Tom replied ‘Cor, I wish I could do that, 
but it’s no good on these tyres. I hope they hurry 
up and change them, I don’t want to drive 
ag wed for the rest of my career.’ 

Fourth fastest after completing just one session 
(he’s yet to do a full meeting’s 
Gunnar Nilsson in the sole JPS. This in fact was 
Bob Evans’ car, his own not repaired from its 
Long Beach horror and pees Racing not finished 
building the third tub. The car retained the out- 
board front brakes but was also fitted with 
altered and strengthened rear uprights and a ex- 
tended driver leg protection box. After some laps 
at Hethel early on Friday morning Nilsson pro- 
nounced himself fit and happy with the car. This 
wasn’t the case after three laps of the first session 
though when the gearbox exploded and he had to 
sit out the rest. However, all was ready for the 
second session and it didn’t take long, for the 
Swede to get into the groove. Although he looked 
to the outsider to sit rather awkwardly in the car 
(‘I like it that way’) he drives it with immense 
style and there were no heroics as he steadily re- 
duced his times to an impressive 1m 19.41s and an 
outside of the second row grid position. 

Jody Scheckter was one of the most spectacular 
drivers in the morning in his Tyrrell 007, but both 
his sessions were foreshortened and consequently 
the times were a little disappointing, 1m 19.70s 
being his best. He had an engine failure in the first 
session and then the exhaust broke in the second. 
He did, however, have time to try anew regulation 
airbox ‘it was useless in comparison to the current 
type’ which made the car look like something out 
of Thunderbirds. 

Undoubtedly the most spectacular man on the 
circuit, at least at the chicane, was Jean-Pierre 
Jarier in the second Shadow. All day he was 
bouncing around the kerbs and sliding all over the 
place, rarely taking the same line twice through 
the wiggle. ‘My third gear is a little too long and I 
have to brake early and so I’m going a little too 
fast through it. But if I brake late to get it smooth 
the engine goes off cam. The engine too is down on 
power. On full tanks I shall take the chicane in 
second gear, it will be okay then.” His best was 
lm 19.80s. 

Alan Jones was not his usual tidy self, especi- 
ally in the first session, in the Durex-Surtees 
TS19. To the eye it looked as though there was a 
great deal of roll at the front end but Jones put it 
succinctly: ‘‘gross understeer’’. It was somethin; 
the team didn’t really dial out during practice an 
despite Alan’s big efforts the best was only 1m 
20.12s. John Surtees, suffering from a heavy bout 
of flu, reported later that night that he thought 
he’d found a cure for it: ‘I must admit it baffled 
us, we've never had it before in this car. Probably 
because we’re a new team it’s taken us longer to 
find out than it should, but I think we’ve dis- 
covered why now”’. 

Alongside Jones on the fourth row was Carlos 
Pace in the still strikingly beautiful Martini 
Brabham-Alfa. In essence that may not appear to 
be much of a showing but in truth he only did part 
of the first session before the engine whizzed 
round to 14,000 rpm and didn’t want to go any 
more. At that point his 1m 20.24s was a very good 
time. ‘‘If I could do all the practice I’d be on the 
front row’’ mused Carlos who was quite content 
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The dice of the day was undoubtedly that between Jean-Pierre Jarier’s Shadow and Gunnar Nilsson’s 


with life. Because of air strikes in Italy no spare 
was immediately available. Another unit, Reute- 
mann’s unrebuilt Long Beach mill, had to be 
driven to Geneva and flown over to be fitted over- 
night. The only real change to the car was a new 
metering unit cam “we've got it right now”. 

Slotting comfortably and quickly into the Wolf 
Williams was Mario Andretti who had not even 
sat in the car until the first session of practice, 
which he used as a quiet settling in period. Both 
the Williams FWOb5s were on coil springs all 
round this weekend ‘we’ve haven’t abandoned 
rubber at all, we just couldn’t get the right stiff: 
ness in time”. In the second session Mario started 
to get stuck in and wound up with a 1m 20.25s. 
Next to him on the fifth row was Giancarlo 
Martini in the Everest Ferrari 312, repaired after 
its Brands accident. Martini was determined to 
make up for his previous indiscretion and 
although at times looked to be on the verge of 
going off, wound up with a 1m 20.28s which was 
accomplished in an impressive manner. And it 
doesn’t matter who’s driving, a Ferrari on full 
song rings all the right bells. 

Patrick Neve was having his second outing for 
the RAM team, which once again dominated the 
Paddock and looked very much worthy of its 
place in the circus. The cars and drivers 
performed well too, Neve working well to get 
down to 1m 20.38s in the second session having 
missed most of the first with a broken gearbox. 
His team mate Lorris Kessel looked to be quite 
in control of the situation as he worked his way 
to a 1m 20.84s before the clutch gave out. The 
lack of a really experienced technical man in the 
team meant that handling problems, a chronic 
understeer in the first session took some time to 
cure, but for such a completely new outfit they 


were doing a good job. 
Models backed Ensign 


Mo Nunn’s John Da 
team unfortunately had to bring their old N174 


JPS for fifth place seen here entering (above) and going through Cop. 
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model out again for Chris Amon, ‘‘the new one will 
be ready by Thursday”, said Mo, “but Chris took 
three seconds off the best we did with this car last 
year in a few laps and we’ve learned something 
about it we haven’t found in three years”. Amon 
himself just said: “It’s okay, just a bit slow in a 
straight line”. He set his 1m 21.1s in the second 
session after a broken exhaust pipe and delayed 
him for some time. 

Having only his second F1 race was Damien 
Magee in the third RAM car, the ex-Watson 
Ashley BT42. The ebulient Irishman was only 
told he could race at 8.30 pm on Friday and was 
looking forward to the experience with his usual 
enthusiasm. In fact he did a splendid job (limited 
to 10,000rpm) in ae down to 1m 21.32 as the 
clutch gave trouble throughout both sessions and 
the front brakes were getting too hot and boiling 
the fluid. Both problems were cured for the race 
but the team were unable to get any stiffer 
springs to cure the violent understeer so Damien, 
practical to the last, just disconnected the rear 
anti-roller bar. “It’s not quite right, you know, 
but it keeps all the wheels on the ground. It’s 
great, I’m really enjoying it’’. 

Jacky Ickx was no more impressive than of late 
in the second Williams FWO5, getting down to a 
lowly 1m 21.45s while Brett Lunger too, never 
really looked like getting in the hunt with the 
Chesterfield Surtees TS19. During the second 
session he went straight on at the chicane on one 
occasion and then, a few minutes before the end of 
the session, locked up all four wheels on a wide 
entry into Copse and slid off through the catch 
fencing at an alarming rate of knots. Momentarily 
he was knocked out but he managed to walk to 
the ambulance and went to hospital for a night for 
treatment for cuts inflicted by the wire fences — 
which was a light escape from what could have 
been something very serious. The car suffered 
only superficial damage too but John Surtees was 
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not going to let Lunger race even if he’d wanted 
to. The whole incident though was a good adver- 
tiement for catch fencing. 

On the back row was Guy Edwards in the all 
white Ex-Hunt Zandvoort winning Hesketh 308B 
which, apart from a handful of laps the previous 
Tuesday, he was driving for the first time. Guy 
was undoubtedly enjoying his return to F1 after a 
te of yas absence (his first GP will be 
Zolder) and looked much quicker than the 1m 
22.28s he was given. Initially the car was running 
19 in rear tyres which made the handling difficult; 
a switch to 18in at least enabled him to take 
Abbey flat but didn’t solve the understeer 
ew Completing the id was Brian 

cGuire’s smart ex-works Williams FW04 which 
he’d raced only once before in G8. He had a clutch 
and rear end vibration problem in the first session 
while in the second his only available engine lost 
all its power pulling just 9200 rpm on the 
straights. Nevertheless his 1m 22.65s was a very 
fine performance considering his experience, it 
being just 1s slower than the car’s best ever round 
the circuit. 

The now traditional 20 minute pre-race untimed 
session took place on Sunday enier a cloudy sky. 
The only incidents of note were Brambilla blowin, 
an engine, which upset March’s tea party, an 
Chris Amon doing the same which meant an early 
return home as Ensign had no spare. Pryce wasn’t 
happy with the engine in his race car and so all the 
settings were switched to the spare for him to 
race and Pace found the new Alfa unit running 
roughly in the mid-ranges. 


RACE 


The 16 starters came onto the grid just before 
3.30 pm, did one warm up lap and awaited the 
green light. It flashed on and James Hunt flashed 
away. That, we all thought, was that. But not so, 
thanks to Vittorio Brambilla. He spent the first 
lap working his way up to the McLaren’s gearbox 
and by the end of that first lap the two men were 
already well clear of the rest. They followed in the 
order Scheckter, Pryce, Jarier, Andretti, Jones, 
Nilsson (who'd selected fourth instead of second 
at the start), Pace, Kessel, Magee, Ickx, Martini, 
Edwards, McGuire and Neve, who stalled on the 
line and left late. 

On the second lap James broke the lap record 
for the first time, but on the next tour Brambilla 
broke that as he firmly latched on to the red and 
white car in front. The pace was blistering and 
this was going to be one helluva motor race if it 
lasted. For the first ten laps one or other of the 
drivers broke the record. As in practice James 
was the ultimate in smoothness, the McLaren 
never straying from its line. Brambilla, too, was 
neater than one might have expected and the 
white March, while seemingly more strained than 
the McLaren, looked to be in control of the situa- 
tion never being more than a second behind. They 
were at their closest around lap 13 when they 
began lapping the slower cars. Hunt normally got 
the better deal but in no time at all Vittorio was 
right back there ee him. It never came close 
enough for an overtaking manoeuvre to be on but 
it was good, tight exciting motor racing. 

By half distance, lap 20, the gap was still under 
a second but then it started to widen by a fraction 
each lap. Initially it looked like back marker 
trouble, but this time Brambilla had no answer to 
James’ speed. Was it Hunt going faster or 
Brambilla slowing? we all asked. In fact it was a 
bit of both, as James was lowering the record lap 
by + until the 28th when he left it at 1m 18.81s 
by which time he was four seconds clear. Vittorio 
though was in trouble. A vibration set in with the 
front left tyre on about lap 20 and the car began 
to understeer quite severely and ‘“‘I think is better 
to go not too fast and try to finish”, said the 
happy Italian afterwards, “I get into no trouble 
then. I could not pass James anyway”’. And finish 
he did, some 11s behind Hunt who never put a 
foot wrong. Throughout the two days his style 
was impeccable both on and off the track which 
should shut the childish newspaper critics up for 
goed and all. The message was loud and clear: 


amesHunthas no problems and will carry Britain’ 


to the fore in this year’s world championship. 
__ Third place was never really p mmeee Jody 
Scheckter took it at the start and, except for a 
few laps near half distance when Pryce closed to 
within about three seconds, he never really looked 
like losing it. ‘“‘The car felt good but the others 
were quicker than me, I don’t really know why. 
The only place I couldn’t get rig was the entry 
to the chicane but even if I had I wouldn’t have 
been able to stay with James’. He secured the 
place by about 6s at the end. 

Pryce occasionally threatened to leave his 
constant challengers and move in on Jody but 
fourth place was always his, although under 
constant pressure at all times. This was where the 
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L mpressive second-timers, Giancarlo Martini leads Patrick Neve. 


heart of the afternoon’s racing was taking place. 
His team mate Jarier was bag manga in his 
mirrors, tidier than in practice but still a little 
ragged. ‘Jumper’ though was the man who really 
had to work as initially he had Andretti and then 
Jones as close company and for the second half of 
the race a very determined Nilsson. Jones first 
deposed Andretti, who then dropped back with a 
tiresome oversteer problem. Nilsson then followed 
him for a while “I mene a lot oo that” gre 
nipping past going into Copse and setting after 
Lo-eiy didn't tame him long to elbow past the 
Durex car into the chicane whereupon he closed 
on Pryce “‘the car was okay but the engine was 
600 rpm down” and Jarier at nearly a second lap. 
Jones meanwhile dropped back as the practice 
understeer syndrome returned, only worse, and 
consequently .he became untypically ragged. 
Nilsson’s driving was the sensation of the race 
and once he tagged onto Jarier he really had to 
work for his living. On about three occasions he 
got alongside the Shadow but had the door firmly 
shut ‘that’s okay I would have done the same”. 
The Lotus was definitely ag onde’ under braking 
but, like a number of others, his left front tyre was 
going off causing severe understeer. This made 
him slower through and out of the corners thus 
losing his neveee? again; also the close 
proximity of the Shadow was renrng the Lotus 
of its downforce at the front. So unfortunately 
there was no way that he een) agen to get higher 
than sixth place but the Swede was delighted to 
have finished and it was a great morale booster to 
the whole team. Gunnar’s extra reward was the 
APG Driver of the Day award. 

Jones looked certain to hold seventh to the end 
until a fuel flap valve started sticking and 
starving the engine of petrol which allowed 
Andretti to close quickly and take the place two 
laps from home. 

ace stayed fairly close to Andretti early on 
but from half distance started to drop back with 
handling problems caused by a combination of au 


R 
V8), 17 laps, broken exhaust; Jacky Ickx 


‘off’ front tyre and the nose being worn away 
underneath. At the end he was caught 
dramatically by Martini, who went quicker and 

uicker in the race in a fairly impressive manner, 
the gap being just half a second at the end. Only 
three seconds further back was Neve, who’d 
driven really well after his loused up start and 
caught up very rapidly. His team mate Magee had 
been as high as tenth in the opening laps but spun 
to last on lap four at the chicane with the some- 
what troublesome eae car (‘Gordon Murray 
said it wasn’t good on full tanks, he was right”). 
He restarted with Neve for company and the two 
moved up in unison before Damien felt the engine 
tighten and sensibly switched off. The third RAM 
driver, Kessel, also showed well dicing with Ickx 
early on for tenth place. However, when the latter 
retired with a gearbox problem the Swiss driver’s 
pace wongee a little and he fell back to finish 
twelfth. Edwards ran in 13th place for most of his 
race but he had to quit with a broken exhaust on 
lap 17. The very down on power McGuire was 
black flagged on lap 30 for dropping oil from a 
gearbox breather pipe. 


Graham Hil Intemational ey 
Silverstone, April 11. 40 laps, 117.28 miles 
. ae _ (McLaren-Cosworth Ford M23 DFV V8), 53m 4.57s, 
58 mph, 
Oe gia Brambilla (March-Cosworth Ford 761 DFV V8), 53m 
81s. 
3, Jody Scheckter (Tyrrell-Cosworth Ford 007 DFV V8), 53m 41.94s. 
4, Tom Pryce (Shadow-Cosworth Ford DNS DFV V8), 53m 47.23s. 
ry, “imei Jarier (Shadow-Cosworth Ford DN5 DFV V8), 53m 
275. 
6, Gunnar Nilsson (JPS 77-Cosworth Ford DFV V8), 53m 48.64s. 

7, Mario Andretti (Williams-Cosworth Ford FWO5 DFV V8), 54m 
15.28s; 8, Alan Jones (Surtees-Cosworth Ford DFV V8), 54m 
33.18s; 9, Carlos Pace (Brabham-Alfa Romeo BT45 F12), 39 laps; 
10, Giancarlo Martini (Ferrari 312T F12), 39; 11, Patrick Neve 
(Brabham-Cosworth Ford BT44 DFV V8), 39; 12, Loris Kessel 
(Brabham-Cosworth Ford BT44 DFV V8), 39. 

Fastest lap: Hunt, 1m 18.81s, 133.93 woo 

etirements: Guy Edwards (Hesketh-Cosworth Ford 308B DFV 
(Williams-Cosworth Ford 
FWO5 DFV V8), 20, geerton, Damien Magee (Brabham-Cosworth 
Ford BT42 DFV V8), 23, engine; Brian McGuire (Williams-Cosworth 
Ford FW04 DFV V8), 30, black flag oil leak. 


Damien Magee was lying a good tenth during the early stages in the RAM Brabham BT42 before 


spinning. 


~--egmenes, 
bed 2a 
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FORMULA 3 


Keegan’s efforts thwarted 


A mature and well judged race by Rupert Keegan 
was spoilt by the actions of a backmarker during 
the Shellsport F3 championship qualifying round 
on Sunday. Keegan had driven well and smoothly 
and had already pressured that experienced 
campaigner Conny Anderseon into a small 
mistake and seemed to have the race tied up when 
the Swede retired. But while allowing Bruno 
Giacomelli to close up he came upon that back 
marker on the last lap, who despite waved blue 
flags, couldn’t decide which way to go and 
ultimately Keegan revolved. So Giacomelli, in the 
works March, won. It wasn’t a hollow victory. 
He set pole position time, and broke the lap 
record, but he wasn’t as smooth a driver as 
Keegan, another Brambilla as Robin Herd calls 
him. Into second, with a smooth, unhurried drive, 
came Mike Young, with Keegan ultimately third. 
It was not a great entry, but plenty for the up and 
coming drivers to think about. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


round at the prestigious International 
weekend, but that was quickly whittled down by 
fifteen to 22 cars which practised, and 20 took the 
start. Sadly, the absentees included some of the 
foreign names that will become regulars at such 
meetings, names like Eje Elgh, Conny Lin feldt 
and Tommy Brorgudd in the Rotel cars, Jac Nelle- 
mann and Henrik Spellerberg in new GRDs while 
Tiff Needell couldn’t get the money together for 
either a Safir or Anson deal, no Chevrons ap- 

ared due to availability and of course, the No 
eves team have disbanded. But still it wasn’t a 
bad entry with most of the British regulars. 

The only real outsiders were those two grand 
old men of F3, Ulf Svensson, now in his twelfth F3 
season, and 37 year old Conny Andersson, in his 
eighth. Both had come on from the Nurburgring, 
so well organised that they only needed one helper 
each. In Conny’s case, it was the future buyer of 
his March, and in Ulf’s it was again his wife who 
eae his ratios and pushstarted him in the pit 
ane. 

Practice took place over one hour on Friday 
midday and half an hour early on Satorcay 
morning. It was a system that worked well wit 
everyone getting sorted out on Friday, and then 
really going for their times on Saturday. 

Fastest of them all was Bruno Giacomelli, the 
former Formula Italia champion in a works March 
768 using Conny Andersson’s spare 
Toyota/Novamotor. He was third quickest in the 
first session, but really got down to some quick 


Nearly 40 cars were entered for the phelleperl FS 
ophy 


times in the second before carrying away the 
chicane fencing. While it was his bad fortune, 
although it didn’t damage the car, it was Rupert 
Keegan’s luck for he was to follow the Italian 
through the hole less than a minute later: ‘‘the 
first mistake I’ve made all year’’, said Rupert. 
Giacomelli set a time of 1m 30.46s which com- 
pares well with Alex Ribeiro’s lap record of 1m 
31.35s. 

Second quickest, and equal quickest in the first 
session was Andersson’s March on 1m 30.64s. 
Andersson’s style through the chicane was rather 
more: dramatic than some, but it suits him. He 
was using the same engine that he used at the 
‘Ring the previous weekend, and was largely 
happy with his time. 

aving gained pole after his first session, 
Rupert Keegan was bumped off to the outside of 
first row in the second session. He got rid of some 
understeer with a splitter after that first session 
and improved fractionally to 1m 30.84s in the 
British Air Ferries March 743. 

Final man under the 1m 31s mark was Mike 
Young in Anglian Gilt Producers works tended 
Modus on 1m 30.99s. He was using Tim Brise’s 
old engine from 1975 which at least prevented 
some of the 1976 Toyota/Novamotor problems 
that others were having but he found that it 
pulled fewer revs. 

Sharing the second row with Young, and com- 
pleting five runners within a second of one 
another, was Stephen South, still awaiting his 
new March which has been delayed due to a lack 
of engine. The old Bogarts sponsored March 753 
had a 1975 Novamotor fitted which South felt was 
down on revs but apart from a rather unfortunate 
moment at the chicane with Andersson, was quite 
pleased with a car that has done a lot of mileage. 

Willi Siller, the first man on the third row, has 
been plagued with engine problems with his 
Modus fitted with a 1976 Toyota/Novamotor, and 
this meeting was no exception, the engine con- 
sistently chucking out its oil, although the Swiss 
managed a 1m 31.64s. Svensson sat beside him on 
that third row, having his second race in a Ralt 
with Toyota/Novamotor. He was quite happy 
with his new acquisition and set a 1m 31.69s. 
Beside him sat Richard Hawkins who was feeling 
a bit rusty in his old March 743. He and team- 
mate Mike Tyrrell were suffering from a lack of 
testing, and were under the Ehrlich banner. 
Hawke was the first of five in the 1m 32s on 1m 

.08s. 

The fourth row held Chris Barnett’s March 753 
and Barrie Maskell in Jeff Sharpes Dastle. 
Barnett was happy with the car, but not the 
engine, trying to sort out some electronic ignition 


With Conny Anderson already away on his second lap, Rupert Keegan leads Stephen South and 


eventual winner Bruno Giacomelli. 


which was costing the car some 500 revs. Maskell 
was in the original Hesketh Dastle, and was using 
an old 1900cc twin cam Ford which originated in 
1971, 80 his 1m 58s was respectable. 

The first man on row five was Mike Tyrrell in 
the Ehrlich, having terrible trouble with under- 
steer which he couldn’t get rid of, while neighbour 
John Lain in Imado watches’ ex-Cheever Modus 
had a misfiring Holbay twin cam, and damaged 
the car slightly at the chicane in the second 
session. Final man within three seconds of 
Giacomelli was Steve Pettit in a March 753 on 1m 
33.06s. 

Of the others, Tony Dron non-started the 
Unipart March after the engine proved to be 
useless in the first session, and then blew a head 

asket in the second. The team departed in 

isgust and eagerly await a Holbay tuned unit. 
Bob Arnott, on row seven had injection problems 
in his hired Holbay engine, while a row further 
back was Ian Flux whose new Novamotor/Toyota 
was blowing out all its water with great monot- 
ony. 


RACE 


The F3s were the first race of the day 
over 20 laps, and in a dry blustery wind, Conny 
Andersson went into an immediate lead from 
Rupert Keegan, Bruno Giacomelli and Stephen 
South, with South getting by the Italian before 
the end of lap one. sy lap two Andersson seemed 
to have a good lead, while Keegan, South and 
Giacomelli followed. Svensson led Mike Youn 
and team-mate Siller in the next places with 
Richard Hawkins and Chris Barnett next. 

Over the next few laps, Keegan gradually got 
away from his ‘tail’ and started closing back on 
Andersson while South and Giacomelli spaced out 
a little, then there was a gap to Young who'd 
passed Svensson while Barnett and Tyrrell were 


. early pit visitors with a blown gasket and gearbox 


problems respectively. 

By lap six, Keer! n was breathing down the 
Swedish ace’s neck, and the pressure told on 
Andersson for on that lap, Andersson made a rare 
mistake going into the chicane and proceeded to 
drop down to third. But Andersson was coming 
back; and the next time round Copse, South 
had the line and Andersson felt he did too, and the 
resulting coming together saw South spin and 
ultimately retire with handling problems. 


However, while Keegan now had a useful lead of 


around 5s, at half distance Andersson briefly held 
off Giacomelli before heading for the pits; the 
coming together with South had knocked his tyre 
valve askew aad the tyre was deflating; it was all 
over for him. ; 

’ That left Keegan with over 5s lead to Giacomelli 
who had Young in pursuit now before the gap to 
Svensson and Hawkins, and another to Maskell 
and Arnott, Siller having spun briefly at the 
chicane. So Rupert cruis long, not extending 
himself, although the gap was coming down as 
Giacomelli sensed a possible victory if the times 
kept decreasing, even though Keegan was fully 
aware of the situation. Down and down came the 
gap to Keegan. Meanwhile Arnott got by that 
seasoned campaigner Maskell in a neat and 
unflustered outbraking manoeuvre into the 
chicane to take sixth, while Siller pulled off with a 
recurrence of his practice engine problems. 

The question in those closing laps was whether 
Giacomelli could really close on Keegan. Three 
seconds on lap 17, 1.8s on 18, 1.4s on lap nineteen. 
But Keegan was the master of the situation... 
until, he came to lap Steve Pettit and was more 
than badly delayed. With blue flags waving at 
Stowe, Pettit was uncertain of which way he was 
going to give way, so Keegan didn’t get by him 
there. Giacomelli was close up behind him now, so 
Keegan had to get by at Club, but still Pettit 
seemed to weave, and after trying one way and 
then the other, Keegan committed himself to the 
outside, and Pettit moved again. Round went 
Keegan, and through nipped Giacomelli to his 
first F3 win of his three F3 races. Mike Young got 
through for second while a chastened Keegan 
took third. Svensson had just over a tenth of a 
second on Hawkins at the end, while Arnott kept 
ahead of Maskell for sixth. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Shellsport Formula 3 championship, round 2 
Silverstone, April 11, 20 laps 

1 Bruno Glacomallt (March-Toyota/Novamotor 763), 30m 39.49s, 

76mph, 
2, Mike Young (Modus-Toyota/Novamotor M1), 30m 45.22s; 
3, Rupert Keegan (March-Toyota/Novamotor 753), 30m 45.54s; 
4, Ulf Svensson (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 31m 00.08s; 
5, Richard Hawkins (March-Toyota/Novamotor 743), 31m 00.26s; 
6, Bob Arnott (March-Holbay/TC A), 31m 15.86s; ‘ 

7, Barrie Maskell (Dastle-Holt/TC 10C), 31m 16.45s; 8, John Lain 

(Modus-Holbay/TC M1), 31m 36.01s; 9, Doug Bassett (GRD- 
Holbay/TC 373/6), 31m 37.50s; 10, Cornelsen Filho (March- 
Toyota/Novamotor 763) 32m 6.01s. 

‘astest lap: Giacomelli, 1m 30.86s, 116.17 mph (Record). 
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Any Rouse working really hard in the Dolomite which ran out of petrol on the last lap while leading. 


TOURING CARS 


Superb Rouse’s cruel luck 


After an appalling practice when he was plagued 
with problems, Andy Rouse looked tu have the 
second race of the day, and the second round of 
the Keith Prowse RAC Touring Car champion- 
ship sewn up. He’d challenged Tom Walkinshaw’s 
leading Capri for the first ten laps and when the 
Scotsman had retired at half distance with a 
broken halfshaft, Rouse and Leyland ST seemed 
to have it all their own way. Rouse’s only pursuer 
Chris Craft just couldn’t hang on to the flying 
Dolomite Sprint. Then, on the very last lap, the 
Sprint spluttered to a halt at Club corner, a 
quarter of a lap from home: no pete. It just 
wasn’t their weekend, for Steve Thompson’s car 
had broken already. So Craft cruised home to an 
unexpected win ... only to be thrown out by the 
scrutineers for having no aircleaner element, 
which made Gordon Spice the most surprised 
hollow victor. With Spice winning his class, the 
other classmen were Martin Thomas bringing his 
Sprint home in fifth place overall, Win Percy in 
tenth overall, and Bernard Unett, despite an 
almost flat tyre, in sixteenth. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


A massive entry of 37 cars turned up for the 
second round of the Keith Prowse RAC Touring 
Car championship, with 13 out of the 15 entered in 
the 2301cc to 3000cc class starting, nine of 10 
1601cc to 2300cc cars starting, three out of three 
1301cc to 1600cc and eight out of 10 up to 1300cc 
cars starting. 

Previous problems in the big class of light 
bodies had been partially sorted out, but although 
Peter Jowitt used his gauge to check them, some 
Bent panels apparently slipped through. Mean- 
while, there were other moans about differing 
springs, which obviously makes a lot of difference 
to ride heights and consequently cornering, but 
these weren’t to cause any scrutineering hassles. 
The Alfas had their new camshafts from Auto- 
delta but weren’t too complimentary, although 
they’ll be sorted for the next round at Oulton on 
Friday. 

Practice took place, as with the F3s, with an 
hour on Friday afternoon and half an hour on 
Saturday afternoon, but the times were certainly 
not all set in the latter. Proving to be quickest in 
both sessions, and the only man to get under lm 
49s was Tom Walkinshaw in the Team Castrol/ 
London Sports Car Centre, Bill Shaw-run Capri 
11. Since Brands, the team had done quite a lot of 
testing, but even so, on this occasion, they were 
nearly a second slower than they had previously 
done. Tom was in fine form, sliding about merrily 
although one soul had been unkind enough to 
suggest that this is necessary on some G1 cars as 


the wheel/wing clearance is not sufficient for. 


much lock to be used. Tom’s 1m 48.64s was 0.9s 
quicker than neighbour Chris Craft in the 
Hammonds Sauce Capri 11. His 1m 49.428 was 
set in the first session, for in the second, he had 
gearbox problems which ultimately saw him lose a 
ear in Stowe and be clobbered up the rear b 
erry Marshall’s Vauxhall which led to fereh 
words in the pits later. Craft’s close ratio gearbox 
was fitted for the first time for the race. 
Completing the front row on 1m 49.49s was 
Richard Lloyd in Ottershaw Motors’ ex-Handley 
Opel Commodore. Lloyd was really getting down 
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to some hard work tor his time. A change of rear 
roll bar transformed the car for the second session 
when he set his time, although a new rear axle 
ratio was changed back for Lloyd was having to 
change gear in the chicane. 

On row two were Andy Rouse and Dave Brodie, 
both quick but with their problems. Rouse’s 
Broadspeed prepared Leyland ST Dolomite 
Sprint had the head gasket go in the first session, 
plus third gear was playing up, while on the 
Saturday, the overdrive went after he set his 1m 
49.63s. That was 0.05s quicker than fellow 
classman Brodie who was just getting warmed up 
in the first session when he lost all power in his 
Mazda. The car was transformed completely from 
Brands and was obviously quick, but needed a 
new engine which Racing Services built up from 
bits oe Saturday for Brodie to take his place on 
the grid. 

Holman Blackburn and Gordon Spice in Capris 
and Gerry Marshall’s Vauxhall Magnum were on 
row three. Blackburn had a rocker pillar break on 
Friday and a gearbox leaking on his Hermetite 
car but was the quicker of the three, while MM 
Plant Hire had spent lots of money getting rid of 
Spice’s lightweight panels in the Capri and had 
had little testing as a result. Marshall was in a 
brand new DTV Magnum to 1975 spec and only 
just made practice so the time was creditable. 
Completing those within two seconds of Walkin- 
shaw was Steve Thompson in the second Leyland 
ST Sprint on row four. He, like Rouse, had more 
than fis fair share of problems, with general lack 
of power and no third gear on the Friday, and then 
the clutch exploded destroying the gearbox on 
Saturday. Brian Muir was beside him in the 
Norman Reeves Capri GT, happy as ever. 

Beside Vince Woodman’s Capri and Martin 
Thomas’ Dolomite Sprint on row five was Colin 
Vandervell making a reappearance in racing. His 
works loaned Capri had been built up by ex-Alan 
Mann mechanic David Bignall and was only 
finished at the circuit on Saturday so it was com- 
pletely untested. It even had rally wheels, and 
completely the wrong springs, plus the fact that it 
was 192lbs overweight. 

Stuart Patterson (Commodore), Peter Clark 
(Capri), Stuart Rolt (Capri) and Tim Stock’s ex- 
Tour of Britain Vauxhall Magnum were next 
before the first of the 1301cc to 1600cc cars, the 
Toyota Celica of Win Percy, which seemed to be 
slower than in pa testing, but still quicker 
than teamates Brian Cutting and Patrick Cobb 
(Radio One production car spec.), who were two 
rows further back. Two thirds of Samuri’s Celica 
team were nearly written off when Cutting spun 
in practice and Percy clipped him, but the team 
ware relieved, even happy, that little damage was 

one. 

Bernard Unett was on row ten in the Mopar 
Avenger, fastest in the small class again, and 
sufficiently confident not to practice on the 
Saturday, ending up just under three seconds 
clear of the first of the Alfa Romeos, the Mario 
Deliotti car now driven by Derek Lawrence 
instead of John Lepp. Lawrence was getting used 
to driving a saloon for the first time — ‘‘the 
corners keep changing” — while Peter Hilliard 
was next quickest in his 18300 GT before Jon 
Dooley, Simon Kirkby and Malcolm Wayne, all in 


Campari sponsored ’Suds, and trying to overcome 
roblems caused by the strange cams from Italy. 
ad to relate, Barrie Williams was on the very 

back of the grid in the Bradshaw Plant Hire 

Toyota 1000 — it just doesn’t have enough power. 


RACE 


Despite an excellent start by Andy Rouse who 
came rocketing through from row two, it was 
Tom Walkinshaw into Copse first with the Dolly 
glued to his rear end then Les Blackburn going 
well, and then Chris Craft. By the end of lap one, 
the order was well settled, with Walkinshaw and 
Rouse fractionally in front, Craft next, then a gap 
to Muir now, then Blackburn, Spice, Brodie, 
Marshall and Thompson. By lap two, Craft had 
closed on the leading pair who were really going, 
and it was these three that all eyes were focussed 
on. Spice led the rest from Blackburn and was 
slowly pulling away, while in the classes, Percy 
was latching onto the third grou just behind 
Stuart Patterson, and well ahead of his team 
opposition, while Unett was also nicely ahead of 
battling Alfas who were all in a group, led mostly 
by Hilliard. Lloyd was sadly an early pit visitor 
with no oil pressure. 

At a quarter distance, Rouse actually got the 
Dolomite’s nose in front for a while, but going 
under the Daily Express bridge, Walkinshaw got 
back again, while Craft slight M mixed things up 
at the chicane and dropped back a little. Spice was 
leading the rest still, now from Muir and 
Thompson together, after Blackburn had gone 
wide at Stowe, dug into the grass and lightly 
rolled without damaging himself. Brodie had also 
pitted from ninth place when the radiator hose 
came off for the first time — it did it again later. 
Apart from a mid-field dicing bunch and the Alfas 
at the back, miost of the real action was at the 
front with Rouse being very spectacular in the 
Dolomite in his efforts to get in front of the Capri. 
But then on lap eleven, there was no problem the 
Capri was gone, the half shaft broken, after a 
good dice. 

So Rouse was virtually on his own, opening up a 
small gap to Craft, who had another gap to Spice 
before Muir and Thompson, still close together, 
and then Vandervell and Marshall who were 
scrapping merrily until Gerry pitted with the car 
coughing at three quarter distance. He main- 
tained it was out of fuel, but they sent him out 
again and the foam filled tank provided him with 
some more drops for a while. Then a lap later, 
Thompson was no longer shadowing Muir, the 
engine had thrown a rod, but at least Rouse 
looked fairly confident at the front with over 
three seconds’ lead over Craft. Spice was next 
before the survivors: Muir and Vandervell, then 
Martin Thomas and the rapidly closing Stuart 
Rolt (Capri GT). Percy was still well in control of 
his class, although the team battle behind had 
seen Cobb retire with no oil pressure, while Unett 
was slowly picking up some handling problems 
with a rapdily deflating tyre. Hilliard was an easy 
second in class after Simon Kirkby’s ’Sud had 
blown up and Jon Dooley had twice missed a gear 
and finally blown his ’Sud up too. 

So it was all down to the finish, But no Kouse on 
the last lap. Despite a gallon and a half in the tank 
more than was needed, it had run out of petrol, 
such was the toll of keeping up with 
Walkinshaw’s Capri. So Craft led over the line 
from Spice, Muir, Vandervell and then Rolt just 
pipping class winner Thomas on the line. Percy 
easily got his class win, but Unett’s tyre virtually 
blew on the line and Hilliard had been closing 
after a good drive. 

Then the final drama unfolfed: no air cleaner, no 


points, Craft was out after a well judged and tidy 
- .drive. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Keith Prowse RAC Touring Car championship, rouna 2 
' Silverstone, April 11, 20 laps 

1, Gordon Spice (3.0 Ford Capri II), 37m 11.82s, 94.59mph; 
2, Brian Muir (3.0 Ford Capri GT), 37m 20.91s; 
3, Colin Vandervell (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 37m 35.43s; 
4, Stuart Rolt (3.0 Ford Capri Gh 3 m 54.18s; 
5, Martin homas te) Triumph lomite Sprint), 37m 54.43s; 
6, Stuart Patterson (Ce oe Commodore GS/E), 37m 57.65s; 

7, Peter Clark (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 37m 58.28s; 8, Tim Stock (2.3 
Vauxhall Maghum Coupe), 37m, 58.88s; 9, Vince Woodman (3.0 
Ford Capri II), 38m 13.885; 10, Win Percy (1.6 Toyota Celica GT), 
38m 40.86s. ‘ 

2301cc to 3000cc: 1, Spice, 94.59mph; 2, Muir; 3. Vandervell; 4, 
Rolt; 5, Patterson; 6, Clark. Fastest lap: Tom Walkinshaw (3.0 Ford 
Capri Il), 1m 49.30s, 96.57mph (Established record). 

1601cc to 2300cc: 1, Thomas, 92.82mph; 2, Stock; 3, Thomas 
Hunt (2.3 Mazda RX3 Coupe); 4, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall 
Magnum Coupe); 5, Dave Brodie (2.3 Mazda RX3 Coupe). Fastest 
lap: Andy Rouse (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Spring), 1m 49.17s, 
96.68mph (Established record). 

1301cc to 1600cc: 1, Percy, 90.96mph; 2, Brian Cutting (1.6 
Toyota Celica GT); no other finishers. Fastest lap: Percy, 1m 53.84s, 
92.72mph (Established record). 

ie to 1300ce: 1, Bernard Unett (1.3 Hillman Avenger GT), 
83.40mph; 2, Peter Hilliard (1.3 Alfa Romeo GT Junior); ¢ Derek 
Lawrence (1.2 Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti); 4, Malcom Wayne (1.2 Alfa 
Romeo Alfasud Ti); 5, Dave Hedges g .3 Morris Cooper S); no other 
ae Fastest lap: Unett, 2m 3.56s, 85.86mph (Established 
record). 
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SUPPORTING RACES 


* hy 


Derek Daly locks a brake into the chicane ahead of John Bright's Royale 


Walsh wins cliff-hanger 


After last week’s Formula Ford fiasco at Mallory, 
this week FF was much much better, and what a 
superb Brush Fusegear final was provided late on 
Sunday afternoon, surely one of the best ever, 
with Jim Walsh and John Bright mixing in with 
the ‘Hawke Steamroller’ to take first and third 
with Derek Warwick mixing in with them. The 
heats were just as well behaved, and almost as 
exciting although the last lap of the final was so 
incident packed that it’s hard to remember who 
did what and to whom. Oh well... The Clubmans 
supporting race was less exciting, especially as 
Peter Cooke had a tyre delaminate and could no 
longer challenge winner Nick Adams. Even so, it 
was a phenomenally quick race, and Adams’ 
average race speed was inside the previous lap 
record! Alex Ferrada won the FF engined class as 
he pleased. 
There were three races on Saturday afternoon, 
two Brush Fusegear Formula Ford heats and the 
Tricentrol Clubmans round. The massive FF field 
was neatly divided up so that there would be good 
dices in each, and that’s what there were. 

In the first heat, it was Jim Walsh who got the 
jump on the rest to lead lap one from the middle of 
the front row, with poleman Derek Daly and Hawke 
teamate Rick Morris next, then the promising 
Phillip Bullman, Matthew Argenti and the rest. 
Morris knew that he could outbrake Daly into the 
chicane and that’s what he tried at the end of the 
first lap but it really upset the applecart for round 
he went. and in the avoidances, Doug Wood 
collected another non-finish, and Bullman lost his 
nose cone. This let Walsh and Daly out on their 
own and this dice enlivened the proceedings from 
then on. After three laps, Walsh heard a strange 
engine note, and pointed to Daly that there was 
something wrong with his mill which caused Daly 
to drop back slightly, and then catch up as he 
realised that it wasn’t him. It was Walsh’s engine 
that had one broken exhaust, but that didn’t stop 
him leading until under the bridge on the last lap 
when Daly ipped out from the slipstream and 
very neatly outbraked Walsh into the chicane and 
won. Walsh was a chastened second. Morris after 
his misdemeanour, fought back in Oceanair’s 
Hawke to finish third, having got through Nick 
Orford and Mike Blanchet dicing away with John 
Village’s ex-Lees Royale, until Village spun at the 
chicane so Blanchet outbraked Orford on the last 
lap for fourth. 

Once again the second heat was led from the 
middle of the front row, this time by the Hawke of 
Bernard Devaney with team-mate Derek Warwick 
following and then John Bright, Trevor von 
Rooyen and Paul Smith following. By lap two, the 
argument became as to who was going to deal 
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with Warwick. As so often happens, the argument 
allowed the trailer man to get away and win by 
nine seconds. The tussle-was chiefly between van 
Rooyen and Devaney, with Bright also involved, 
but this slowed them down sufficiently to not only 
lose Warwick, but be caught by the next bunch. 
David Heale managed to get in front of Bright on 
the penultimate lap, but then pulled off with 
deranged gear linkage, so van Rooyen was left to 
pip Devaney by 0.13s, then there was a gap to 

right who had both Chris Skellern and David 
Buttigieg right with him. 

The Brush Fusegear FF final, the last race 
on Sunday, was well worth waiting for. It was 
all action: six car bunch outbraking one an- 
other in brake locking manoeuvres, place swop- 

ing, slip streaming, really good, clean stuff. 

e protagonists were Jim Walsh, Derek 
Warwick, John Bright, Rich Morris, Derek Daly 
and Trevor van Rooyen and what a show they put 
on. In the early stages, Bright and van Rooyen 
were slightly behind, but came up to join the front 
four after Bernard Devaney dropped out with a 
load of floppy pedals after two lxps. And the 
action COngnnEd | until lap nine. Most of the time, 
Walsh or Warwick led with Bright watching, 
occasionally getting second but Walsh led most of 
the time. 

Then on lap nine of the twelve, ws Dey «age in 
front of Bright a little too phy and had his rear 
upright bent by the Royale’s front wheel, which 
slightly split the leading group. So for the last two 
laps, it was just Walsh and Warwick up front, 
with Warwick leading through the chicane on 
each occasion. But on the last lap, Walsh executed 
the ultimate in late braking manoeuvres and 
epnongn Sa oy 2 Warwick a little off line, nipped 
through to win by 0.04s, or the same time if you 
don’t have electronic timing. 

Warwick’s moment put a following John Bright 
off line and he clipped the chicane fencing post 
which started an amazing chain reaction. The 
fence held the chicane wire across the old corner 
and that was dragged into the centre of the track. 
The next two, Daly and Morris had a job to miss 
it, while van Rooyen, who’d had a moment the 
previous lap and spun entering the chicane, was 
another to have a fairly good avoidance. But while 
Paul Smith managed to miss it too, David 
Buttigieg got all caught up in it, ran over all the 
kerbs, leapt in the air, a following Richard Wills 
— straight into him over one of the por 

ut both staggered across the line in twelfth and 
thirteenth positions, which should have been 
higher. Further incidents continued, quite an 
amazing end to an exciting race. It was 
exhausting being a spectator. 


while Rick Morris (left) and Trevor von Rooyen follow. 
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Completing Saturday’s races was a 12 la 
Clubmans Tricentrol round. Two drivers sto 
out way in front of the others after practice, for 
both Nick Adams and Peter Cooke were way in 
front of the next man, Chris Greville-Smith, by 
over two seconds, Adams, despite being stuck in 
fourth gear throughout practice. Furthermore, 
both Greville-SSmith and Andy Diamond, in 
Richard Groombridge’s Hustler on the third row, 
were non-starters with blown engines. 

At the outset, it was clearly going to be between 
Cooke and Adams and sure enough, they came 
round tied together at the end of lap one with 
Adams leading before a gap'to John Davies in the 
Bladon, David Manley’s startling U2 and the rest, 
with Alex Ferrada already in charge of the B 
class. Adams seemed to have got away a little on 
lap two, while Davies headed for rectification of 
the nose cone after a moment‘at Club. 

The lead battle remained a little tighter and 
looked to be developing well until at half distance 
Cooke was badly delayed by backmarkers at the 
chicane and apart from having lost Adams, also 
was experiencing fearful vibration from a 
delaminating tyre. Meanwhile, Malcolm Jackson 
had closed on Manley with Creighton Brown also 
coming up in his U2, so the second half of the race 
saw Adams gradually drop Cooke to win by 18s, 
and the third placed battle close up. Manley 
seemed to have control but with two laps to go, 
the engine went right off with seized valve and 
seized clearance of the tappets and he pulled off. 
So Jackson just held on to third from Brown while 
Vernon Davies lost the attentions of Peter 
Lovett’s Phantom to finish fifth. Tim Gath drove 
a spirited race to come from a see start after 
everyone had left to finish seventh. 

The B class was sewn up from the word go. Alex 
Ferrada got out in front and stayed a respectable 
distance from Nick Scott who was in turn a 
respectable distance from young Steve Farthing, 
once he’d overtaken Keith Seoaae Not the best of 
Clubmans races, but Adams’ lap record was three- 
tenths outside the F8 record at the time, so it was 


rapid stuff. 
BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Formula Ford, heat one (7 laps): 1, Derek Daly (Hawke-Minister 
DL15), 12m 24.72s, 99.21 mph; 2, Jim Walsh (Royale-Scholar 
RP21), 12m 25.04s; 3, Rick Morris (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 12m 
36.63s; 4, Mike Blanchet (Lotus-Minister 61M), 12m 39.25s. Fastest 
lap: Walsh, 1m 44.35s, 101.15 ne eg 

Formula Ford, heat two (7 laps): 1, rek Warwick (Hawke- 
Minister DL15), 12m 23.33s, 99.40 mph; 2, Trevor van Rooyen 
ey eg RP21), 12m 32.84s; 3, Bernard Devaney (Hawke- 

ith DL15), 12m 32.97s; 4, John i RP21), 12m 
34.30s. Fastest lap: Warwick, 1m 44.58s, 100.93 mph. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford championship round, final (12 laps): 
1, Walsh, 21m 13.47s, 99.46 mph; 2, Warwick, 21m 13.51s; 3, 
Bright, 21m 17.88s; 4 Morris, 21m 20.53s; 5, Daly, 21m 21.47s; 6, 
van Rooyen, 21m 25.57s. Fastest lap: Warwick, 1m 44.23s, 101.27 
mph (Record). 

Tricentrol Car Group Clubmans Sports championship round, ful 
modified and FF-engined (12 laps); overall and fully modified: 1, Nic 
Adams (Mallock U2-Morgan Mk18), 18m 37.08s, 113.38 mph; 2, 
Peter Cooke (Harrison-Cooke Cosworth Mk7B), 18m 50.31s; 3, 
Malcolm Jackson ot U2-Holbay Mk14), 19m 12.08s; 4, 
Creighton Brown (Mallock U2-Close Mk 17B), 19m 13.10s. Fastest 
lap: Adams, 1m 31.68s, 115.13 mph (Record) FF-engined: 1, Alex 
Ferrada (Mallock U2-Davron Mk16B), 100.84 mph; 2, Nick Scott 
Mallock U2-ADA Mk16B); 3, Steve oe Mallock U2-Davron 

k11/14B). Fastest lap: Ferrada, 1m 42.48s, .99 mph (Record). 
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ELBA RALLY 


Alen heads debut 
one-two for Fiat 


By MARTIN HOLMES Photos by HUGH BISHOP 


Eighteen months ago, within a week of its homologation being confirmed, Lancia won Italy’s 
major rally, the Sam Remo, with their now ubiquitous Stratos model. Again, within a few. 
a of homologation being confirmed, Lancia’s parent factory, Fiat, have won the Elba 
Rally with the 131 Abarth Rallye. Markku Alen led Fulvio Baccheli in an impressive one-two’ 
after a rally of fast-changing fortunes, in which factory cars from Lancia and Saab were 
defeated, and in which Fiat.suffered gearbox troubles on all three of their cars. Alfa Romeo, 
who recently announced a cessation of all their rally plans in order to concentrate on helping” 
private owners, suffered an appalling event with their three leading G1 cars (including two of 
the newly homologated GTAm 2-litre Alfetta models) retiring. It was certainly one of the 
best-organized and most colourful events of the European series. The latter is still jointly led 
by Tapio Rainio and Antonio Zanini, neither of whom entered this event. 


ENTRY 


The three Fiat 131 Abarth Rallye cars were 
certainly the centre of attraction at Elba. ‘hey 
were painted in the dark blue and yellow colour 
scheme of the Olio Fiat company, just like the 124 
Abarth spyders at Monte Carlo, and they were 
entering the first event since their homologation 
on April 1. Alen has been working on the develop- 
ment of this model all year, including a solid three- 
week training period on the island. The engine is 
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simply a bigger version of the 124 Abarth Goyder 
unit, but the gearbox was an adaptation of the 
131 Abarth five-speed unit, and was thought 
before the event to be weak. The tyres used were 
Pirelli; under Italian championship rules only two 
types can be chosen per event, one for loose or 
mixed surfaces, and the other for asphalt. The 
celebrated P7 offered almost limitless oppor- 
tunities. As was rumoured before Monte Carlo, 
this type is designed for most kinds of surface, 
Baccheli selecting it for both loose and asphalt. 
For loose surfaces the treat is incredibly deep, so 


Markku Alen’s pre-even t confidence was fully justified — his newly homologated Fiat 131 was in. contention throughout. 
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deep that when a tread was put into the rubber it 
would almost hide a 100 lira piece (say about 
2cms); while for asphalt, slicks with a mandatory 
selection of grooves inserted, were available 
Alen, contrary to his team mate, chose P7 for 
asphalt and MS35 for the loose. Verini drove the 
third car in the team, with new co-driver Ninn 
Russo, last year’s co-driver for Alcide Paganelli 
Francesco Rossetti moves this year from Verini’s 
side into the car of his long-time friend Baccheli 
Little else about the car was not as already seer 
before, either at the Piacenza Elecar Rally lasi 
year, (which Baccheli won), or at the recent pres: 
receptions in Monte Carlo and Nardo/Brindisi. 


Probably the greatest challenge to Fiat was tc 
come from Lancia, with a single car for Maurc 
Pregliasco/Piero Sodano. They are contesting the 
Italian championship, and won the opening event 
two weeks before in Sicily with an old car which 
Lampinen had used on the Swedish. For this 
event they had a much newer car, that used foi 
the first time by Munari in Portugal. The roughe: 
stages would obviously favour stronger cars, bul 
the many asphalt stages were expected to give 
this car a great advantage. 


On the all-asphalt Tour of Sicily, Lancias 
finished 1-2-3, with Carlo Bianchi and Maurizic 
Ambrogetti behind the Alitalia car. They were 
also entered in Elba, Bianchi having a 12-valv« 
engine against the Alitalia 24-valve unit, but the 
former possessed a porenny fuel injection engine 
developed by Nik Bianchi. This produced 26( 
against the works 270bhp, some 30 or 40 mor¢ 
than the orthodox car of enbeagetk The latter’: 
Jolly Club entry was badly delayed in Sicily by 
the usual gearbox trouble and for this rally, its 
driver expected to be ahead of Bianchi, who only 
this year has changed from Porsche to Lancia. O} 
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five Stratos’, the only other competitive car was 
that of “Tony”. 


ROUTE 


Private owners were in abundance. It is an event 


which is easy to practise for. Some stages are 
used as often as four times in each direction. The 
tyre situation is involved, as there are in- 
numerable changes to be carried out. Although 
the stages to the west of the island tend to be 
asphalt and those to the east are gravel, the route 
is complex! The rally cars perform something like 
two clockwise loops followed by two anti- 
clockwise loop each night, and then repeat this 
again the following pieht Probably about ten 
stages out of the 40 are held in daylight. 

oe the privateers came Claude Laurent 
with a G2 Citroen GS from France, Schweizer 
from Germany but the rest were essentiall 
Italian. With the exception of the San Martino di 
Castrozza in August, it is the most popular event 
in their rallying year. There were several private 
Porsches but the car which eventually created the 
greatest impression was that driven by Gianluigi 
Achilli, a 21-year-old driver. This was a G3 car 
used last year by Massimo Cambiaghi, the 
brother of Roberto, the Italian champion. Among 
various private teams, many of whom are very 
Bp ciesionel in their approach, was a group of four 

W Golfs. 

Stig Blomqvist came with the Saab 99EMS, a 
new car to that in which he won the Boucles de 
Spa, but still fitted with carburretors and giving 
about 220bhp. This was probably a far greater 
test of the car than the icy Boucles; certainly he 
was hoping, that he would gain more on the loose 
surfaces 
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at he would inevitably lose on the . 


asphali. He entered last year with a96 and put up 
excellent: times in the opening stages before his 
gearbox faiied. 


The tests themselves are nothing like those in 
Scandanavia or Britain, and to which both he and 
the car are accustomed. In Elba, as in Italy 
generally, they are hard to the point of shaking a 
casually prepared vehicle to bits. It is normal to 
see poe rock under the thin layers of earth on the 
roads. 

Group 1 produced a very important battle 
between Opel and Alfa Romeo. Opels in Italy 
come from two tuning firms, Conrero and the 
smaller Carenini company. Conrero had four 
Kadett GTEs with fivespeed gearboxes, disc 
brakes on the rear hubs, aluminium wheels and 
new camshafts. 

There has been considerable confusion recently 
as to what is and what is not permitted in Group 
1. There were claims in an Italian magazine whic. 
appeared two days before the start that the car of 
Megepe, the Portuguese driver who was third 
on the WCR Port Wine Rally of Portugal, was 
illegal in more than one sense. There were thus 
light-hearted scenes at scrutineering when Bray, 
Conrero’s leading driver, approached the German 
private driver Schweizer, pointed to Schweizer’s 
steel wheels, and showing two fingers to indicate 
that his car must inevitably fall into ay 2. 
Schweizer retorted that in March the FIA had 
revoked the acceptance of aluminium wheels so 
that steel wheels were all he could legally fit. Bray 
scurried away in anxiety. 

The Conrero cars had also been lightened as far 
as Mite some 90kgs being saved. They were in 
addition using new Kleber MS tyres for the loose 
surfaces. The Carenini concern was_ helping 
Schweizer and they were also responsible for the 


G4 Kadett of Andrea Betti, the Ascona driver: 


who came fifth last year. He used his old Ascona 

crossflow engine in the new car. Alfa Romeo were 

represented by the 2000 GTV of Alfredo Fagnola 

and the Alfetta GTAms of Federico Ormezzano - 
and Alberto Brambilla. These latter cars use fuel 

injection with the 2-litre motors, giving about 

135bhp at the moment, compared with about 120 

at present for the Kadett. 


RALLY 


From the start, Fiats were determined to make 
the pace. The purpose of this exercise was to see 
what broke, not simply to win. Loose-surfaced 
stages came first, and Baccheli shot into the lead, 
but his time was equalled by Pregliasco. On the 
rougher second stage, the Fiat driver pulled 
ahead, but then Markku started to draw away, 
until he went off the road on the ninth stage for 
six or seven minutes. He had been troubled at the 
time by a broken throttle spring. Although this 
allowed Baccheli back into the lead, this came at a 
series of asphalt stages where Pregliasco seared 
off into the distance. From being 45 seconds 
behind at the end of the 10th stage, the Stratos 
man was 6secs ahead at the end of the 11th, and 
then 34 after the following one. 

Blomqvist meanwhile had gone. His distributor 
drive had failed, and although a temporary repair 
was made, this failed again immediately and the 
Swede was out. Then Verini retired with his gear- 
box selecting two speeds at once. Soon, however, 
it would be the turn of the Lancia to suffer mis- 
fortune. “Tony’’ had the belt to his water pump 
fail and in no time the engine had overheated, and 
then Pregliasco was missing. He was driving 
,through an asphalt stage when the front sus- 
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Above: Mauro Pregliasco was leading when the front suspension collapsed. Below: Blomqvist was side- 


lined with a broken distributor drive. 


pension failed. The same happened to Bray which 
cost him about four stage minutes and subse 
quently another 24 road minutes. His German 
rival went out at the end of the first stage off the 
asphalt, while Ambrogetti had also left the road 
earlier, about six kms from the start of the rally! 
Baccheli meanwhile felt his gearbox tighten up, 
but oil additive freed it sufficiently to him to 
continue. Betti rose to third place before holing 
his sump, on an asphalt stage, while in Group 1 
“Lucky’s” Kadett went out with petrol pump 
failure, Fagnola ( Alfa 2000 GTV) holed his sump, 
Ormezzano (Alfa TA) had his engine seize and 
Brambilla (Alfa TA) the steering fail. With Betti 
out, Lorenzelli was now in fourth place (behind 
Baccheli, Alen and Bianchi) with an old 124 
Abarth Spyder, ahead of Presotto’s G1 Kadett 
and Ricceri’s ex-works 124 Spyder, ahead. 

The second night’s rallying restarted in this 
order. Alen had his gearbox changed in a one-hour 
service break before going into parc fermé. Just 
over half the original number of starters re- 
mained, with exactly the same route to be 
repeated. Claude Laurent was waiting for the in- 
evitable further retirements to give him a good 
pecs: he stated the rally was ‘formidable’, but 

oped for just a little snow to even up his 
chances! One of the four VW Golfs was out, 
having gone off the road, but the others were still 
running well. Alen was 4} minutes behind 
Baccheli. Would he try to catch his rival? There 
were no team orders. In some ways Fiat wanted 
the cars to be driven as hard as possible. Engineer 
Lampredi hovered around them at the service 
points, looking and listening; but the only real 
concern centred around the gearboxes. 

Little happened during the night stages. Achilli 
went out with clutch failure leaving the Fulvia 
zooming round leading its group, the driver en- 
joying left-foot braking in a manner seldom 

ossible these days. Volpi retired his Ascona, and 

roup 2 was now led by Dean, pronounced “Dee- 
Ann”, in a Fiat 125. Presotto led Group 1 ahead 
of Isnardi in an Ascona, the other Conrero cars all 
having annoying troubles. Presotto himself broke 
a shock absorber and an exhaust, Tananelli had a 
puncture which took seven minutes to change; he 
then had two shockers fail and was baulked by a 
blockage on a stage, while Bray, after earlier 
delays, was quickest of the team drivers. 

Lorenzelli was driving a rally of his life. He is 
the next 124 Spyder ‘‘discovery” after Roberto 
Cambiaghi (it was last year’s Elba that revealed 
him). He soldiered on with a head gasket failure 
and a holed sump and then had the mortification 
of colliding with Riccieri in a control zone. He 
came off worse, and needed attention to his car 
before he could continue. Should he be excluded 
for working in a control area? Eventually the 
stewards decided not; he could change a damaged 
wheel anyway, and the rest of the repairs came 
under the subject of safety work. 

With two stages left to run, the rally came to a 
climax. Baccheli’s gearbox failed while he was in 
the lead. He could stay in second gear, but had to 
drive the long Cavo-Falconaia test in this con- 
dition. He succeeded, but only at the cost of an 
overheated engine and the loss of first place to 
Alen. The final stage was peletnaly: short and of 
no consequence, Baccheli making the finish with- 
out further ado, but his lead was irrevocably lost. 
In fairness, Alen had been quickest through the 
event (setting 26 fastest times), but his victory 
was lucky. It had been a fascinating event, quite 
the most interesting ECR rally to date this year. 
The Welsh promises to be the next major clash, 
when Saab meet Ford in the British forests, al- 
though the Circuit of Ireland, starting tomorrow 
(Friday) is the next round. 


Rallye Dell'isola 
D'Elba 


M. Alen/I. Kivimaki (Fiat 131 Abarth Rallye) 6h 47m 12s; 

F. Baccheli/F. Rossetti (Fiat 131 Abarth Rallye) 6h 49m 22s; 
i Bianchi/M. Mannini (Lancia Stratos) 7h 05m 37s; 
L. 


1, 
3 
4, A. Pressotto/M. Perissinot (Open Kadett GTE) 7h 19m 25s; 

5, L. Lorenzelli/E. Baldini (Fiat 124 Barth Rallye) 7h 22m 55s; 

6, R. Ricceri/Dello Sbarba (Fiat 124 Abarth ji og 7h 23m 38s; 

7, D. Cecchet/M. Twbacchi (Lancia Fulvia HF) 7h 27m 33s; 8, P. 
Isnardi/S. Scimone (Deal Ascona) 7h 28m 50s; 9, A. Tabanelli/C. 
Capra (Opel Kadett GTE) 7h 31m Ols; 10, S. Dean. Dean (iat 
125) 7h 36m 16s. 5 

No Coupes des Dames, 112 entries, 104 starters, 45 finishers. 
Principle retirements: Maurizio Verini/Ninni Russo (Fiat 131 Abarth 
Bale) Baas ar (stage 9); Stig Blomaqvist/Hans Sylvan (Saab 99 
EMS), distributor O) 


); Mauro Pregliasco/Piero Sodano (Lancia 

Stratos), front_suspension (18); Alfredo Fagnola/d'Angelo (Alfa 
Romeo 2000 GTV), hole in pe ie Maurizio ne Ys ee 
Lancia Stratos), crash (1); Federico Ormezzano/Marenghi (Alfa 

‘omeo Alfetta GTAm), engine (15); Alberto Brambilla/Bertocci (Alfa 
Romeo Alfetta GTAm), steering © “Tony"/Mauro Mannini cance 
Stratos), water pump drive (9); Andrea Betti/Luca Betti (Opel Kadett 
GTE), hole in sump (17); “Lucky''/Braito (Open Kadett GTE), fuel 
pump (5); Werner Schweizer/Bernt (Ostmann Opel Kadett GTE), 
accident (1); Gianluigi Achilli/Cislaghi (Porsche Carrera), clutch (29). 

a 12 all-gravel, 12 mixed, 16 all-asphalt. Total 40, none can- 
celled. 
European Championship eg Tapio Rainio and Antonio Zanini 
120; Bernard Darniche 80; Hannu Valtaharju, Bruno Saby and 
Markku Alen 60/ Carlo Bianchi 51; Kyosti Saari and Francis Serpaggi 
48; Salvador Servia, Timo Makinen and Fulvio Baccheli 45; Werner 
Schweizer 43; Pauli Toivonen and Christian Dorche 40. . . . 

Weather: Dry but cool, slight rain at times, no dust. 
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Hans-Joachim Stuck on his way toa very comfortable victory in the Jagermeister-backed works March. 


HOCKENHEIM F2 


Home win for Stuck and March-BMW 


Story and photos by CHRIS WITTY 


One hundred and twenty thousand spectators roared with approval and rapped firecrackers into the air 
to greet the arrival of Hans-Joachim Stuck, the resounding victor of last Sunday’s two-part Jim Clark 
Memorial event at Hockenheim. Driving his works-prepared Jagermeister March-BMW 762, Stuck was 
able to stave off the challenge of the French Renaults and everyone else to dominate the opening round 


of this year’s European Formula 2 Championship. 


Jean-Pierre Jabouille’s Renault-powered Elf led the early stages before the V6 blew up, while his 
team-mate Michel Leclere crashed while under pressure from the impressive Ingo Hoffmann, this 
talented Brazilian making his F2 debut in one of Willi Kauhsen’s Hart-powered March 762s. 
Unfortunately for Hoffmann, a sure second place and maximum points (Stuck is graded) came to 
nothing when his car ran out of fuel with just two laps to go. " 

Although the Elfs retired, the French challenge wasn’t over by any means for Rene Arnoux, having 


his second F2 outing, brought Jacques Laffite’s 1975 championship-winning Martini into second place 


after steady runs in both parts. His team-mate Patrick Tambay brought his new Mk19 version home 
third, having made a pitstop on the first lap of the event to investigate damage sustained in a start-line 


shunt. 


Neither the works Marches of Ronnje Peterson and Maurizio Flammini finished, the Swede having a 
miserable time, while Flammini’s rapid progress was halted by a broken throttle assembly. Neither of 
the Lancia-engined Marches qualified, nor did any of the British entries, but on the whole the first round 
illustrates that this year’s F2 series promises to be one of the best ever. ; 


Max Mosley leaned forward over the dinner table, 
that familiar broad grin indicating his enjoyment 
of the Formula 2 situation. The group of people 
around him induded two of his lieutenants, 
Sandro Angeleri and Martin Walters. They were 
discussing the opposition; the French, and the 
Renault V6. A few kilometres down the road, a 
similar conversation was in progress with the odd 
“sacre bleu, ze March team are quicker zan we 
sought” thrown in. The race hadn't even begun, 
but already the rivalry between these two groups, 
admittedly on an outwardly humorous level, was 
getting through to everyone. Yes, this could be 
one helluva year in Formula 2. 

This was no farcical opening round of the 
European Formula 2 Championship, as there had 
been last season. Hockenheim was the chosen 
place, as it has been in the past, and with superb 
summer-like weather embracing this teutonic 
autodrome throughout the weekend, the mood 
was happy. 

The advent of the racing engine to this year’s 
series had been criticized in these pages as 
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Francois Guiter, Elf’s competitions director, 


quickly ointed out on the first day of practice: 


And who told me that the racing engine would 


kill Formula 2?” Brian Hart, happily back . 


involved in a formula in which he made his name 
both as a driver and later as an engine builder, 
would agree. We had a entry which, even after a 
few non-arrivals, comprised six different engines 


_ and ten different chassis. “There must be a 


million pounds of sponsorship when you look at 
all this lot,” commented Eddie eever, the 
young American driver who, after his success in 
Formula 3 last year, was due to make his F2 debut 
last weekend. 

As the teams began to assemble in the fahren- 
lager, much of Friday was spent greeting familiar 
faces one hadn’t seen over the winter. It was like a 
travelling circus which had packed up for the 
seasonal break and was now back in business, 
determined to put on a good show. 

It wasn’t long before the drama started. It 
concerned. Josef Schnitzer, the Austrian BMW 
engine builder, and the two French Elf and 


Martini teams (see Pit & Paddock). Fortunately 
the matter was resolved, because it didn’t half get 
the French in a flap. It was difficult for the works 
March team, especially the ‘‘officers”, to conceal 
their giggles. 

Despite a lay-off of almost six months, in which 
time you'd think a new car could be built and 
thoroughly tested, the French teams arrived a 
little apprehensive. March Engineering, you may 
pee ees Ny had tried the Renault V6 engine last 
year as a development exercise, prior to the 
decision taken by various parties that the French 
and March a A not run together this season. 
The French, knowing that March had tested the 
engine with disappointing results, were quick to 
give out the propaganda. It was good stuff and 
amusing listening, whether it was true or not. 


ENTRY 


The Ecurie Elf team headed the entry with a pair 
of Martinis for new recruits Patrick Tambay and 
Rene Arnoux. The team is still managed by 
Hughes de Chaunac and power for both cars 
naturally comes from. the Renault Gordini V6 
engine which has been in existence for two 
seasons now. 

‘Tambay had a brand new car, the Mk19, 
designed by Tico Martini. It is based on last 
year’s championship-winning Mk16, although the 
front pedal box and subframe, on which the same 
front suspension hangs, is now an integral part of 
the monocoque. The rear geometry was naturally 
quite different, in order to admit the short and 
wide V6 motor. Unlike last year’s car, the bulbous 
side pods are now clad in an Elf 2J-like deformable 
structure,and tall air boxes were to be seen on all 
the Renault-engined cars. Because of a delay in 
aa the car had only been completed two days 

efore practice, which allowed Tambay just 
200kms of cautious testing at Magny-Cours. 

Arnoux, a Formule Renault. champion of some 
repute, was given Jacques Laffite’s all-conquering 
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car from last year, this now being the test chassis 
with which the team had carried out all their 
Renault development. Naturally it had been modi- 
fied to suit the new engine. 

Considering it was such a new car, Tambay’s 
ak performance was very impressive. The 

enault sounded great, the car looked stable 
through the turns and, using Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille as the bait, he really gave it all without 
ever looking ragged. He ended up third quickest 
in both sessions, although the signs were that he 
may have gone even quicker had his engine not 
begun to lose revs toward the end. It was changed 
overnight. 

Arnoux was only having his second-ever F2 
race (his first was at Nogaro in 1974), and he took 
a little time to settle in. Rene used much more of 
the road than his team-mate. “He ’ad gearlever 
problems in the first session,” said de Chaunac, 
‘and we give ‘im the new style airbox for the race. 
Is better for the engine.” 

The other French team was the Elf Switzerland 
equipe, managed entirely by Jean Sage now that 
Gerard Larrousse has gone behind the desk at 
Renault. Once again France’s answer to Danny 
Kaye, Jean-Pierre Jabouille (regarded by many as 
the favourite for this year’s F2 title) was in the 
hot seat, supported in the second car by Michel 
Leclere. 

Like their Elf counterparts, delays in com- 
te had cost them valuable testing time. 

abouille had a brand new chassis which was to 
the 1975 spaceframe design (although of smaller 
diameter tubing), incorporating many detail 
changes. Jabouille, whose experience is invaluable 
and an asset to any team, had tested the car 
briefly at Magny-Cours. Leclere had one of last 
cif cars (the second chassis built) although it 

ad been chopped in half in order to fit the 
Renault rear end. A spare, a brand new chassis, 
was on hand, but the team hadn’t finished it in 
time. 

Having tested earlier this year at Dijon, 
Jabouille had his car set up the same way for 
Hockenheim, and it soon showed. 

It was gerennth to note that the cars, even 
with their powerful Gordini engines, were still 
using the Hewland FT200 gearbox (originally 
designed to accept the Ford FVA nine years ago), 
and not the stronger FG and FGA series. 

Jabouille could not break the magical two- 
minute barrier in the first session but, after an 
engine change because of an oil leak, he made it 
later on and took up his position on the front row, 
an ominous threat for anyone. Leclere didn’t 
feature quite so well. He left the car at Jabouille’s 
settings and more or less admitted that he was 
taking time getting into the groove. Although he 
improved in the afternoon session, like most of 
the front runners, the engine gradually lost power 
and it was changed overnight for the race. 

Between these French teams, they have a total 
of 12 of the Gordini engines, which have a power 
band from around 7500 to 10,800rpm. 

Challenging the French were the works March 
team and, unlike last year, there wasn’t a ‘‘frog”’ 
to be seen. Their challenge to recapture the 
European title rests with Italian Maurizio 
Flammini and Brazilian Alex Ribeiro, although 
the latter doesn’t start his contract with the 
works set-up until Thruxton this weekend. 
Flammini, who drove a privately entered March 
742 last year with great verve, had been drafted 
into the team bringing backing from Sciani (who 
use to back Sandro Cinotti last year) and Texaco 
Italia. He had a new car which, like the other 762 
series, has a 3ins narrower track both front and 
rear, together with a slightly longer wheelbase in 
order to accommodate the re-siting of the oil tank 
behind the driver. The new model is also lighter. 

As for Ribeiro, he had come to an arrangement 
to run the ex-Willi Deutsch 752 for this one race. 
The car was kept totally separate from the works, 
and was looked after by MRE Racing Services. 

But as far as the crowd was concerned, the stars 
of the meeting were the two works 762s for 
national hero Hans-Joachim Stuck and Ronnie 
Peterson. Stuck’s car was the original 762 proto- 
type which had been used towards the end of last 
year for testing with the Renault V6. It was then 
converted to take the BMW engine and has there- 
fore covered many test miles with Flammini 
driving. Peterson, like Flammini, had a brand- 
new car which, following a brief shakedown test 
earlier in the week at Goodwood, had brought a 
contented smile to the Swede’s face. In fact, both 
these rapid gents were remarkably relaxed and 
confident the whole weekend. With the seemingly 
os, Flammini, there was certainly an air 
ofconfidenceintheMarchcamp. 

All three drivers were running works-main- 
tained BMW motors which had, in keeping with 
the past, been looked at by Paul Rosche. Unlike 
the Renault and several po new engines which 
were making their race debuts in F2, the BMW 
M12 design, in concept, is now nearly eight years 


| AUTOSPORT, APRIL 15, 1976 


Ingo Hoffmann drove a great race in Willi 


Kauhsen’s March-Hart before running out of 
petrol two laps from the end. 


old and is still a production-based unit. Rosche 
has been playing with these engines constantly, 
squeezing extra power by shortening the injection 
trumpets, modifying the inlet ports, using larger 
diameter pipes on the exhaust system, and so on. 
An extra 200 revs at the top end sees an esti- 
mated 305bhp between 9200 and 9600rpm. 
“They're small, but important modifications,” 
said the engineer. However, as competitions direc- 
tor Jochen Neerpasch pointed out, “If we find 
that this ap Saas uncompetitive, we will 
see no point in continuing. There is no point is 
making a racing version for Formula 2. It would 
cost the same as building an F1 engine, and that 
would be against our company policy.”” Compared 
to the Renault, the Beefm is far torquier and 
should pull cleanly from as little as 4000rpm. 
Stuck was brilliant in practice. While we were 
all marvelling at the sight and sound of the 
Renault V6, the duller tones of the Bee Ems just 
didn’t seem as powerful. Hans had other ideas. He 
ran hard and fast and in the first session broke 
two minutes for the first time, officially recording 
lm 59.9s. ‘‘I’ve been trying to do that for three 
years now,” he said. ‘‘They’ve put higher kerbing 
at all the fast corners. At first I’d thought we’d be 
slower, but in fact it forces you to be neater. Also, 
the engines are so much better nowadays. One of 
the most important corners is the very fast right- 
hand curve on the far side. A lot of time can be 
made up here. In 1974 I could take it flat, cer- 
tainly after that first race in Barcelona. From 
then onwards it was no way. Until today that is.” 
However, “taking it flat’’ is sometimes a dis- 
torted phrase when used by racing drivers. You 
uestion them harder and this vision of Hans, 
right foot flat on the throttle, arms twitching, 
heart pounding and the car straining to break 
away, no longer resembles Skid Malone in the 
Tiger comic strip. Sure, he can take it flat-out in 
fifth gear, but only on occasions: “But it’s nice to 
know you can do it, especially to pass people.” 
How many revs did he lose in making this brave 
effort? “About 800.” Wouldn’t it be easier to lift 
slightly and exit with more revs? He laughed. 
eterson was taking this corner in fourth, 
simply by banging it down a cog on entry. So 
where was Ronnie pulling the most revs? “I think 
into the first chicane. About 9200.” Martin 
Walters, the team’s development engineer, inter- 
jected: “You should really be pulling maximum 


revs, 9400 or thereabouts, coming into the second 
chicane.” Ronnie wasn’t so sure. All he knew was 
that he was lapping slower than Stuck. He 
couldn’t understand it, especially after Brian 
Hart (who was timing individual cars in the 
stadium) reckoned Ronnie was overall 0.6s 
quicker than Stuck through the twisty section. It 
turned out that Hans was holding the car in 
second gear after the Sachs Curve and through a, 
left-right flick to the double apex corner onto the 
pit straight. Neither Ronnie nor Flammini could 
do this. They had to change into third, despite 
having the same gear ratios. Ronnie tried it and 
found the telltale way up on 10,000rpm. He 
scratched his head. It was then suspected that 
Stuck’s tachometer was reading 400rpm slow and 
that in fact the German may have been over- 
revving without knowing it. The Swede’s engine 
just wasn’t pulling the same revs. “I had trouble 
posal Jose Dolhem,” said Ronnie, ‘‘and he said 
ans had no trouble passing him.” 

From all of this came the fact that Hans 
lowered his time by another second in the second 
session to end up on the pole. At Hockenheim he 
just couldn’t have chosen a better place, and it 
guaranteed a huge crowd for the following day. 

Peterson ran a lot of laps too, shaving a 
further 0.7s off his morning time to finish on the 
two-minute mark exactly. The only serious prob- 
lem encountered by the works team was a 
mysterious misfire on Flammini’s car. Originally 
it was thought to be a fault in the metering unit, 
as the car wouldn’t pull over 8000rpm in either 
fourth or fifth. So, considering that the gentle 
Italian spent most of the sessions in the pits, his 
time even exceeded the expectations of the team. 
However, Maurizio did commit a faux pas near 
the end when, in exasperation and striving for a 
super-quick time, he spun off at the fast curve 
already discussed, fortunately without too much 
damage. 

Apart from the works, there were two other 
large March teams. One was Ron Dennis’s Project 
Four Racing set-up. Ron had a brand new 762 on 
hand for Jochen Mass to drive on a one-off basis. 
The second car, a 752 from last year, was en- 
trusted to Eddie Cheever. Both these cars ran 
with Lancia engines which are, in fact, the Dino 
units used in the Stratos, although brought down 
400cc. Unfortunately it was a disastrous weekend 
for the team. Cheever had an engine break on him 
while testing mid-week; this left the team with 
just one spare, and that had only run for an hour 
on Tino Brambilla’s dynamometer. Brambilla 
was, of course, looking after the engine project. 

Politics have intervened in recent weeks, with 
Ferrari saying to Fiat that Lancia should concen- 
trate on rallying and that they would do the 
racing. As Ron Dennis explained, ‘‘It’s difficult, 
because Ferrari make the block and cranks,” 
Cheever and Mass both broke their cranks after a 
few laps of the first session, “When we weren’t 
even trying,” said Cheever. The cause could have 
been oil surge. The sole spare was pulled out and, 
with fingers crossed, installed into Jochen’s car 
for the afternoon. Within a few laps a piston 
broke. Back to the drawing board; but hopefully 
this shrill-sounding unit will realize its potential 
in the not-too-distant future. 

The other major March team was Willi 
Kauhsen’s Ford-blessed set-up for saloon ace 
Klaus Ludwig and Brazilian Ingo Hoffmann. 
They even had a spare car but, as some expected, 
it wasn’t readied for Mass, even though an awful 
lot of the Ford personnel present may have 
wished that it had. Kauhsen was very compli- 
mentary about Formula 2: “It’s fantastic. I think 
I’m going to enjoy this year. It’s so much better 
than sports cars (wink).”’ 

Because of the Ford influence, the cars natur- 
ally couldn’t run BMW engines and, with the BD 
series regarded by the hierarchy as not fully com- 

etitive, it was no surprise to see Brian Hart’s 
ight alloy 420R units sitting neatly in the back of 
the chassis. Brian had done some development 
work over the winter on the injection system, 
among various things. 

This would be tadciets first proper single- 
seater race, and he adapted quite well. The team 
had a routine engine change between sessions and 
a small oil leak, but that was all. Hoffmann, after 
his recent F1 experience, continues to impress. He 
encountered a braking problem which seemed to 
be cured, remarking “that when I got behind 
Peterson, I learned so much it was incredible.” 
Brian Hart was also impressed by his intelligent 
approach and, although still off the pace of the 
really quick boys, Ingo ended up fastest of the 
next set and the fastest Hart runner. 

Fastest of the rest of the March contingent, 
Italian Alessandro Pesenti-Rossi qualified his 
elderly but well kept 742 well up, although in fair- 
ness times below 2m 4s had to be regarded as “off 
the mark”’. 

Harald Ertl, his new Chevron not ready, hired 
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Talking of tyres, happily everyone else was run- 
ning Goodyear’s standard G50 compound from 
last year although, if Michelin do make their mark 
(and so far the French Elf teams have declined to 
use them) then the tyre situation could warm up. 

Finally, although neither qualified, were the 
Spanish-made, Belgian-financed Van Hool Marcel 
for Bernard de Dryver (the car had rising-rate 
: { front suspension with torsion bars, but perhaps it 
} “ ‘ " was too new to ask for any worthwhile lap times), 

‘ and a single Ralt for Gernot Lamby. This car 
appeared at the final Vallelunga F2 race last year, 
where Freddy Kottulinsky had the misfortune to 
blow two engines and not qualify. It didn’t make 
it here, either. 
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The marshals and photographers scatter in all directions as Keijo Rosberg goes off in Jorg Obermoser’s 


ToJ after colliding with another car. 


HOCKENHEIM continued 


Markus Hotz’s 752 whieh wasn’t correctly set u 

and oversteered too much, even for Harald’s 
liking. He spent some laps in practice waiting for 
Ronnie to order to get ina quickie. Then, when he 
found the Swede, a wire fell off the ignition... 
Alberto Colombo qualified his 752 from last year 
quite well, while a new German driver by the 


name of Bernhard Wissler, having his first F2_ 


race in the ex-Laffite 742 (last owned by Jorg 
Siegrist), drove neatly to make the grid. 

Just scraping in at the back were two more 
Marches. Ribeiro, whose car never ran well all 
weekend, looked to be having a bad time with the 
handling, the car looked twitchy under braking. 
There was also an oil leak and, on reflection, it 
might have been better for him not to have 
bothered. Still, he doesn’t lack boyish 
enthusiasm, and perhaps his luck will turn this 
weekend when he has the guidance of others. The 
final qualifier was Willi Deutsch in his brand new 
762. Last year Willi had problems galore not only 
with engines, but with a car which vibrated itself 
to pieces on several occasions. For some reason, 
he suffered this strange phenomenon on the new 
car all through practice, despite having the wheels 
balanced at least four times. 

Those Marches which didn’t make it, apart from 
Ron Dennis’ cars were Jo Vonlanthen's 752 and 
Max Bonnin’s newly acquired 752, plus both 
British entries, unfortunately. Poor Ray Mallock. 
having left his Lola at the factory for modifi- 
cations, had the fuel pressure relief valve on his 
trusty March 74B stick early in the first session. 
When his mechanics had fixed that, a clutch union 
packed up, so he set a time without one and 

ualified. But more ills followed in the afternoon 
duel pressure problems) and he was never able to 
get in a string of laps to improve his times like 
everyone else. Richard Robarts in the Myson 752 
also had rotten fortune. After having the wrong 
gear ratios and various other niggling things go 
wrong in the morning, an oil leak onto the rear 
brakes got worse in the afternoon. In three laps he 
equalled his earlier time before being called in by 
the officials because of the leak. The clutch was 
also going by then, and the Richardson BDG 
engine tad tightened up, soit was all tono avail. 

Another trip to no avail was undertaken by the 
third British arrival, the works Modus for young 
Ian Grob. Because of a delay on bag tanks, the 
team had only tested briefly in England with a 
cobbled-up F3 fuel system. When the pukka F2 
arrangement was fitted, the car never managed a 
flying lap. Rather an unfortunate debut but, like 
others, they'll be back once they’ ve sorted it out. 
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Proving that the performance of their F3 car at 
the Nurburgring the previous week was no fluke, 
all the Chevron customers who turned up with 
new B35s were happy. They all qualified. One 
Chevron not to make it was Xavier Lapeyre’s 
B29, BMW-powered (not a Chrysler any more). 

Highest placed of the Bolton-built cars, and 
again bringing smiles to the face of Chevron’s 
Paul Owens, was Jose Dolhem in one of Fred 
Opert’s Hart-powered cars. Running in a sister 
car was Venezuela’s Juan Cochesa (Opert ran him 
in Atlantic last year) and both machines arrived 
for practice without having turned a wheel. To get 
both cars onto the grid was a good effort indeed, 
and Fred was more than happy. 

Also happy, considering that neither of their 
drivers had driven single-seaters before, was the 
Trivellato team. No, it wasn’t Riccardo Patrese, 
but Roberto Marazzi and Willi Lovato, who put 
both B35s on the grid without anv histrionics at 
all. Also getting in was the ever-reliable Jean- 
Pierre Jaussaud in the ROC-powered B35, while 
the final Chevron qualifier was Super Vee driver 
Helmut Bross in Harald Ertl’s old B29. 

The Italian Osellas were four in number. All the 
cars were the new design, although the actual 
monocoque is the same as last year. In the works 
team were Hans Binder and Francois Migault, the 
latter running a Schnitzer BMW engine. 

Binder, whose car was equipped with one of the 
GmbH units, had problems throughout practice 
and even an engine change failed to get him in. He 
was naturally disappointed especially as the re- 
placement unit was 1500 revs down. So too was 
Giorgio Francia, for he had almost the same 
problems, in the end it was Migault and “Gian- 
franco” who got these attractive looking Italian 
machines onto the grid. 

Mikko Kozarowitzky’s ATS Lola T450, despite 
the latest rear suspension modifications from the 
factory, wasn’t working to the Finn’s liking. 
Engines propre in the first heat became hand- 
ling problems (‘‘it rolls too much’’) in the second. 
However, Roland Binder in his brand new T450 
actually made the grid, which was quite sur- 
prising. 

Finally there were the two ToJs entered by Jorg 
Obermoser for Keijo Rosberg and German saloon 
champion Hans Heyer who, like Ludwig, was 
having his first single-seater outing. The cars, 
having been testing recently (see Pit & Paddock) 
in France, were running on Michelin radial tyres. 
This made the visiting Goodyear technicians 
smile. The ToJs seemed to suffer from understeer 
problems and a general handling deficiency, but it 
was difficult to ascertain whether the tyres were 
the cause. 


Jean-Piere Jabouille 
Elf-Renault 2) 
1m 59.2s 


Ronnie Peterson 
March-BMW 762 
2m 00.0s 


Ingo Hoffmann 
March-Hart 762 
2m 01.2s 


Jose Dolhem 
Chevron-Hart B35 
2m 02.6s 


Sandro Pesenti-Rossi 
March-BMW 742 
2m 03.2s 


Francois Migault 
Osella-BMW FA2 
2m 04.4s 


Alberto Colombo 
March-BMW 752 
2m 04.5s 


Keijo Rosberg 
ToJ-BMW F201 
2m 04.6s 


Klaus Ludwig 
March-Hart 762 
2m 05.0s 


Hans Heyer 
ToJ-BMW F201 
2m 05.7s 


Juan Cochesa 
Chevron-Hart B35 
2m 06.1s 


Helmut Bross 


Hans-Joachim Stuck 
March-BMW 762 
1m 58.9s 


Patrick Jampay 
Martini-Renault Mk19 
1m 59.5s 


Maurizio Flammini 
March-BMW 762 
2m 00.35 


Michel Leclere 
Elf-Renault 2) 
2m 01.8s 


Rene Arnoux 
Martini-Renault Mki6 
2m 03.0s 


Harald Ertl 
March-BMW 752 
2m 03.8s 


Roberto Marazzi 
Chevron-BMW B35 
2m 04.45 


Willi Lovato 
Chevron-BMW B35 
2m 04.6s 


Jean-Pierre Jaussaud 
Chevron-Chrysler B35 
2m 04.6s 


Roland Binder 
Lola-BMW T450 
2m 05.5s 


“Gianfranco” 
Osella-BMW FA2 
2m 05.8s 


Bernhard Wissler 


Chevron-BMW B29 March-BMW 742 

2m 06.2s 2m 06.2s 

Willi Deutsch Alex Ribeiro 

March-BMW 762 March-BMW 752 

2m 06.3s 2m 06.2s 
Non-qualifiers 


Jo Vonlanthen (March-BMW 752). ............+ sees eee 
Gernot Lamby (Ralt-BMWRT1) ...........-. 0000s eae 
Hans Binder (Osella-BMW FA2)..............5.- ste 
Mikko Kozarowitzky (Lola-BMW T450)......... 

Ray Mallock (March-Ford BDX 74B)......... 

Giorgio Francia (Osella-BMW FA2).......... 

Xavier Lapeyre (Chevron-BMW B29)........ 

Richard Robarts (March-Ford BDG 752) 
Bernard de Dryver (VHM-BMW) 
Eddie Cheever (March-Lancia 752) .............000005 
Max Bonnin (March-BMW 752)................- ‘ 
Jochen Mass (March-Lancia 762) i 
lan Grob (Modus-Hart M7) ...... 0.6.60... eee en eee e ee 


HEAT ONE 


With the local radio stations warning people not 
to go to Hockenheim because it was alread 
packed to its 120,000 capacity (even Hans Stuc 
was moved to comment that he’d never seen it so 
full other than at the Grand Prix in 1970), the 26 
fortunate qualifiers were more or less frog- 
marched by German efficiency out onto the grid. 
The bright spring sunshine and the packed 
stadium made it quitea stirring sight. 

Suddenly there was drama. A fight had broken 
out on the grid, the officials refusing to allow Paul 
Owens to tighten up Jose Dolhem’s seat belts 
while Bernie Ferri, one of Fred Opert’s mechanics, 
was being dragged clear, one hand still attached 
to the slave battery which is used to start the 
engine. Then Pesenti-Rossi arrived on the grid 
without his helmet on while some stupid marshal 
refused to open the gate to allow Peterson and 
Flammini to take up their respective grid 
positions. Fortunately the intervention of Jochen 
Neerpasch allowed the works Marches out, 
although both of them had to start the race on 
cold tyres having missed the two warm-up laps 
through no fault of their own. 

But more was still to come. As the flag dropped, 
Tambay missed his shift into second gear and 
Dolhem thumped him hard up the back. Sencha 
a few others got around the virtually stationary 
Chevron before Ludwig and Binder cannoned into 
it, the Kauhsen March and the pristine B34 being 
written off in an instant. 

Meanwhile Jabouille had got the jump on Stuck 
into the first curve, with Peterson and the rest in 
pursuit. Tambay pitted after the first lap to check 
the damage, which was a bent exhaust pipe and a 
damaged battery. He rejoined fairly rapidly and 
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respective old and new Martinis (above). 


spent the rest of the race recovering lost ground, 
despite a loss of around 700 revs. 

Jabouille kept his advantage over Stuck with 
surprising ease, the German commenting after- 
wards: ‘It was really difficult to stay in his tow, 
probably because he was running less wing than 
me. Then I thought, why hurry, it’s a long race.” 
Hans saw Jabouille’s tyres begin to go off, 
although the Frenchman didn’t complain about 
them afterwards, only that his engine began to 
lose power. On lap 9 the roar from the grand- 
stands signalled ra A had hit the front. From then 
onward the German turned on the heat, officially 
breaking the two-minute lap barrier and pulling 
well away from the ailing Frenchman, whose 
engine finally gave out on lap 15. 

ut what of Peterson? Having been with these 
two leaders for the first two laps, he heard a funny 
noise leaving the Sachs Curve (which turned out 
to be the clutch breaking up) and he slid off into 
the dirt, breaking the nose. 

Moving up, but on his own even at this early 
stage, was Leclere. However, once Hoffmann and 
Flammini had found a way past Arnoux’s untidily 
driven Martini, the chase was on. 

Flammini, despite Hoffmann admitting after- 
wards that he was trying to make life difficult for 
the Italian, found a spectacular way past on the 
outside line coming into the stadium and 
immediately set off after Leclere. Unfortunately, 
after he had got closer and closer, the Morse pax 
on the throttle assembly broke and put him out of 
the running. So Hoffmann took up the challenge 
and he too pulled in the Renault. It’s doubtful 
whether he would have caught the Frenchman, 
but Michel made an error and thumped the 
barriers on the right-hander after the pits with 
just three laps to go. Two Renaults down and two 
to go? 

So Stuck ran out the unchallenged winner with 
Hoffmann a superb second and Arnoux next up. 
However, one of the best drives, considering he 
has never shone in such a way before, was that of 
Deutsch. Having started as the last qualifier, he 
pulled his way right through the field and, despite 
serious car vibrations, he passed cars to gain 

laces and inherited a few as well to finish just in 

ront of Jassaud and the recovered Tambay, the 
oe aggl giving the Chrysler engine its best run to 
ate. 

Of the others, Pesenti-Rossi retired from an 
early seventh place with spark box failure which 
allowed Ertl to lead a train comprising the 
impressive Marazzi, Colombo, Heyer and 
Migault, the latter retiring. Marazzi spun in the 
stadium, losing time, while Rosberg, having spun 
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The battling cars kick up the dust in the packed stadium on the first lap (top). Second and third. placed men Rene Arnoux and Patrick Tambay in their 


on the first lap, was pulling back well and 
catching the bunch which included his team-mate 
when he tangled with Wissler in the stadium. 


HEAT TWO 


Providing he kept going, no-one was going to stop 
Hans-Joachim from winning yet another Jim 
Clark Memorial race. Nothing did, and his works 
March ran like a train, leading from start to 
finish. However, he took things easy, which 
allowed Tambay and Hoffman to stay on terms 
throughout. Patrick tried initially to get awa 
from the Hart-powered car, but the Renault 
suddenly burbled on the second lap. The fuel 
pressure momentarily dipped and the Frenchman 
was quick to flick back on the electric fuel re 
But it mean’t that he wasn’t able to hold off Hoff- 
mann and the March slipped through. 

Meanwhile Deutsch was holding off Arnoux, 
although the Frenchman pulled past after a 
— of laps. The German hung on though, both 
of them not far behind the leading trio. Amazingly 
the German retook the Martini, although it later 
transpired that Rene was also experiencing fuel 
pressure problems and he started to slip further 
and further back. In fact with eight laps to go 
Marazzi (again going well) passed him, but on the 
last lap the tables were turned in favour of the 
French car. As Rene explained afterwards: “I too 
’ad to switch on ze electric pump but still the 
engine, she wouldn’t rev over nine oh-oh-oh. Then 
on the last lap, I push the throttle a little harder 
and the engine she work.” 

After their first-heat problems, both Flammini 
and Peterson came out to have another go, the 
Swede’s car having had an engine change. 
Unfortunately fuel pressure problems on the 
warm-up lap finished off his expected challenge. 
As*for Flammini, he had another Morse cable 
break, which puzzled the works mechanics, 
although he rejoined midway through the heat 
and apeee with customary verve. 

In the midfield, Colombo’s smoking March was 
slowly catching Jaussaud, the Frenchman having 
the misfortune to retire with two laps to go. The 
Chrysler engine had finally overheated with less 
than eight miles from the end. It robbed him and 
the engine of a certain place in the top six. 

Heyer and Helmut Bross had each other’s 
company for many laps and, although the former 
had a lurid visit to the dirt entering the stadium 
towards the end, he recovered to score a 
championship point (for Michelin too!) on 
aggregate. Ertl, having had to avoid a second 


start-line shunt which eliminated Ribeiro’s 
nosecone and damaged the‘Austrian’s, also pulled 
back the lost ground, pipping Bross on the last 


lap. 

With Stuck taking it easy, both Hoffmann and 
Tambay remained close enough to keep the crowd 
interested. It looked as if Hoffmann was certain of 
a superb overall result which, with Jaussaud still 
running at this stage, would have seen four 
different engines in the top six. Then the murmur 
in the crowd told you something had happened. 

Stuck’s BeeEm droned into view with the bark 
of Tambay’s Renault next. Where’s Hoffmann? 
Here he comes. He must have spun. Still, he’s got 
plenty of time in hand and there’s only two laps to 
go. Next lap: no Hoffmann. A figure can be seen 
walking back towards the pits. It’s Hoffmann. 
What happened Ingo? “I ran out of ...... petrol, 
can you believe that!” What a cruel and bitter 
blow after such an ver eee drive. But you can 
never be sure of anything until you’ve taken the 
chequered flag. 


Jim Clark Memorial Trophy 
Hockerheim, April 11 
2x 20 laps — 271.60kms 
European F2 Championship — round 1 


199. 256kmh 

2, Rene Arnoux (Martini-Renault V6 Mk16), 1h 23m 03.0s; 

3, Patrick Riera Haart rate cy =) V6 Mk19), 1h 23m 15.4s; 

4, Willi Deutsch (March-GmbH BMW 762), 1h 23m 20.2s; 

5, Roberto pease © hevron-Trivellato BMW B35), 1h 32m 56.7s; 
6, Harald Ertl (March-Heidegger BMW 752), 1h 24m 42.9s; 

7, Hans Heyer (ToJ-Heidegger BMW F201), 1h 25m 12.3s; 8, Willi 
Lovato (Chevron-Trivellato BMW B35), lh 25m 26.4s; 9, Juan 
Cochesa erg tg rk 420R B35),39 laps; 10, Helmut Bross 
(Chevron-GmbH BMW B29), 39 laps; 11, Jean-Peirre Jaussaud 
Chevron ROC-Chrysler B35), 38 laps, DNF; 12, Alex Ribeiro (March- 

mbH BMW 752), 38 laps. 


Heat 1 (20 laps): 1, Stuck, 40, 30.1s, 201.117kh; 2, Ingo Hoffmann 
recto 420R 762), 40m 58.8s; 3, Arnoux, 41m 10.8s; 4, 

eutsch, 41m 50.2s; 5, Jaussaud, 41m 53.1s; 6, Tambay, 41m 
— lap: Stuck, on lap 12, 1m 59.8s; 203.979kh (F2 
record). 


1, Hans-Joachim Stuck (March-GmbH BMW 762), 1h 21m 45.6s, 


Retirements: Colombo, lap 19, no petrol; Leclere, lap 17, crash, 
Wissler, lap 17, electrics; Vonlanthen, lap 17, misfire; Jabouille, lap 
14, broken valve; Flammini, lap 14, throttle assembly; Rosberg, lap 
9, crash; Pesenti-Rossi, lap 9, spark box; Peterson, lap 1, clutch; 
Dolhem, lap 0, crash; Ludwig, lap 0, crash; R. Binder, lap O, crash. 


Heat 2 (20 laps): 1, Stuck, 41m 15.5s, 197.429kh; 2, Tambay, 41m 
16.3s; 3, Deutsch, 41m 30.0s; 4, Arnoux, 41m 52.2s; 5, Marazzi, 41m 
52.8s; 6, Alberto Colombo (March-GmbH BMW 752), 42m 07.7s. 
Fastest lap: Hoffmann, 2m 02.3s, 199.810kh. 


Retirements: Jaussaud, lap 18, overheating; Hoffmann, lap 18, no 
trol; Pesenti-Rossi, ne 16, engine; R. Binder, Lap 15, engi 
'e 
, 


ine; 
\. a lap 14, engine; Peterson, lap 2, fuel pressure; Lamby, lap1, 
jutch. 


az 


ial stage 


Four years ago, the Benson & Hedges 
Circuit of Ireland could boast an 
entry of some 240 cars. This year the 
total has shrunk alarmingly to its 
present low level of just 106 com- 
petitors, but the rally still retains its 
mystique and romance — a tribute to 
first class professional organization 
over the years, and the support 
of the primary sponsors, Benson & 
Hedges and the Irish Tourist Board. 
This year the rally is being held 
without any real semblance of 
European support, while entries 
from the UK are sparse to say the 
least, despite great promotional 
efforts made by UAC in the inter- 
Lira yee 12 months. 


Although the Circuit was 
“observed” last year and was 
recommended for upgrading to 


maximum ECR status, nothing has 
actually occurred, with the result 
that the coefficient scheme still 
operates and ‘‘coeff 2” is clearly not 
enough to attract top European 
competition all the way to Ireland,. 
despite generous transport. 
discounts. In the UK, works parti- 
cipation is ruled out on account of 
the policical situation, and of course 
this latter deterrent, is a_con- 
tributory factor in the low number of 
entries received generally. Neverthe- 
less, the Circuit is as big, bold and. 
lucrative as ever for competitors, 
and under the new generalship of 
Clerk of the Course Peter Allen, 
promises to be every bit as good as 
previous years have borne witness. 

There are some six new stages as 
well as many old favourites; all of 
which added together produce an 
exciting 500 tarmac stage miles in 
total route of 1500 miles. There is no 
doubt that the Circuit is an expen- 
sive event to consider, but in terms 
of competitive-value-for-money there 
are few equals in the world. As an 
RAC championship round, it is a 
great pity that there is not more 
support for this type of event from 
the UK. It is unique in the British’ 
calendar and provides the kind of 
high pressure experience on tarmac 
which is often missed by our “forest 
racers”. 

The 60 stages which comprise this 
year’s Circuit are arranged in clock- 
wise fashion around Ireland, but the 
rally is as usual divided into five 
pets with the start at Bangor 

ports and Leisure Centre scheduled 
for tomorrow (Friday), where at 
15.00 Councillor J. Preston (the 
Mayor of Bangor) will flag away the 
first cars. Bangor Castle provides 


DAD (Dawson Auto Developments) 
is currently the scene of great acti- 
vity, but unexpected interestin 


news concerns a phone call which. 


Andy took last week offering a 
works Datsun Violet TwinCam (16- 
valve) for the Welsh and the Scot- 
tish. Little more is known about the 
deal at present, but Andy’s efforts in 
the Kleber scholarship car certainly 
did not go unnoticed on the RAC 
Rally last year, so we can expect to 
see Mr Wakabayashi and his merry 
men in Wales perhaps... . 

Meanwhile, Dawson has reached 
an agreement with Coventry to sell 
trimmed Avenger bodyshells, which 
come fitted with most ancillaries and 
are painted. DAD are selling these 
shells at £1000 as part of Dawson’s 
plans to increase interest in the 
Avenger as a rally car; the latter he 
feels is sorely under-rated in this 
guise. Group 1 welded and strength- 
ened versions of these same shells 
are soon to be made available. 

Andy is also pressing on with the 
development of his own Avenger 
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‘occasion by 


“ 


unday Run” last year. 


CIRCUIT OF IRELAND 


What price excitement? 


the first competitive venue and is 
also the first of two officially 
designated spectator stages. (The 
other is the last test of the event at 
Antrim Castle where there will be 
commentary and car _ parking 
facilities — admission 50p). 

From. Bangor the cars contest 
stages at Strangford Lough 
(brought back after repeated 
requests) and sponsored on this 
cComb Plastics, 
moving on south through Bohill, 
Balloly, the popular Milltown, 
Babillon Hill, Mount Pleasant, 
Crosskeys, Moyduff, Tonyowen and 
so on. 
into the night before they tackle the 
daunting 20 miles of Sally Gap 
(including a new section for the first 
nine miles). This should work up 
sweat on a few brows, but there is no 
time to relax because Sally Gap is 
followed almost immediately by 16 
miles of a very fast Aghavannagh, 
then Knockbrandon and Skeagh- 
vasteen before the breakfast halt at 
Kilkenny where the cars will be 
arriving at 04.30 in the New Park 


DAD’s army and the Avengers 


rally car which is intended to be an 
example of the way in which 
Chrysler can be made into a success- 
ful (and cheap) rally car. Prime in- 
gredients are a comparatively inex- 
pensive 2-litre pushrod engine (from 
which 180bhp is confidently ex- 
pected), a five link rear suspension 
set-up and an estate car back axle, 
which has been proved to be strong 
enough for the job in hand. Without 
the weight penalty of a works type 
axle or gearbox, Andy expects to 
save some 200lbs over the factory 
car and he reckons at present that 
the job can be done for around 
£3500. 

Also now being offered is a 
development on Imps, with which 
Andy is highly familiar, and he has 
now perfected a relatively inexpen- 
sive 1150cc short stroke engine 
which has been lent to Jon Lloyd for 
testing. The latter’s outing on the 
South West Stages recently was 
most impressive. The unit is said to 
produce 125bhp at 8500rpm and 
Andy is offering it for £800. 


ypical Circuit action as Dessie McCartney tackle 


ese stages take the cars well. 


«with their old car, suitably modified, 


ee 
as Bate 


Sa tight section of the 


Hotel. _ 

Part Two begins at 05.45 with a 
run of eight stages leading across to 
the south west into Killarney. This 
run is tougher than usual and 
includes Clogheen, Kealvaugh (along 
the shores of Lough Allua) and then 
the well-known Borlin. First cars will 
be arriving in Killa = ih at 13.22 and 
parc fermé there will be the Fair 
Green Car Park as usual. 

The infamous Sunday Run (or Part 
Three) starts at a daunting 07.30 
with Knockacullig (no Molls Gap this 
year) before continuing with the 
scenic Quarry Hill, the twisty Knock- 
brack; the eupere. Caragh Lake and 
then over the daunting Ballagh- 
beana Pass. The latter is run twice 
and the road will remain closed all 
day. A new stage at Curramore 
precedes Curraduff and then the 
inimitable amphitheatre, the Tim 
Healey Pass. Four more breathless 
stages and the cars are back into 
Killarney for the  evening’s 
carousing. First car there: 16.16 The 
Torc Rooms, Great Southern Hotel 
are as usual Rally HQ in Killarney, 


@ DTV are going to Ireland this week 


of course, and not the new one with 
which it was hoped to do battle on 
the tarmac. Delays experienced with 
the delivery of component parts to 
Shepreth have apparently put the 
programme back somewhat, and 
about 10 days ago the uphill struggle 
was temporarily terminated in 
favour of re-preparing the old car 
with the latest development tweaks 
which are being incorporated into 
the new shell. 


@ The Belfast Telegraph are pro- 
viding a Circuit of Ireland ‘‘dial-a- 
result’’ service throughout the forth-. 
coming event. The scheme came into 
operation yesterday (Wednesday) at 
12.00, and information given out in 
the bulletins is to be updated on 
average every four hours. The tele- 
phone number is Belfast 8041. 


‘@ We hear that Cahal Curley is now 


out of hospital following treatment. 
to’ one of his eyes (apparently an 
ulcer in one. of fae) and, although 
he was still bandaged at the begin- 
ning of the week, that he is confident 
of —s the Circuit in the 
Chequered Flag Carrera. 


edited by Peter Newton 


and at 10.00 on Monday there will be 
coffee here for some of those who 
need it, as well as those who don’t 
while the Sunday Run prizegiving is 
conducted. 

Part Four is Billy Coleman 
Country and from a 12.00 starting 
hour on Monday, cars head north for 
Gortnagane, the very fast Bregoge 
Cross and Glenwilliam. The supper 
halt is at Athlone, time 19.45. 

Finally part five, and a very tough 
neh it is too, with 16 stages 
scheduled to carry the crews through 
until Tuesday morning. Three of 
them — Pourhouse, Belhavel Lough 
and Arigna Mountain — total 36 
miles of stages with in a total of 52 
road miles! The Circuit then 
continues north into Donegal where 
the rally returns after three years 
absence. Lough Eske and the new 
Gorey Hill are among the tests 
awaiting runners here. Now en route 
for the Larne finsih, battered 
survivors must face two old 
favourites, Glendun and Orra Lodge, 
before the final stage at Antrim 
Castle. First car is due at the finish 
at 11.35 in the Agnew Street Car 
park. 

First prize is £1500 and there are 
many epee awards and trophies. 
The Irish team for the RAC Ti le 
Crown Championship is Billy 
Coleman, Dessie McCartney, Cahal 
Curley and Ken Shields. 

The organisers have lost John 
Haugland of late (the new coupé is 
apparently not available), but the 
resourceful Fred Gallacher has 
perzuaded the fun-loving Bengt 

undstrom to return to Ireland, and 
as we go to press the Toyota Celica 
is being picked up from Brussels. 
That the Stratos is, after all, going 
to arrive is good news indeed, while 
other late changes to the list in- 
clude the appearance of racing man 
Joe Greenan at number 27 in the 
ex- David Agnew BMW 2002 Tii 
and Reggie McSpadden/Robert 
McBurney in a Porsche Carrera at 
30. Leading runners are as follows: 


(Vauxhall Magnum 12, David Agnew Robert 
(Porsche Carrera), 14, Jerry 


; 15, Harold 


Record build? 


Having seen the results of the most 
recent Chequered Flag Stratos 
accident at first hand, the last thing 
we expected was to be informed on 
Monday that the car would be going 
to Ireland fully rebuilt and re 
painted! But that is what is happen- 
ing this week, for on Friday 
(tomorrow) the car will be starting 
the Circuit of Ireland, driven as in- 
tended by Per Inge Walfrids- 
son/John Jensen. 

As it now stands, the Stratos is 
virtually completely new. The 
damaged monocoque central section 
has been repaired and repainted by 
John Cleary of Central Motors, 
Kilburn, while Chas Beattie has 
again fabricated all the wishbones 
and chassis parts. There is now new 
suspension, radiators (speciall 
fabricated by Serck), a new wind- 
screen from Holland, and new 
Bilstems from Germany. The mam- 
moth task of assembly Sine of course 
fallen on the capable shoulders of 
Ron Pellatt and Ken Smith. 
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An impressive entry for the Welsh 


Timo Salonen and Andy Dawson head Datsun runners 


The current trend towards low entry 
figures on prominent events this 

ear is mirrored to a somewhat 
esser extent in the Western Mail 
International Welsh Rally which 
starts at the end of the first week in 
May. This traditionally ‘‘clubman’s 
international” has only 171 starters, 
where in former years over 200 
would normally have been the norm. 
However, the quality of the entry is 
really high and there are anumber of 
Scandinavian crews, principally in 
Avengers, who promise to upset the 
G1 apple cart with their flamboyant 
techniques. 

The most notable snippets of news 
from among the massed ranks of the 
quickest cars are that firstly there is 
a Saab 99EMS for Stig Blomqvist; 
secondly Tony Fowkes is debuting 
his new RS1800; thirdly Ron Crellin, 
(as rumoured) is partnering Russell 
Brookes; fourthly the Welsh marks 
the official debut of two works TR7s; 
and last — Andy Dawson should be 
seen in a works-built Datsun Violet 
Twin Cam which he is also scheduled 
to be driving on the Scottish in June. 

The foreign contingent is headed 
by Timo Salonen, the very quick 
Finn who is ak ie his Datsun 
160J Violet in which he finished 


sixth on the 1000 Lakes, and in which 
he led the recent Hankkiralli for 
some time before his studs ran out. 
Other notables include Hannu 
Valtaharju from Salo in Finland 
driving a G1 Avenger GT (second on 
the Marlboro Arctic Rally), Moller 
and Pitkanen, also from Finland in 
Avengers, and Borgesson from 


Sweden in a G1 BMW 2002Tii. 
Timo Salonen — formidable Finn. 


Wealthy privateer Matti Johansson 
is bringing over the ex-Kynsilehto, 
ex-works RS1600 “OOO 98M”, and 
is seeded at 43. 

The EOP 30 seeded competitors is 
merely the tip of the iceberg, for 
other quick drivers immediately 
following include Russell Close (31), 
Timo Salonen (34), Robin Eyre- 
Maunsell (33), Donald Heggie (37), 


Andy Dawson — re-acquaintance. 


David Stokes (38), Barry Lee (41), 
Jeff Churchill (42), Gordon Batchelor 
(44), Terry Brown (45), Pat Ryan 
(Dolomite Sprint-46), Jim MacRae 
(48) and Richard Iliffe (51). The sup- 

orting cast includes the Samson 

rothers, debuting their new 
RS1800; Robert James, Terry Kaby, 
Bernard Banning, Mike Rawson, 
Robin Farrington, etc, etc. 

Altogether, the Welsh this year 
looks to be a very exciting rally in- 
deed. AUTOSPORT will be publishing 
details of route, timetable and so on 
at a later date. The action starts on 
May 6. 


Top 30 starters 


1, Roger Clark/Jim Porter (RS1800); 2, Stig 
Blomavist/Hans Sylvan (Saab 99 EMS); 3, Tony 
Fowles/Bryan Harris (RS1800); 4, Per Inge Walfri- 
dsson/John Jensen (Lancia Strato); 5, Bill 
Coleman/Dan O'Sullivan (RS1800); 6, Russell 
Brookes/Ron Crellin (RS1800); 7, Ari Vatanen/- 
Peter Bryant (RS1800); 8, Tony Pond/Dave Richar- 
ds (Triumph TR7); 9, Erik Aaby/Martin Holmes 
(RS1600); 10, Pentti Airikkala/Colin Francis 
hee 11, Chris Sclater/Paul White (Chrysler 

venger GT); 12, Hannu Valtaharju/—(Avenger 
GT); 13, Andy Dawson/—(Datsun Violet TC); 14, 
Will Sparrow/Nigel Raeburn (Vauxhall Magnum); 
15, Nigel Rockey/Derek Tucker (RS1800); 16, 
Colin Malkin/John Foden prey. Carrera); 17, 
Tony Fall/Mike Broad (Opel Kadett GTE); 18, Brian 
Cul¢heth/Johnstone Syer (Triumph TR7); 19, Tony 
Drummond/Phil Short (RS1600); 20, George Hill/- 
Peter Valentine (Vauxhall Magnum); 21, Graham 
Elsmore/Stuart Harrold (RS 1600); 22, Paul 
Faulkner/Monty Peters (RS1800); 23, Pitkanen/ 
Hanslin Parser Avenger 6D 24, John Taylor/ 
Mike Greasley hl ne 5, Mdller/Rodney 
Spokes (Avenger ye 5 riegy Thompson/ 
—(Porsche Carrera); 27, Laurie Richards/John 
Tew (RS1800), 28, Frank Pierson/Arthur Brick 
; 29, Jill Robinson/Pauline Gullick 
(RS1600); 30, Gavin Waugh/Peter Handy 
(Chrysler Avenger G7). 


Waldegaard is Safari favourite 


Last minute Peugeot swop — Simo Lampinen replaces Andersson 


Our Man in Africa, Henry Liddon, 
has sent us this preview of the Safari 
Rally, which starts today (Thursday, 
April 15); 
The Cuculus Solitarius could well 
have the answer to the annual 
uestion of who will win the Safari 
ally which, as always, is being held 
over the Easter weekend at the time 
when the annual long rains are due. 

The Cuculus bird is a member of 
the familiar cuckoo family and has a 
unique call which seems to say over 
and over again “It-will-rain-it-will- 
rain”. As this bird has been heard 
now for some weeks, everyone is 
vis to see if it will! 

Unlike any other event in the 
world, rain is a dominant factor 
where competitors must either face 
choking dust and heat or some of the 
heaviest rain and mud imaginable. 
The advantages of having an early 
number are therefore considerable. 

The Safari starts in Nairobi in the 

afternoon, heading south across the 
and plains to Mombasa on the 
ndian Ocean before returning to 
Nairobi, which is situated at over 
5000ft, for a night halt after some 
220km of very fast and rough 
motoring. 

On Saturday the route leaves at 
6am for an 800kms section through 
the Aberdare mountains and the 
twisty roads around Mt Kenya, in- 
cluding the notorious Meru Embu 
section. After a further night halt, 
the third and probably most diffi- 
cult leg travels to Kisumu on Lake 
Victoria then to the hot and prob- 
ably rough Mariach Pass, Tambach 
and the Aberdares again, returning 
to the finish in Nairobi at about mid- 
~ on Monday the 19th. 

xpecting the dry conditions to 
continue the organizers are now cut- 
ting the time allowance so that even 
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the flying Stratos (or is it Stratae) 
will unavoidably be late. 

There is considerable mumbling 
from competitors with slower but 
stronger cars that this year the 
Safari is too easy. However, if our 
rain bird is correct the situation will 
be very different. 

The combination of a Lancia Ali- 
talia Stratos, Bjorn Waldegaard and 
drawing pols position from the start 
makes this formidable crew the 
unanimous favourite to win, 
although their team mates, Sandro 
Munari and local man Vic Preston 
Jr, will not be far behind. 

Datsuns have entered a very 
strong five-car team with past 
winner Shekhar Mehta, Harry 
Kallstrom, Howard Lawrence 
Brown, Hans Schuller and Zully 


of 


Timo Makinen’s Safari V6 Peugeot Coupé pictured 
ae er 


Rhemtulla, five drivers capable of 
finishing very well if conditions get 
bad, as the car is know to be very 
strong. The same can be said for the 
1600cc Mutsubishi Colt entries for 
Andrew Cowan, Johnstone Syer, 
Joginder Singh and Robin Ulyate. In 
fact, Joginder’s car led the rally last 
year for a while. 

Opel Euro Handler Team are 
making their first bid for Safari 
honours with cars driven by veteran 
Rauno Aaltonen, Edgar Herrmann 
and a newcomer to the event, Walter 
Rohrl, partnered by the experienced 
Claes Billstam. After many prob- 
lems in practice and testing, one 
hopes the Ope will prove stronger 
than was the case in the recent 
Portuguese Rally. 

After their win 


last year, 


recently in testing. 


LN fu 


Marshalls, the Peugeot people, have 
entered a strong team led by Hannu 
Mikkola and Timo Makinen in the 
new and as yet unrallied Peugeot 504 
V6 Coupé. Lakinso, a late addition 
to the team after Ford’s withdrawal, 
is using the Moroccan test car with 
over 10,000kms on the clock! 
Backing these two Coupés will be 
three 504 Injection saloons for Jean- 
Pierre Nicolas, Tanzanian resident 
Bert Shankland and Simo Lampinen, 
a last minute substitution for Ove 
Andersson who was unable to spare 
the time in Kenya away from his 
Toyota commitments. 
ith only 67 entries, the rally 
nevertheless has a very strong Euro- 
pean challenge which is surprising 
considering the high cost of com- 
peting. The transportation by air of 
rally cars, crews and spares cost an 
average sized team from Europe well 
in excess of £10,000. 
Of the remaining entries, Datsuns 
are numerically strongest with past 
winner Peter Huth being a fancied 


‘dark horse; while Britain’s Robin 


Hillyar, also an ex-winner, has a 
works prepared Escort out here, 
again sponsored by Annabel’s 
despite the withdrawal fo the official 
works entries. 

Local opinion states that the 
leader at Nairobi the first time round 
never wins. But perhaps Bjorn 
Waldegaard can prove them wrong 
and become the third European to 
win this classic event. 


Leading runners 


1, Bjorn Waldegaard/Hans Thorszelius (Lancia 
Stratos); 2, Jean Pierre Nicolas/Jean Claude 
Lefebre (Peugeot 504 inj); 3, Timo Makinen/Henry 
Liddon (Peugeot 504 V6); 4, Hannu Mikkola/Jean 
Todt (Peugeot 504 V6); 5, Shekhar Mehta/Mike 
Doughty (Datsun 710); 6, Sandro Munari/Silvio 
Maiga (Lancia Stratos); 7, Simo Lampinen/Arne 
Hertz (Peugeot 504 inj); 8, ‘oo Singh/David 
Doig (Colt Lancer 1600); 9, Walter Rohri/Claes 
Billstam (Opel Kadett GTE); 10, Harry Kallstrom/ 
Leif Lindqvist (Datsun 710); 11, Andrew Cowan/ 
Johnstone Syer (Colt Lancer 1600); 14, Rauno 
Aaltonen/Willi Peter Pitz (Opel Kadett GTE); 16, 
Bert Shankland/Brian Barton (Peugeot 504 inj); 
17, Vic Preston jnr/John Lyall (Lancia Stratos); 20, 
od Herrmann/Jack Simonian (Opel Kadett 
GTE); 22, Robin Ulyate/Chris Bates (Colt Lancer 
1600); 30. Robin Hillyar/Mike Hart (RS1800). 
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Gear: Norte Carron/Pierre Schaer led Jaroszewicz’s Fiat Abarth for a well 


deserved win. 


Driving a privately entered Group 3 
Porsche Carrera RS, Jean Marie 
Carron and Pierre Schaer drove to a 
well-deserved victory on the Lugano 
rally last Saturday week, beating 
Andrzej Jaroszewicz’ tired Fiat 
Abarth 124 into second place after a 
rotest that involved the 
immaculate Grou 4 Porsche 
Carrera of locals Andre Savary/Jean- 
Robert Corthay. The organisers 
having initially granted Savary 
extra time before the restart for 
the second half of the rally, in order 
to replace his gearbox which had 
only first gear left, were forced to 
penalize him and three other cars 
which were given similar benefits, 
dropping Savary from second to 
22nd. 

The rally started at Lugano at 
18.00 on the Friday night after 
scrutineering had taken place in the 
afternoon, under the eyes of the 
Swiss police who insisted that all the 
cars comply with Swiss traffic regu- 
lations, which allow only 68 decibels 
on the noise meter. This stipulation 
caused concern for many of the 
competitors, particularly Jarosze- 
wicz, who got a reading of “90”, but 
tying a Volkswagen tail-pipe onto 
the existing system with wire soon 
cured this. All this commotion was 
just for the 10kms that had to be 
driven to the border, because all the 


competitive motoring was to take: 


placein Italy.... , 
The first stage, climbing on the 
incredibly narrow roa from 


Nascat Vararo saw Savary quickest 
by 18secs from Jaroszewicz, and the 


private Stratos (Giancarlo Biasuzzi) 


a further 9secs in arrears. But 
already out of the rally was the 


Following experimental use of two 
forests by Port Talbot MC on the 
Tour of Eppynt, Economic Forestry 
(Wales) Ltd has agreed with the 
Welsh Association of Motor Clubs 
on the use of their roads as special 
stages. The owners of several forests 
managed by Economic Forestry 
have given permission for such use, 
adding some 40 miles of stages to the 
total available in South Wales. All 
are suitable for conventional stage 
rallies, and at least three properties 
could be used for single-venue events 
or practice days, for which DoE 
Authorisation would not be required. 

Current charges are 30p per car- 
mile, calculated on the number of 
cars starting the event. There will be 
a minimum charge payable in 
advance; this will normally be £300, 
but a lower figure may be agreed for 
an event using a low mileage in these 
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Forty miles of new tracks 


RALLYE DU LUGANO 


Private Porsche 


Italian Fiat Abarth 124 sponsored 
by the Parein biscuit company, 
Luciano Botto’s car having dropped 
a valve. Stage 2 was s short tarmac 
blind from Rancio to Brinzio where 
Savary was again best, but by only 
8secs from Carron; this stage saw 
the end of the rally for another 
Italian pair, Franco Soili/ 
Danielle Gazzani_ suffering a 
broken driveshaft in their Jolly Club 
Lancia Beta Coupé. The third stage, 
run on the narrow gravel road from 
Barragia to Arcisate, caused heart- 
aches for all but the first car 
(Jaroszewicz) as the thick yellow 
dust seemingly took hours to settle, 
giving Andrzej a clear 18secs 
advantage over the brilliant red 
Porsche of Savary, decked out in the 
colours of his sponsors, Brazilia 
Boutiques. This stage too saw 
another car bite the dust, this time 
the Swiss Alpine A110 of Chris 
Carron/Michel Wyder which came to 
a halt jammed in fifth gear. 

Stages 4 and 5 were again on 
tarmac with the latter, San Michele, 
leading cars back again to the first 
stage to repeat the five stages 
another three times during this first 
night. The first time over San 
Michele was too much for two 
further Italian crews, the Alfasud of 
Angelo Baretta and the Fulvia 
being forced to retire, Carlo 
Cuccirelli only lasting one stage 
further in his Porsche Carrera. 


forests, in order not to inhibit the use 
of a stage which can be combined 
with stages in other ownership. 
However, the stages wil! not be 
available during the high firerisk 
period from March 1 to June 15. 

All requests to use these stages 
will be channeled through the Welsh 
Association, so that their use can be 
co-ordinated with that of Forestry 
Commission and other private roads, 
and Authorisation problems can be 
avoided. Details are available from 
John MHenderson, Forge Acre, 
Knelston, Swansea, SA3 1XR. 
Requests to use the stages up to 
February 1978 should be made by 
May 1 1976, so that they can be con- 
sidered by the Welsh Association 
Rally Committee at the same time as 
applications for Forestry Commis- 
sion allocations. 
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Elba (see page 20). 


plods home 


The second time over Nasca saw 
Carron better by 6secs than Savary, 
but the red Carrera held onto a 
slim 1lsecs lead overall with 
Jaroszewicz’s black and _ yellow 
Abarth 15secs behind Carron. Karl- 
Ludwig Locher, who finished third 
last year in an Innocenti Mini, was 
lying fourth in the Euro Handler G4 

pel Kadett GTE which the Swiss 
concessionaires had prepared for 
him, and which was running on Fire 
stone racing tyres for the tarmac 
stages; somewhat of an innovation in 
rallying circles? 

Behind him came the two Stratos, 
Walter Soldini/’’Sekhmet” in their 
Siemon-prepared Jolly club car lying 
30secs up on the white version of 
Biasuzzi Gasparoli. But after just 
two runs, the rough Arcisate stage 
overcame Soldini’s car and a 
suspension failure put him out of the 
rally. Twice through here was also 
too much for the quick German 
driver Harald Demuth, who had been 
entered by the Swiss Toyota 
importers in a Group 1 Celica. He 
kept complaining that the engine, a 
racing unit was not giving enough 
torque for the steep climbs, but what 
was really putting him off was being 
consistently beaten by the German 
pair who have been doing well in all 
their European rounds so far this 
year. The latter’s best results so far 
are sixth and eighth intheir Irmscher 
prepared G1 Opel Kadett GTE, 
which needed hardly any service, 
even after both the Costa Brava and 
Firestone rallies. 

As dawn began to _ break, 
competitors set off to complete the 
fourth and final lap of these stages, 
finding two of them cancelled along 
the way due to poor security, this 
being the reason why the rally was 
now running well over an hour 
behind schedule. But by the time 
competitors finally headed back to 
Lugano, Carron/Schaer held a secure 
minute’s lead from Savary, with 
Jaroszewicz still third and Locher 
holding onto fourth though the 
Kadett was now sounding decidely 
sick. Fedrico Cane/Gaetano Orlando 
were placed a very creditable fifth in 
their G3 Fiat Abarth. Biasuzzi was 
sixth in the Stratos ahead of 
Schweizer/Bernd who had _ just 
managed seventh with yet another 
Carron, this one called Phillipe, 
dropping out with fuel pump 
problems on his Team Wicky 2.7 
Carrera. 

Even before the start of the second 


| leg, the organizers were giving 


~ 


Werner Schweizer won Group 1 with fifth place. His good fortune ran out in 


themselves problems, for before the 
off they allowed four crews to 
remove their cars from an alleged 
parc fermé for repairs, Savary his 
gearbox, the Austrians Adam and 
Gebert, the head-gasket on their 
Ascona, and two other cars with 
similar problems. It was not until 
Jaroszewicz and his co-driver 
Ryszard Zyszkowski protested the 
matter at the finish that the 
organizers felt obliged to award road 
penalties to the guilty (?) parties, 
when of course it was in fact the 
former who were at fault; but just 
how do you penalize the organizers 
for making a misjudgement!? But 
their problems continued into the 
second loop, as added to the Pigra 
stage (already cancelled before the 
start of the rally), was that from 
Verna to Lanzo (again with security 
problems), and after the first ten 
cars had completed the Laino-Monte 
Tellero stage, that too was cancelled; 
all of which left just 12 tests to be 
completed during the night. Twice 
over Nesso-Erno (tarmac), and 
Sormano (50/50 tar gravel), and four 
times over the two fast tarmac tests 
to the east of Lugano, Esinop-Lario 
and Valsassina. The second Stratos 
was forced to retire on the way to 
these two furthest stages with fuel- 
injection problems, and ‘Locher’s 
Kadett finally ground to halt 
between the two, his engine having 
at last cried enough. 

At the finish back in Lugano, Jean- 
Marie Carron held onto his lead from 
Sava' with Jaroszewicz just 
behind; Cane fourth, and Schweizer 
now back to sixth having been just 
pipped by the Carrera of Eros Medici 
who was able to press home his 
power advantage on the long, fast 
stages. Andre Savary was eventu- 
ally relegated to 22nd, leaving 
Andrzej Farosnewicz second in the 
old 124 Abarth, which, he says, 
has now done its final event (it is a 
veteran of 20 previous sorties); his 
Stratos should’ be ready by the 


middle of ae Werner 
Schweizer/Bernd stmann, who 
apparently are not rated in 


Germany, not only won the Group 1 
award yet again, but finished fifth 
overall, a fine effort. 


HUGH BISHOP 


1, J-M. Carron/P. Schaer (Porsche Carrera RS), 3h 

14m 47s; 

2, A. Jaroszewicz/Zyszkowski (Fiat Abarth 124), 3h 
7m 33s; 

4 

3 


Medici/C. Sannitz (Porsche Carrera RS), 3h 


1 : 

z F. Cane/G. Orlando (Fiat Abarth 124), 3h 23m 

S; 

he, 

30m 35s; 

5, W. Schweizer/B. Ostmann (Opel Kadett GTE), 
h 31m 07s; 

6, A. Mella/G. Porro (Alfetta 1.8), 3h 32m 54s. 

7, G. Pozzi/A. Isanz (Alfa Romeo GTV), 3h 36m 
lls; 8, S. Galfetti/G. Bernasconi (Opel Kadett 
GTE), 3h 40m 44s; 9, R. Steffan/L. Calelli (Opel 
Ascona 1.9), 3h 41m 07s; 10, M. Romanello/l. 
Romanello (Alfasud Ti), 3h 41m 33s. 

Group 1: 1, Schweizer/Ostmann es Kadett 
GTE), 3h 31m 07s; 2, Mella/Porro (Alfetta 1.8), 3, 
Pozzi/Isanz (Alfa-Romeo GTV). 
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RES ea seespecial stage 


Johnsons of 
Gainsborough 
for Drummond 


It now seems likely that Johnsons of 
Gainsborough, the Ford Main 
Dealers in Lincolnshire, are on the 
point of announcing a tie-up with 
Tony Drummond following the with- 
drawal of Derek Carman Catering 
from the scene. We hear that 
Johnsons and Tony are negotiating 
with a major petrol company and 
another manufacturer and that a 
deal may be announced next week. 
In the meantime Tony will be com- 
peting on the Bass Charrington Tour 
of Lincs under the Johnson’s banner, 
and the intention is to back him for 
all remaining RAC rounds. Tony is 
expecting to have his RS1800 ready 
in time for the Scottish in June. 


Tony Drummond — Tour of Lincs. 


Irish fixtu res 


The complete schedule of the Belfast 
Telegraph Northern Ireland rally 
championship are as follows: 


May1 ~ Belfast,Bangor& CoLondonderry/ 
NewtownardsMC CoAntrim 
May 15 Enniskillen MC Co Fermanagh 
June 25/26 Larne MC Co Antrim 
July 31 North Armagh MC CoDown 
Aug 14 Omagh MC Co Tyrone 
Sept34 ‘The Ulster 
Rally” al 
Sept25 Newry MC Co Down 
Nov 13 Ulster AC Co Londonderry/ 
Co Antrim 


Regulations for the first two 
rounds are now available from 
Belfast, Bangor & Newtownards MC, 
c/o Martin McBride, 48 Lynne Cres- 
cent, Bangor, Co. Down (tel. Bangor 
67322); and from Enniskillen MC c/o 
Gordon Jackson, Silverhill, Ennis- 
killen, Co. Fermanagh (tel. 
Enniskillen 3002). 

Most of Ireland’s top drivers have 
expressed keen interest in the series 
and the competition should be 
intense, especially as it has been 
decided for this year to make all the 
rounds count in scoring points to- 
wards the Champion Driver and 
Navigator. 


'@ Forty miles of forest stages are 
romised in the regs for the Allerdale 
erwent Stages Rally, which 
Workington & DMC are running on 
May 16. A round of the ANECCC 
and CMSG Championships, the 
event starts and finishes at Carnegie 
Arts Centre, Workington, and maps 
75, 76 and 82 will be needed. Entry is 
£17.50 and regs are available from D. 
Watson, 13 Carlton Drive, Fairfield, 
Whitehaven, Cumbria. 
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Five Fords for South Africa 


Much interest is being shown b 
European teams in the Sout 
African Total Rally (July 21/24) and 
Ford will be fielding no fewer than 
five cars on the event, two for Timo 
Makinen and Roger Clark, and three 
for local drivers. Makinen’s car is to 
be the ex-Hillyar Safari car, provided 
it is still in one piece following the 
East African marathon next week; 
while Roger is again to drive a brand 
new locally prepared RS1800 similar 
to the one he drove to victory last 
year. These cars are prep es b 
Bernie Marriner’s Port Elizabet 
competition Centre (Product De- 
velopment Section) and the three 
cars for Roelof Fekken, Jan Hettema 
and Andre Liebenburg are all 
RS1800s sponsored by local con- 
cerns. It is thought that both Timo 
and Roger will not use local co- 
drivers, as Clark did last year. 

Also in the Total line-up is Walter 
Rohrl who apparently will be driving 


Rally men are 
‘van favourites 


Just after 3pm on Friday, April 23 
(1501 hours to be exact), the first 
driver will leave in the 1976 Lom- 
bard/Caravan Club International 
Road Rally which starts and finishes 
at the Silverstone race circuit, 
Northants. The rally will cover some 
500 miles in two days. When the 
entry list closed, 54 crews had 
entered. 

First off the starting line will be 
Dan Grewer (last winner of the 
event) and he will be followed at two- 
minute intervals b Andrew 
Dawson; Tony Peatfield; Colin 
Malkin; Roger Clark; John Hill; 
Tony Pond; Dave Terry; Rodney 
Witter; Russell Close; Lyle Cathcart; 
Brendan Witter; Ronald Shipp; 
Chris Daisey; Baymond Cook and 
the rest of the field. The order has 
been decided by the event’s seeding 
committee. 

The rally winners will receive their 

rizes at noon on Sunday April 25 
Fora the centre stand at Stowe 
Corner, Silverstone. Provisional 
results should be known by 5pm on 
the Saturday. 


a Datsun alongside Harry 
Kallstrom. Ove Andersson/Arne 
Hertz will be driving a Toyota along- 
side team mates Hannu 
Mikkola/Jean Todt and Andrew 
Cowan will again be seen at the 
wheel of a Colt Lancer. Achim 
Warmbold will again be in a Peugeot 


‘(G1 504 last year) and Citroen are 


sending a Gl car for Marie Claude 
Beaumont. We also understand that 
Alcide Paganelli will be driving an 
Alfa Romeo. 

More British interest is provided 
by Chris Sclater who is currently in- 
volved in nagotiations to take his ex- 
works RS1800 out there, and there is 
talk that Leyland Cars are 
negotiating with Bjorn Waldegaard 
to drive a machine as yet unknown — 
another V8 Marina!? With rumours 
also circulating over an Italian 
team’s impending entry, this Total 
already boasts a better entry than 
some WCR rounds this year. 


Chieftain info 


The Bath MC’s Avon _ Tyres 
Chieftain Rally starts this Sunday 
(April 18) from Home Farm Dairies, 
Amesbury. The first car starts at 
09.00 and the event will finish at the 


Druids Restaurant, Amesbury. 
Total route is 150 miles, including 
about 50 miles of stages. 


Scrutineering begins at 07.00 and 
there are 18 stages run on maps 184 
and 185. Principal runners include 
Ricky Wall, Stan Dukes, Mike 
Ranger, John Ferguson and Keith 
Aslett. The rally will be using the 
normal Lodge Camp stage where the 
first car can be expected from 09.30. 


Donegal regs 


Regulations are now available for the 
International Donegal Rally which 
takes place in mid-June, the fifth 
round of the Castrol/AUTOSPORT 
Championship. This all-tarmac pace 
note spectacular has an equally spec- 
tacular prize fund this year — more 
details anon. Regulations can be ob- 
tained from none other than Phonsie 
McElwee, The Cinema _ House, 
Milford County Donegal, Eire (tel: 
Milford 102). 


The German Opel pair, who have been setting the G1 scene in Europe this 


year, finally came to grief in Elba last weekend on the first stage — see p20. 


Alfa upset 
by results? 


Why have Alfa Romeo axed their 
programme? We are informed that 
following extensive testing with the 
V8 3-litre Alfetta in Elba, on the 
Monte Carlo stages and on many of 
the San Remo tests lately, plus a 
number of French national events 
where the car has been driven as 
usual by Andruet, that the pro- 
gramme is coming to an end. No 
more details were available to us at 
the time of going to press. 


Fallen short 


Tony Fall will not have a new Kadett 
for the Welsh after all. DOT have 
been considering selling the ex-Tony 
Pond RAC Rally car which Fall has 
been using in RAC rounds this year, 
but offers received for the car did not 
come up to scratch, so he is to carry 
onicampaigning it at present. 


@ The Craigavon, Northern 
Ireland-based carpet-tile company, 
Tuca Tiles Ltd, are to support Brian 
Nelson’s Porsche Carrera on the 
Circuit of Ireland... . 


® Cedric Scroggs is Leyland Cars’ 
new Marketing Director. He lives in 
Warwick with his three children. 
Scroggs is 35. 


Shock thrills in 
store for dicemen 


The vast army of Special Stage 
operatives are currently waiting in 
eager anticipation for a sample copy 
of a new board game called ‘‘Rally” 
which they have been promised by 
the manufacturer, Whittlecraft of 
Worcester. The new game is said to 
encompass speed, danger(?), judge- 
ment and skill — so it is likely ey 
way above the collective capabilities 
of this news-hun team. However, 
the board is said to be nice and 
colourful, with Brockbank illustra- 
tions, and suitable for two to six 
players from age 10 upwards. 
Although the reading and writing 
age of most SS operatives is nine, 
many are rattling their dice in con- 
fident style. 

A pamphlet fact-sheet supplied to 
our office shows an all-action colour 
painting(?) of what looks to be a 
cross between an Escort and a Colt 
with — wait for it — a perfect like 
ness of Stirling Moss at the wheel, 
complete with old-style scooter 
helmet. His co-driver, though half 
hidden from view, looks suspiciously 
like the mysterious Irishman, Jim 
Gavin. Our deductions were given 
credence when we later discovered 
that the game is called ‘‘The Stirling 
Moss Rally” and that Jim Gavin 
Associates produced a “working” 
prototype. 

How fast dare you drive? How 
many risks can you take — and 
survive? How wisely can you spend 
money to equip your car? How 
cleverly can you cope with the 
hazards en route? We are ready for 
the challenge; our equipment lists 
complete. It is unlikely that any’ of 
us will die of thirst in the attempt. 
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Rolling 
around 
In a Renault 


You either love ’em or you hate ’em. The 
little racing Renault R5ds are cheap, fun, 
highly competitive and extremely entertain- 
ing. Guided by the light of the Renault 
parent company, and with the vast array of 
dealers scattered across Europe lending a 
hand, it is estimated that there are almost 
1000 Renault R5s currently racing today. 
That is an awful lot of motor cars and, above 
all, it underlines the tremendous popularity 
and following this class of racing has 
achieved in just three years. 

Compared with the continent, where Renault 5 
racing has progressed to a stage at which the com- 
peting cars do at least sound like pukka racing 


cars, we in Britain have been slower on the up- - 


take. The TL model, with its smaller (and muc 

less powerful) 950cc engine, is inferior in many 

na to the faster TS which is used in France, 
0. 
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motor industry, has succumbed to the per- 
suasive powers of this little French car, and R5 
be has become so popular there that there 
must be some very red faces at Fiat. 

Renault 5 racing is now entering its third 
season in Britain. It started in 1974 when the 
British Racing & Sports Car Club, under the 
auspices of Peter Browning, cribbed the Ford 
Mexico Challenge idea and decided to run a 
separate series, based along similar lines, for the 
Rds. Naturally, Renault were very keen to help 


out. 

Indeed, so keen are Renault that they recently 
became the first company ever to telephone me to 
offer me a ‘‘works” drive! Was I interested? It 
was for the first round of the championship, at 
Snetterton. Hmmm. That sounded feasible. There 
was a clashing Grand Prix fixture at Long Beach, 
but I was sure they could get along without 


me... 
To be fair, Ihadn’t really given Renault 5 racin 
much of a thought up deta then. Of course, I’ 
been made aware of it on the continent and, at 
times, I had seen some entertaining and spectac- 
ular races. However, the British regulations (the 
cars initially started out on road tyres and 
standard exhaust systems) didn’t really attract 
my attention. 
ut I was cornered in the Cadwell Park pad- 
dock last summer by an irate bunch of Renault 
competitors who were upest at the treatment 
they’d been receiving in the motoring press, our 
magazine in particular being criticized. It was in 
my own interest to see whether these criticisms 
were justified, and I washed up the pros and 
cons. Fact 1: the cars are slow. Fact 2: the cars are 


A typical first-corner rush. Another good reason 


for the 5’s plastic impact-absorbing bumpers? 
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too quiet, for all you can hear are the screeching 
tyres and the occasional panel-bashing. Fact 3: 
the racing is close. Fact 4: the paying spectator 
likes close racing. Fact 5: it’s what the public 
want that matters. The Renault men won. 

One of the conditions surrounding my drive was 
that I drove the car up to the circuit on the road. I 
wouldn’t be alone, however, for Murray Taylor 
from Motoring News had been given a car, and so 
had Barrie Williams along with fellow saloon 
dicers Mare Smith and Martin Thomas, among 
several others. 

So there I was, with a bog-standard road- 
registered R5 kitted out with a roll-over bar, seat- 
belts and a fire extinguisher lashed to the roll bar 
bracing. 

One of my foreign acquaintances has just taken 
up R65 racing in France. David Winter, our staff 
photographer, who has run a TL on the road for 
the last year or so, contemplated donee he same 
over here, so both of them would probably be in a 
better position to tell you about the ins and outs 
of ate a particular 5 go quicker. What I do 
know is that Renault produce a special kit which 
you can buy, more or less as bolt-on go-faster 
equipment, to turn your car into a racer. 

Anyway, I noticed that the gearlever was the 
“push-me-pull-you” type, sticking out of the dash- 
board. Great. I’d been told (hot tips fram across 
the Channel) that these were better than the floor- 
mounted sticks, because of a less complicated 
linkage. Must be worth vital hundredths of a 
second, I thought. 

Just 44bhp is produced by the four-cylinder 
vertical in-line engine. The cylinder block is of 
cast iron, while the cylinder head is of die-cast 
aluminium alloy. The engine has a five-bearing 
crankshaft unit with a side camshaft driven by a 
chain, while the parallel-inclined overhead valves 
are operated by pushrods. Drive is to the front 
wheels, as you are no doubt aware. a simple 
method of increasing the car’s performance is 
either installing the 1289cc motor or tweaking the 
butterfly stop on the single-choke Solex 32 SE1 
carburettor. 

Maximum speed, indicated, was around 85mph, 
and 90mph could be reached on gradients. I had a 
slow car, according to our staff photographer. 
Mind you, his has probably been set-up by his 
mate Jean-Pierre Jarier, anyway! 

The braking set-up is quite impressive, with 
9ins diameter discs on the front and 7.lins drums 
on the back. The suspension is independent all- 
round, with longtitudinal torsion bars at the 
front (which you can adjust under the driver's 
seat), plus hydraulic shock absorbers and an anti- 
roll bar; the rear has transverse torsion bars 
together with the hydraulic shockers. 

e weather at Snetterton was pleasant for 
once. It was a very easy-going atmosphere in the 
paddock, too. I took out all the gubbins from 
inside, removed the tools and spare wheel from 
the boot, unscrewed the hub caps and checked the 
oil. On went the numbers and through scrutineer- 
ing we went, explaining to our friend that I would 
tape up the headlights after he’d given me my 
ticket. I’d been told to pump up my Michelin 
tyres (some cars were on Kle aa to something 
like 40psi at the front and 35psi at the rear. This, 
according to the experts, would neutralize the 


‘handling. 


I was shocked to hear Mick Hill’s car go burb- 
ling past. I looked mp and noticed that, apart from 
sitting something like 6ins lower than my car, 
he’d got an open exhaust. Yes, new rulings. Made 
sense: it sounded quite racy. 

As I beckoned to my fellow-journalist to ‘‘follow 
me”, the entourage filed its way neatly out onto 
the circuit for practice. It was obvious that the 
corner after the pits was flat and, on my first fly- 
ing lap, I thought it all seemed a bit too easy. I 
flicked a glance in my mirror and noticed Mr 
Taylor moving up to pass. Bloody cheek, I 
thought, and side-by-side we went into Riches; 
this is fun. 

Hang on a minute, something wrong. The 
engine note was changing. It sounded like a 
eopped valve to start with, then it got worse. 
But I did three laps to qualify. It turned out to be 
the bearings. On instructions, I started the race 
from the back row and only lasted one and a half 
laps before the engine blew itself apart entering 
the Esses. 

The race was won by Stuart McCrudden, who 
kept the crowd entertained with a dice with Mick 
Hill. Barrie Williams was fourth and Marc Smith 
sixth, but none of us other guest drivers were 
anywhere. It was fun while it lasted. 

‘d never heard of a mechanical failure on a 
roadgoing R65 before, but perhaps I'll get another 
chance to roll around the circuits of Britain. It’s 
certainly a relaxing way to go racing, very enjoy- 
able for competitors and spectators alike. 


CHRIS WITTY 
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Continental-style Renault 5 racing at Nogaro in southern France. Note the “Group 2” look, with air dams, modified suspension and wider rims. 
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Compared to the continental cars, the British R5s (above) tend to be more sShakiidunn if rather slower (and appriciably quieter). The author (betow) made 


a somewhat i inauspicious elie! in a roadgoing R5 at Snetterton. 
This week's 


Now entering its third season in 
Britain, the Renault 5 Challenge, 
organised by the BRSCC, has 
provided the British racing spectator 
with close and exciting racing. The 
popularity of Renault 5 racing is 
rapidly gaining throughout Europe, 
because it allows the competitor to 
go. motor racing “on the cheap”’. In 
ritain the regulations are very 
strict and the cars, pictured at 
Snetterton, are in little more than 


road-trim. 
Photo: David Winter. 
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EOIN YOUNG on the Grand Prix graduation of Patrick Depailler 


Racing's oldest little boy 


Patrick Depailler is in the Elf-Tyrrell pit at 
Kyalami, a small figure in his racing overalls, 
listing carefully to Ken Tyrrell. Ken is speaking 
slowly and deliberately, simply even, so that 
Patrick understands the changes that have been 
made on the car. There used to be a joke that Ken 
Tyrrell’s French was English spoken very slowly 
and VERY LOUDLY, but now he communicates 
carefully with Patrick in English. Standing to one 
side, listening with some amusement, is Teddy 
Mayer, manager of the Marlboro-McLaren team 
in the next pit. “You speak to Patrick as though 
he was a little boy,” said Mayer when the car had 
blasted away and left the pit in a hollow of 
silence. “That,” grinned Tyrrell, “is because he IS 
alittle boy...” 


So Patrick Depailler, rivalling Peter Pan as the 


oldest little boy in the world, has made the grade 
in the team, able now to foot it even with obscure 
Boslah jokes. He feels secure inside the comfort 
of the Tyrrell “family”, able to work with Tyrrell 
now and command a reasonable amount of 
respect from the man he probably feared more 
than he knew how to express. 

epailler was no shooting star, no Scheckter 
from the Colonies rocketing on to the front row of 
Grand Prix grids. “Jody and I, we are different,” 
says Mepeiller, “Pir st of all I am older (31 against 
26) and I never had the same results early. en 
you have results you are happy and it helps. Jody 
starts and his career goes Zip!”’ Patrick makes a 
whistling esture upwards to indicate a dramatic 


ascent. ‘“My career it goes like this,” and he rocks 


his hand in a gently undulating motion, whistling 
a happy little tune. 

In his third season now with the Elf-Tyrrell 
team, Depailler seems suddenly to have 
discovered a new confidence, a new pocket of 
performance which he says has come with 
experience and with his increased ability to 
understand and to speak English. In fact this was 
a major problem for Patrick and he feels that it 
was only during last winter when they were work- 
ing on development of the six-wheeled prototype 
P34/1 that he was really able to discuss problems 
and techniques properly with Derek Gardner and 
to make real progress within the team. He took 
English courses for six years while he was at 
school, but he remembered none of it; he took six 
lessons when he moved into Formula 1 but 
realized it was too late to learn and decided to rely 
on learning from life with the team. 

“Everything that I have learned in Formula 1 I 
have learned from Ken. I know much more now 
about racing and about life than if I had been 
driving for another team. Ken is much more than 
just a team manager, he is also the “father” of the 
team. The driver problem is not always the handl- 
ing of the car. I knew before what a car was able 
to do, but now I know much more because I 
‘became older’, you understand?” 

In fact, Patrick’s career started on motorcycles 
in 1962 and he still identifies himself with his two- 
wheeler beginings. No, he knows he shouldn't ride 
motorcycles now, because a motorcycle accident 
almost cost him his chance with Tyrrell in 
Formula 1 — he was in a Clermont Ferrand 
hospital with a broken left leg in September 1973 
while his wife Michele was in the maternity wing 
for the birth of son Loic! But he keeps a 750cc six- 
cylinder Benelli to remind him of the good old 
days. “I use it for pleasure when the sun shines, 
when I can wear a tee shirt only and I ride it 5kms 
to buy cigarettes. Just to think how I used to do 
it, you know?” 

His broken leg was the result of a stupid 
mistake on a trials bike while he was on a keep: ft 
run on the hills above Clermont, and if anything 
he was riding the bike too slowly. He fell awk- 
wardly and the break kept him awa from his 
second chance in a Formula 1 Tyrrell. His first 
chance had been in the French Grand Prix at 
Clermont in 1972 and he drove the car again at 
Watkins Glen that year, finishing seventh. He 
won the French Formula 3 championship in 1971, 


Top left: Patrick takes his Alpine to victory in 
the prestigious Monaco F3 race in 1972. Top 
right: His first F1 drive for Tyrrell, at Clermont 
the same year. Centre right: In the March 742 
winning at Pau in 1974, the year he took the 
European F2 title. Centre left: In the Tyrrell 007 
at Dijon last year. Bottom left: Pits conference 
with Ken Tyrrell at Kyalami, 1976. Bottom 
right: six-wheeler test session at Silverstone. 
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“The six-wheel car will be the 
best. It will beat the Ferrari and 
the McLaren—everywhere.” 


won the Monaco F3 race in 1972, finished third in 
the European F2 Championship in 1973 before 
breaking his leg, and won the F2 title in 1974 after 
joining lf Team Tyrrell for Formula 1. 

He had really been driving in the shadow of 
Francois Cevert ever since Francois had beaten 
him into second place in the 1967 Volant Shell 
competition. In 1974 he had literally to take 
Francois’ place in the Tyrrell team and the res- 
ponsibilities hung heavily on his shoulders. “For 
me that time was extremely difficult. I was not in 
the right condition,” he says, indicating his head 
rather than any physical problems. “I had not 
enough confidence. I was very timid. And some- 
times I was completely lost and I had not the 
Bpeiee to explain my problems properly. By the 
end of 1974 I was still not able to race with Jody. I 
was far behind then, but I have learned a lot.’ 

Several times during the interview we came 
back to his improved knowledge of English being 
an asset to the development of his driving and his 
career generally. ‘‘Now Ken believes me, I think 
anyway. But maybe it was because two years ago 
I was speaking rubbish? There must be a reason. 
Now I set my car up different to Jody’s car, but 
sometimes when I started and I was completely 
lost I would say ‘Give me Jody’scar...’.” 

Patrick is a slignely Bult 125lbs (just on nine 
stone) but he belives that the answer to fitness for 
a racing driver is not in sheer physical strength. 
“A driver has to be fit, yes, but not strong or 
heavy. The first condition is to be in control of 
yourself. When I started in Formula 1 I was below 
the standard but I developed the right muscles 
and now I can finish a race in good condition. The 
more you learn about Formula 1, the less physical 
and nervous effort you require.” For exercise the 
does cross-country si:mg 7 winter and cycling in 
summer. He would much prefer motocross for 
exercise but he finds that his damaged knee 
cannot stand the strain of long periods out of the 
saddle on the pegs. 

One of the high spots in his career was the 
Swedish Grand Prix in 1974 when he took pole 
position from Jody but Jody pipped him in the 
race for a one-two finish. His bet race in 1975 was 


the German Grand Prix when he fairly flew to tail 
Lauda — not following the Ferrari at a respectful 
distance, but hounding the man who was to win 
the World Championship on a track regarded by 
all as a yardstick of talent. The Tyrrell collapsed 
its front suspension and a despondent Pa 
came graunching into the pits and out of a Grand 
Prix he possibly might have won. 

He takes disappointments like this pailom h- 
ically, but then perhaps it’s eaey to be philosophic 
about someting you ve never had; it’s only when 
you've tasted glory that you really miss it when 
it’s snatched away. 

The new six-wheel Elf-Tyrrell could be the pay- 
off for Patrick’s career investment. He was 
involved in the testing and development from the 
start with the prototype and latterly with the 
agressive new P34/2. His optimisim is backed up 
by lap times and, with a 1m 18.1s lap of Silver- 
stone, he became second fastest man ever round 
the fast airfield track. “With three months to 
develop it,” says the little Frenchman enthusi- 
astically, ‘the six-wheel car will be the best. It will 
beat the Ferrari and the McLaren everywhere. No 
question about it.” 

He enjoys his new role as test driver. “It is im- 
possible now to be a good driver if you are not a 
test driver because you will have no experience 
and your team manager he don’t believe what you 
say — he says everything pee say is rubbish .. .! 
How to drive is not difficult in Formula 1. How to 
race is difficult. And if you are not able to adjust 
your car — even if it is the best car — you will not 
win. A good engineer (Patrick rhymes “engineer” 
with “angina”) cannot build the right car without 
a good driver. That is why Lauda and Forghieri 
are so successful. And in our team we are going to 
do the same job very soon.” He adds the last piece 
with surprising firmness, a suddenly determined 
driver committed to a project. 

Being a Frenchman, Patrick has strong ties 
with Elf, Tyrrell’s main sponsor, and he thinks 
that it is only because of Elf support in France 
tet there are so many French drivers in Formula 

today. 

“When I started to be sponsored by Elf I was 
learning and Francois Guiter, the head man of Elf 
in racing, did not push me hard but I was always 
just after Francois Cevert and he wanted me to be 
in the team with Francois because he knew Jackie 
would be retiring. When you have been supported 
like that, you have a different sort of relationship 
with your sponsor, a friendship not a contract.” 

Patrick has never been as vocal on safety issues 
as some in Formula 1, but he still has his own 
definite views. He thinks the failing on the part of 
the drivers is that they don’t all agree, they have 
been unable to make their safety requests with 
enough authority, and they have been unable to 
check on track improvements or alterations when 
they have been carried out. ‘‘We have to organize, 
to have someone in charge of safety who is not a 
driver, it is not the problem of the driver, and it 
does not necessarily have to be an oa eer Just 
gomeone who is clever. If Ken Tyrrell was to do 
the job, I assure you the job would be well done. It 
has to be someone clever . . .”’ The recent merging 
of GPDA interests into representation in the 
Formula 1 Constructors Association will answer 
Patrick’s worries, one hopes. 

Although there has been a resurgence 0} 
Formula 1 Frenchmen, Patrick feels that motor: 
cycle racing remains more popular in France and 
gives his reasons. “Every spectator at a motor 
cycle race can ride and understand the machine 
and that is why they like it. Formula 1 is ¢ 
spectator event — only five per cent of them 
understand properly the sport and what i 
required to be successful. They drive cars bul 
they don’t understand racing like a motorcyclist.’ 

e 1976 season looks like being a turning poin! 
in the career of Patrick Depailler, starting witl 
second place in Brazil, but South Africa was é 
downer. A nudge that knocked him sideways it 
the first corner upset the balance of the car anc 
caught him out in the midst of a fairly ambitiou: 
piece of overtaking at the end of the straight. It’: 
one thing to overtake Peterson or Brambilla 
never mind Peterson and Brambilla. The resuli 
was that Patrick entered Crowthorne backward) 
and in the ensuing melee Peterson’s rear whee 
was plucked off, Brambilla scraped through, anc 
Depailler lost half a lap which he was never able ti 


regain 

Patrick is aware of his own confidence now am 
aware of a changing mood within the team: al 
acceptance that he has graduated, an expectatio) 
of big things from the little Frenchman. C 


Coppers for 
Scheckter 


While other ace racers at Silverstone were sitting 
in their pits between practices pondering their 
times and _ studying ear ratio charts, 
AUTOSPORT’S columnist Jody Scheckter was 
tucked in the corner of the luxury Elf-Tyrrell 
motor home with his pocket calculator and a copy 
of The Times. 

Concern was the only word that described the 
expression on his face as he scanned the pages of 
the Thunderer. Fingers flashed across the 
keyboard of his mini-computer and the concern 
turned into a half smile. ‘“‘Phew, I’m ahead in the 
race,” he said. 

But the race isn’t until tomorrow, I ventured. 
“No this is a different race. This is the price of 
copper versus the falling pound.” 

It transpires that investor Scheckter had got 


himself into the commodities market and was: 


heavily into copper. And,like all good investors, 
he was checking the daily rise or fall on the inter- 
national markets. Copper was up £13 a ton that 
day. Good news. Well, not that easy. 

othing with Jody is ever that simple. Copper 
as a commodity is traded in pounds sterling and 
when Jody bought his pile he did it with dollars. 
So when he checks to see what his copper is up to, 
he has to weight it against what the pound is 
down to, if you see what I mean. 

City pundits reckon that copper will continue 
its rise and the pound will continue to slide. At the 
moment copper is rising faster than the pound is 
falling so Mr Scheckter is still ahead. And 
smiling. 


A very in joke... 


Niki Lauda has left a trail of well-meaning friends 
hovering in his mercurial wake with. faces 


lushing Ferrari red. Since he first appeared on. 


the international racing scene in 1970 his 


constant companion had been Mariella, a young 


lady of striking patrician beauty. At the end of 
last season the relationship came to an end. 
Concerned busy bodies of the GP Circus prevailed 
upon Niki to “get it back together with Mariella’’. 
He was his usual short self with those who 
endeavoured to pry into his private affairs. 

The do-gooding continued right through the 
South African GP and at the time of the Race of 
Champions Helen Stewart, according to Daily 
Express, was trying to act as a cupid-cum- 
mediator. Niki was firm and said that there was 
no way he could go back with Mariella. ; 

Not until last week did the news break that Niki 
had been secretly married in Vienna just a few 
days before the Race of Champions. 

Which accounts for all those red faces among 
those who didn’t know they were encouraging a 
married man to take up an illicit affair. I have a 
strange feeling that the whole situation appealed 
enormously to Niki’s sense of humour. y else 
would he have kept his marriage a secret for so 
ong? 


ITV Long Beach 
coverage beats Beeb 


While the Beeb were busy explaining to the world 
and anyone who would listen all their high-flown 
moral and ethical reasons for not televising 
Grands Prix, ITV’s World of Sport quietly got in 
and made them look very foolish indeed. 

Without any fuss at all they produced a 25- 
minute coverage of the Long Beach race at peak 
viewing time on the following Saturday. 

The coverage itself was praiseworthy, but most 
outstanding was the debut of the plore portly 
former journalist Andrew Marriott as a com- 
mentator. For so long as we have been used to the 
breathless frantic pseudo-excited voice of the 
commentator who with great gusto tells us what 
wecan see with our own eyes on the small screen. 

But here was something new. Marriott paced 
himself well, found time to tell about the unique 
ness of this new street circuit, told about the cars 
and the drivers. But really told about the drivers 
— what they looked like, where they were from 
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and a little of their immediate history. 
It was a refreshing change. I came away from 


watching it thinking that more had been said in 
that 25 minutes about what was actually hap- 


pening, and who the people were, than had been. 


said in the Beeb’s much-publicized (but often 
_inadequate) coverage over the past few years. 


Maybe rather than getting into a giant lather. 


over trying to convince the Beeb to come back 
and cover our racing we should be encouraging 
World of Sport to continue their Grand Prix 
coverage. And to use the well paced, authoritative 
Marriott as commentator. 


Giant raffles — a BARC 
fail-safe strategy? 


Concern is mounting among the small but faithful 
band of BARC supporters. The recent Annual 
General Meeting fell only marginally short of 
being farcial. : 

The Treasurer and the Deputy Treasurer failed 
to appear; the accounts were declared unaccept- 
able by the meeting. The club’s Honorary Legal 
Adviser was not present, either, but sent a note 
tendering his resignation apparently in view of 


The space we have available does not do justice to 
Stewart Austin’s magnificent colour poster (see 
SLOT orig hi 


the fact that he had been struck off by the Law 
Society. 

After an unprecedented meeting lasting a tire- 
some one hour and 20 minutes there arose, under 
the heading of Any Other Business, the sugges- 
tion which could prove to be the salvation, the 
total panacea, for the club and its ailing finances. 

Ken Rainsbury, a leading light in this witless 
20-watt organization, proposed that a giant raffle 
BG org aulzed in an effort to help balance the club’s 

ooks. 

All it needed at this point was the introduction 
of an aspidistra, a pair of French windows and a 
young c ap with a lisp bursting through them 
crying, ‘Hello, chaps, anyone for tennis?” It 
could have run for six months in the West End as 
a Victorian drawing room farce. 


... one about the 
Irish racing driver 


Bearded Hexagon boss Paul Michaels has a thing 
going for Irishmen. Remember it was he who gave 
Ulsterman John Watson his first break in 
Formula 1 with the immaculate brown Brabham 
in 1974. Now, after a one-year lay-off as an 
entrant, he’s back again with yet another Ulster- 
man, Damien Magee, in an F5000 March. 

Why Irishmen, I asked. ‘‘I couldn’t cope with 
these continental prima donnas. The nice thing 
about Irishmen is that they speak English,” says 
Michaels. 

Which is Irish if I’ve ever heard it. 


Hong Kong honky 


Over the years I have been endebted to ageing 
roue Les Leston for the odd titbits, bons mots, 
and slanderous information about his friends and 
enemies which he has supplied for use in this 
column. But alas it is to be no more. 

Leston, who started as a humble shopkeeper, 
became a Formula 1 driver and graduated to 
become the worlds leading supplier of Nomex 
knickerware, is the latest in a long line of tax 
exiles. He leaves these shores this week for his 
new Healey-free home in Hong Kong. 

His parting contribution was a_ typical 
Lestonism: Telly Savalas in an alleged conversa- 
tion with James Hunt in the pits at Long Beach, 
“Who shoved ya baby?” 


Graham Hill tribute 
poster poses a problem 


Motor racing artist Stewart Austin came away 
from the Graham Hill meeting at Silverstone a 
sad and confused man. Austin, at 26, is a self 
confessed Hill fan. ‘I’ve followed every move -in 
his career since I was 14. He was a real hero for 
me.” 

Over a year ago Austin produced a full colour 
poster depicting eleven of the cars Graham drove 
in his long career, and a portrait of the garlanded 
Triple Crown winner. Graham liked it so much 
that he signed it and agreed that it should go into 
production to mark his retirement and that a 
royalty should be paid, not to him, but to his 
beloved Jats field boysclub. _ ‘ 

When Graham was ragically killed Bette 
agreed that the production should continue and 
that it should be sold as a tribute to Graham. So 
the well-meaning life long Hill fan approached the 
Silverstone management asking if he could sell 
the poster at the meeting, giving 50 per cent of 
the takings to the Hill Trust. 

Back came the answer from the Silverstone 
management. ‘We've consulted with our 
sponsors (Players and Embassy) and they say no, 
because there is already a poster on offer and if 
there were two the public would be confused.” 

The so-called poster on offer was frankly so 
shoddy and tatty that no self-respecting artist 
would claim it as his own. “I believe I could have 
contributed over £150 to the Trust from sales,” 
said an annoyed and confused Austin. ‘‘I really 
don’t understand the logic of those people who 
pecies a Tribute meeting, attempt to raise 

nds and then do their best to hinder someone’ 
who wants to help honour Graham and raise 
money for the cause.” 

Me neither. 


ECS eee ie vaich 


—— eee, 
VAL MUSETTI 


The Easter weekend will see the culmination of a 
long, hard and sometimes expensive trail for Val 
Musetti. After a quick burst of action at Oulton: 
Park for the ShellSport 5000 round, Val goes 
down to Thruxton for his first-ever Formula 2 
race. Musetti has come up through the ranks of 
British club racing, and he’s got himself into this 
position by hard work, good driving and 
determination. He’s almost totally unsponsored 
and has arrived at the position of having two 
Marches by judicious and careful planning. 

Musetti is a name which emanates from Italy, 
and that’s where Val comes from, born near 
Spezia 33 years ago. He came to this country in 
1952, when various members of his family had a 
restaurant business over here, and the Musettis 
pined that trade too. The young Valentino found 
ife tough in central London and took lessons in 
judo near the Haymarket. He was judo champion 
of Great Britain at 15, and a black belt at 17, the 
youngest in the country at the time; so he’s not 
worth tangling with! 

His judo instructor was involved in the stunt 
business, and taught Honor Blackman and 


Patrick McGee their early Avengers television - 


action. Val was also involved in the instructing, 
and ultimately setually made his screen debut in a 
fight with Miss Blackman. That’s how Val 

usetti became a stunt man. The pay is good, but 
then it should be, for it’s a dangerous game. Even 
so, Val has never injured himself seriously, 


although the knocks are plenty and bruisings 
oT § “aaa: = eee ~~ 
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frequent. The job involves horse riding, fights, car 
chases, all the excitement, although Val now finds 
it run-of-the-mill. +loehd j 

His worst moment was in the Italian Job, in 
which he was one of the Mini drivers in the Rome 


scene. The idea was to drive the cars right round . 


the ter the sewers (Oxford’s, incidentally), but 

after they'd rolled a couple of cars, they decided 

against it. In all, six or seven of Broadspeed’s 
inis were written off during the filming. 


Val is petrified of acting, and just prefers to be 
the dispensible stuntman. When he’s not on the 
film set, he could be doing a bit of modelling (see 
Club International, March), riding Hondas for TV 
commercials, flying, or else running his mother’s 
smart restaurant J? Cucciolo in Denman Street, 
just off Piccadilly. 

His POCiS CRO started after an MRS course 
at Brands Hatch in 1968. Val won a drive in 
Harry Stiller’s F3 team, but knocked a corner off 
at Druids. He then bought a Formula Ford to race 
himself, and took in both European rounds and 
the South American series. In 1972 he decided to 
step up in the world to Formula 3 with a Royale 
and he did two seasons with that before it was 
converted to Atlantic trim for a year. For the past 
couple of seasons he’s been using the ex-Stan 
Matthews March. He’s got two cars, one basically 
a 732 and the other a 74B, although it’s hard to 
work out which bits are which and how old. The 
cars are tended by Bob Aird, a former Royale 
mechanic. 

Late last year, Val decided to do the G8 series in 
1976 and bought a BDX from John Dunn at 
Swindon. He won a few of the remaining 1975 
libre races and has kicked off this year with more 
wins in the MCD_ single-center series. This 
coming weekend could be busy for Val. On 
Thursday and Friday he'll be at Oulton, and on 
Saturday at Thruxton; if he doesn’t qualify there, 
he'll be off to Brands for their G8 race on Monday 
(practice on Sunday). But he’s determined to 
qualify for the F2 race. He savours the busy 

iving life, and even though he summed up his 
life history (past, present and future) as being 
birds, booze and racing, one gets the impression 
that it all has to be spot-on or else it isn’t good 
enough. 

In the next couple of months, Musetti hopes to 
take in a number of F2 races as well as G8 and 
libre, but meanwhile he’s going back to work on 
the Avengers series again. After that he hopes to 
do anew war film, in which Val hopes to persuade 
a well-known actor who has raced before to get 
back in the driver’s seat again. 

Val Musetti is certainly a product of the British 
club scene. He’s a quiet high-liver, enjoys action 
and the good things in life, and yet takes it all in 
his stride. His racing has all been off his own bat 
with his own money, although his uncle’s 
Bernigra ice cream business pays for his entries 
and he has the occasional help from Courage. It’ll 
be interesting to see how Val goes against the top 
F 2 drivers of Europe. 


CHRIS CRAMER 


One of the greatest attractions on the hillclimb 
scene this year is the combination of Stroud archi- 
tect Chris Cramer and the Swindon/Cosworth GA 
engined March 76A — the latest development in 
the rational and progressive career of perhaps hill- 
climbing’s most exacting perfectionist. Chris was 
born in Lindau, on Lake Constance, in 1939 and 
came to Eng lend with his family when he was 15, 
completing his education in Scotland, Cheltenham 
and Oxford (he retains dual German-British 
nationality). His earliest competitive motoring 
was on karts, taking fifth place in a German inter- 
national first time out in 1960! He also did some 
autotesting and rallying with his brother’s Mini in 
the mid-sixties, and took a class win at Yeovilton 
with an Austin 1100 in his first sprint in 1965. 
Chris’s career on the hills began quietly enough 
with a road going Mini-Cooper S the following 
year, but for 1968, with the invaluable assistance 
of friends, the now sleeved-down 998cc engine was 
installed into a £50 shell which resulted — after a 
lot of hard work — in a very light and successful 
Mini. Chris is a great believer in taking things 
logically and developing them to their ultimate 
potential. In ensuing years the engine was 
stretched to 1300cc (many of the times set by the 
car in this form have yet to be surpassed), then 
was transferred to the purpose-built but not ter- 


‘ribly successful Terrapin sports-racer, and finally, 


with the substitution of a Sprite block, to a U2 
Mk11B which proved virtually invincible in its 
class. By this time Chris had won the Shell 
Leaders Championship twice, with the 1300 Mini 
.in 1970 and the U2 in 1972, and had been runner- 
up to Jeff Goodliff in the Castrol/BARC series in 
1970, but there was no scope for further progress 
into the single-seater championship class within 
Chris’s own financial resources. 

However, a friendship with the Hon Edward 

Greenall, the Chairman of Griinhalle Lager (and a 
‘well-known powerboat racer and former racin; 
driver), led to sponsorship for a 2-litre March- 
Hart BDA 723 and a first crack at the RAC Hill- 
climb Championship. Course records at Great 
Auclum and Les Val des Terres and second BTD 
at Bouley Bay were the pene of a splendid 
season. A 2-litre Hart 420R-powered March 74B 
(later stretched to 2.2 litres for 1975) followed, 
again with Grimhalle Lager support. 1974 was 
notable for a course record at Bouley and, unfort:- 
unately, for transmission failures, which were 
eventually cured by the substitution of a heavy: 
duty FG400 gearbox. Last season culminated in 
second place in the RAC Championship, but 
another line of development appeared to be 
played out. More power was clearly the next path 
to follow. 

The GA-engined March 76A is anew concept on 
the hills. It is a formidable and meticulously-pre: 
pared project, and although initial problems ar¢ 
inevitable (air-locking in the fuel injection system 
took some sorting out), the Cramer method — 
sheer hard development work and visible deter. 
mination — make the outcome of this latest pro 
ject eagerly awaited. 
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The Samson brothers ar 


HACKLE RALLY 


2 


Sh ee - 


their way to success for the last time in their Mk 1 Escort. 


Samsons'’ skilful success 


In the final appearance of their old-style Escort, 
the Samson brothers drove with great verve and 
skill on the Hackle last week to vanquish their 
opposition — a oe wae. Hates) to pension off the car 
which has brought them their major successes. 
The new Mk 2 start its life on the Welsh. Into 
second place, 27 seconds down, came the English 
of Bournemouth Escort of Donald Heggie, which 
had gone quickly in parts, but had also suffered a 
ead on of irritating problems. Murray Grierson 
held off Alan Arneil for third place, and takes the 
lead in the Scotsman championship. 


The entry was as described in last week’s 
AUTOSPORT and contained the normal list of 
championship aspirants. Dramas since the Bank 
of Scotland Rally surrounded the Heggie entry, 
cracked pistons and liners being found, as well as 
a few elongated valves. It required an all-night 
Stint by John Fyda’s Agra Engineering company 
to ready the engine for the event. Alan Arneil’s 
head-gasket failure in Cumbria had been rectified 
and Willie Crawford brought Fred Gallagher 
mg for the debut of his “beautiful” (WJC’s own 
words) new Escort, flying the Lothian Sports 
Cars flag as usual. 


The route was a long one of 280 miles contain- 
ing just 60 stage miles, which did not at first 
glance seem very inviting. However, the quality 
of many of the stages was high indeed. From the 

lairgowrie start the rally wound north to the 
race-track that is Glenisla forest. There are no 
simple a % straights here, but fast sweeping 
curves and high speed crests with just one series 
of sharp corners at the farm in the middle. A very 

ed-up Donald Heggie rocketed through the 
stage to record 7.07 for the seven miles, just 3 
secs over the target. Alan Arneil was second on 
7.21 and Charles Samson (with maladjusted rear 
brakes) mariaged 7.24. Ian Wilson in the Low’s 
Opel Kadett slowed with a suspected ypunctage 
but whatever gremlin had caused the weird 
handling disappeared and he rushed on having 
lost several seconds. 

The second stage at Kindrogan was also used 
after lunch (as was Glenisla) but after just a few 
cars it cut up very badly. An early run through 
here was preferable and the times showed Bill 
Taylor ahead on 5.25 from sees Grierson on 
5.30 and Ian Wilson on 5.31. Jim MacRae retired 
the SMT Magnum here when the steering arm 
bolts came loose. He spun violently, bounced over 
some rocks and landed sideways in the middle of 
the road on one back wheel which promptly 
snapped the halfshaft (for which there was no 

are). First on the scene was Ian Milne in the 
rn illers Escort, soon to be followed by Alastair 
Findlay in the Eastford Motors Escort — 
together they manhandled the broken Vauxhall 
out of the way. 

A long road section west through Pitlochry and 
Aberfeldy to Kenmore brought the crews to the 
infamous Drummond Hill, 10.6 miles of narrow 
twists and turns on one side of the hill, and ‘fast 
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and furious straights and sweeps with nothing 
but emptiness on the other side. Even the tips of 
the trees are below road level! Samson put ina big 
effort here with 12.39 while Heggie (12.54) spoile 
a good run by spinning on the downhill hairpin 
near the finish. Murray Grierson was one second 
down on Heggie, but Wilson seemed to accept a 
wrong minute and dropped from contention. The 
English Escort was in trouble with a burst 
radiator, while more eee 4 a rear brake caliper 
had been broken, presumably by a stone. It was 
being held on by wire, by luck, and by fouling the 
inside of the wheel rim (not to be advised, as the 
caliper wears out before the wheel). Drew 
Gallacher/Ian Muir retired here after clutch and 
gearbox problems, while Arneil’s clutch was also 
sticking. 

The 6} miles at Errochty were next and, 
although freshly graded, it was very loose at the 
top and later numbers must have been seriously 
hampered. Alastair Brearley retired his Ascona 
with a stripped diff and Samson was fastest time 
with Wilson a second behind. A simple one-miler 
at Blair Castle preceded lunch and this was 
cleared by Samson, Heggie and Arneil. 

In warm sunshine, with peacocks strutting 
around, lots of space and no tourists, Blair Castle 
made an ideal lunch halt, where the positions were 
Samson 35.09, Heggie 35.24, Grierson 35.29, 
Arneil 35.38, and Bill Taylor 35.41. The prospect 
of a battle royal in the second half with only half- 
a‘minute covering the top five was quickly 


“Fin 


diminished on the next Blair Atholl stage. 
Samson confessed to a narrow escape on the 
rutted straight near the finish, but recorded a 
time 13secs clear of Grierson and more ahead 
of Heggie. This rather left the field scratching 
their heads, wondering how he had done it; where- 
me he repeated the dose at Kindrogan 
(diabolically rough by now), llsecs ahead of 
Heggie, who was in turn 3secs ahead of a hard- 
charging Alastair Findlay. Alastair reckoned 
there was no way he could make his 1700cc Escort 
go any faster. Willie Crawford made his first 
appearance in the fastest times here but the 
repeat run through Glenisla proved his undoing, 
and he went straight on at a left-hander, losing 
about a minute in the process. The stage was 

robably a bit slower then in the morning and 

amson managed 7.12 closely followed by Heggie 
on 7.14, Next up was Grierson, 14secs behind, a 
suspected burnt valve reducing his engine’s 
power. 

With the rally heading south for Fife, it looked 
unlikely that the Samsons’ lead would be in 
jeopardy, the more so since Heggie’s wired-up 
caliper was encouraging a certain amount of 
caution. Nevertheless both he and Charles know 
the Fife stages well and spectators were treated 
to some spectacular stuff. Pitmedden had been 
graded since its use two weeks ago and was in 
superb condition. The leaders were both 
extremely ragged (Samson two-wheeling along a 
bank and Heggie going off over the finish line) in 
their attempts to out-do each other. It was 
Donald fastest by 3secs from Charles, while Willie 
Crawford had an excellent run a further 10secs 
behind. 

The loop at the Clink had also been regraded 
and the leaders tied on 2.20, with Grierson six 
behind and Wilson seven. Two miles at Edens- 
muir were next, and with their farm about 3 miles 
away, no-one had beaten the Samsons here for a 
couple of years. The one-miler at Thornton Wood 
is excellent value, with a continuous series of 
bends all visible to spectators. Samson was 
quickvct on 1.16 while Heggie punctured and 

peed 2secs to tie with Grierson and Crawford. 

The 5} miles of Blairadam are usually a Heggie 
benefit and he celebrated finishing a rally with 
6.20, 17 whole seconds ahead of the Samsons, who 
were in turn ten ahead of Crawford. So ended a 
thoroughly enjoyable Hackle Rally. It brought a 

opular victory to the Samsons, who can now look 
orward to a new car with the hope that it will 
bring as much success as the old one, while 
Heggie was happy to get in some practice. 
Grierson provisionally takes the lead in the 
Scotsman championship with 41pts, MacRae (this 
his first non-finish of the year) drops to second 
with 37, Samson rises to third on 36, followed by 


Alan Arneil on 32. 
GEORGE DEAN 


1, Charles Samson/Alec Samison Ford Escort), 71.26; 

2, Donald Heggie/George Dean (Ford Escort), 71.53; 

3, Murray Grierson/Roger Anderson (Ford Escort), 73.15; 
4, Alan Arneil/Paul Mason (Ford Escort), 73.34; 

5, Bill Uae Mclver (Ford Escort), 74.05; 

6, lan Wilson/Charlie Young (Opel Kadett), 74.50; 

7, Eric Howden/lan Marwick (Ford Escort), 75.09; 8, Willie 
Crawford/Fred Gallagher (Ford Escort), 75.20; 9, Alastair 
Findlay/Roger Tumbull (Ford Escort), 76.10; 10, Arthur 
Jasper/George Sangster (Ford Escort), 77.09. 

Class winners — 1000cc: Vince Finlayson/Doug Riach (Hillman Imp). 
P} 1300cc: Martin Jeffrey/Gus Carnegie (Ford Escort). 1700cc: 

a 


Im 
Findlay/Turnbull. Over 1700cc: Samson/Samson. 


Despite some irritating problems Donald Heggie/George Dean brought the F.English Escort Mk 2 home 


into second place. 
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Geoff Smailes leads Peter Harrington and Glenn Eagling in the Formula Ford final. Winner, Bremner, 
has already passed by. 


CADWELL PARK 


Morrison's V for victory 


It was Canadian Rod Bremner’s day at Cadwell 
Park on Sunday. The Crosslé 30F driver fought 
off strong local talent to take convincing wins in 


both the first heat and the final of the DJM. 


FF1600 race round this sinuous track in the 
Lincolnshire Wolds, where local knowledge 
counts for a lot. However, it was Peter Harring- 
ton in Ed Praxel’s Lotus 69F who achieved a long 
cherished ambition and set a new FF1600 lap 
record on his favourite circuit — “I think I’d give 
uw? racing if they closed this course’’. Lap records 

ew in every race at this BARC Championship 
meeting when the new track surface proved to be 
extremely “grippy’’, but in the main the racing 
was interesting rather than wildly exciting, not 
being helped by a number of disappointingly 
small grids. Fresh from the real thing, John 
Morrison (Votex Lola-Daghorn T326) absolutely 
dominated the Silver Cup Super Vee round on 
Britain’s “mini-Niirburgring”, while Brian 


Brian Pepper led 


~ BB 
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the Britax saloons event from flag to flag from Derrick Brunt’s BMW. 


Pepper’s General Relays Commodore GSE didn’t 
have too much competition in the Britax prod 
saloon race, although he still looked exhausted 
from flinging the big Opel round this demanding 
course. The programme was completed by two 
Forward Trust Special Saloon rounds, won by 
Ginger Marshall’s ingenious Mini Countryman 
(easily) and Tony Sugden’s Brook Hire escort 
BDE (not so easily). 
The tone for the day was set when just 12 cars 
came to the line for the first DJM FF1600 heat, 
with Toronto’s Rod Bremner on pole position. The 
Canadian favourite snatched the lead almost 
immediately but 26-year old Gainsborough driver 
Tony Barley (Royale-Brown RP21) hung on 
imly. Despite Bremner’s record-breaking 
efforts in the 30F-Rowland, the local driver was 
excelling himself and by lap. 4 was challenging 
hard. On the penultimate lap (was it under a 
yellow flag?) Barley squeezed by going into the 


Imp was next when it counte 


Gooseneck. Alas, he only reached the Mountain 
before understeering off into the bales guarding 
the marshal’s post, thereby leaving Bremner to 
what was now a comfortable lead. Glen Eagling 
(Van Diemen-Scholar RF75) had a rather lonely 
race and inherited a safe second place from the 
Scorpion Racing Royale RP21 of Steve Williams. 
Brian Thompson (Royale-Rowland RP16) 
survived a spin to finish 2.6s behind Williams. 
Ginger Marshall streaked away from the start 
of the Forward Trust 1000 Special Saloon race 
and thereafter nobody got anywhere near him. 
Behind, however, there was much toiling and 
spinning. Roger Gill did well to put his 850 Imp on. 
pole position but he made a very slow getaway, 
eing passed on all sides. Round at the Gooseneck 
he broadsided and took off David Enderby’s Mini, 
the latter going down a steep bank and whose 


driver was not amused at his early demise. Nick 


Birch’s Imp took an initial second place but was 
soon demoted by the similar car of Malcolm John- 
stone (who quickly spun out of immediate con- 
tention) and Bill Barrett’s Cooper S. The latter 
retired on his sixth lap and by this time John- 
stone had won back the lost ground and finished 
second, despite all but losing the lot at the 
Mountain on the last lap. George Ostroumoff’s 
ahead of Neil 
Dineen’s class-winning Paul Green/Sony/Redif- 
fusion Mini and the misfiring 1-litre Mini of 
Duncan Kirk. Birch had by this time slowed con- 
siderably and finished last. ‘ 

After the small saloons had finished flingin 
themselves round the landscape, the secon 
bunch of DJM Formula Fords emerged with a 
hard-working Peter Harrington on pole position 
with a time 1.4s faster than any other FF in 

ractice, and 2s faster than the next man in this 

eat. He won rather easily. Opposibaen might 

have come from Frank Bayes (Image-Minister 
FF 2B) had he not understeered off at Park when 
second. After a rapid if slightly hairy drive, 
during which he squaley Harrington’s fastest 
lap he finished third, well behind Geoff Smailes, 
who. was learning about Cadwell’s twists and 
turns in the Kismet Royale RP21. Best dice of the 
race gave Martin ood (Weir St Light 
Engineering Royale RP16) third place by 0.2s 
sa Quebec’s Don Sobering (Crosslé-Rowland 
30F). 

There were only nine Super Vees but they all 
finished and just two including Henwie Grant’s 
rough-sounding Taurus-Head M24) had _ brief 
spins. John Morrison pocketed a useful £200 b 
taking pole position and leading every lap, we 
ahead of Peter White (Mike Izzard Royale- 
Heidegger RP19), who retains his championship 
lead, and another local lad, Bill Burley with his 
Royale RP18A. The latter had quite a job to get 
past Tim Keen’s Ian Williams-entered Supernova, 
which had made an excellent start, but which 
later almost fell into the clutches of the Eldens s 
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Bruce Venn and Denny Shattuck (in the Mark 
Litchfield car), who had fought an almost race- 
Jong battle. 

The Britax Production Saloon Championship 
seems to be becoming a bit of a poor relation to 
the highly-publicized Radio 1 series, but in this 
case, since over 2-litre cars were running, the track. 
limit was 14 cars anyway. Derrick Brunt strove 
hard to hold Brian Pepper in the relativel 
unwieldly Manitou BMW but to little avail. Jeff. 
Allam put in another excellent drive in the Allam: 
Motor Services Magnum for third place, ahead of: 
Eric Cook’s blaring Mazda, but he was all alone in 
his class. Graham Miles made up ground and 
ad in the later stages to finish fifth in the other 

anitou Beem, while Roger Payne had no 
trouble cleaning up the least expensive class in. 
the Elstree Plant Dayglo-hued Avenger, 15.8s 
clear of Rodney Posner’s Simca Rallye 1. Not an 
intensly fought race but, again, everyone finished 
without major drama. ; 

Harrington and Smailes played their DJM 
Double Points Discs for this meeting, but it was 
Bremner who made the best start while 
aeereirton was a little tardy from pole, also drop- 
ping behind Smailes. The red and silver Lotus was 
soon really flying through and grabbed second on 
Jap 2, Harrington mounting an attack on 
Bremner. However, by his own admission he over- 
cooked it and spun at Charlie’s. He was auicley 
back into his stride, setting the new 1600 
record, but Frank Bayes spun in front of him at 
the wrong moment. He stopped in time but was 
mildly punted from behind, bending a wishbone. 
All this left a beaming Bremner on top from 
Smailes and Glen Eagling (first Brit!). Steve 
Williams completed another good drive for fourth 
ahead: of the pace Rey Scrap between the like- 
coloured Royales of Martin Wood and Brian 
meeripecn. : 

Nick Whiting lurked at the back of the Forward 
Trust 1000-plus finale, not in the vepre but in his 
pon dee 8 rebuilt and now mainly black Escort, 
with which he had had a dreadful practice session 
with big braking bothers. From the flag Tony 
papien took the initiative from Paul Rhodes’s 
red-white-and-blue Escort-FVC, while Whiting 
had snaked his way up to third from Tony Dickin- 
son’s Richard Pearson Escort well before the end 
of the ae Any challenge to the leaders from the 
All Car Equipe man was thwarted when a gear 
jumping out put him off briefly on lap 3, although 

e s00n managed to repass Dickinson. Meanwhile 
Sugden was having to go all out to hold off 
Rhodes. The Pontefract decorator was going 
really well and when the chequered flag went out 
he was only 0.4s in arrears of the Brook Hire car, 
whose driver now has a clear lead in the FT 1000 
plus series. Although rather overshadowed by the 

‘F2” Escorts, Geoff Byman (GBD Mini) stayed 
on the same lap to win his class. 


CHRIS MASON 


DJM Records Formula Ford 1600 Championship, heat 1 (3 ose 
1, Rod Bremner (Crossié-Rowland 30F), 13m 28.85, 80.11mph; 2, 
Glenn Eagling (Van Diemen-Scholar RF75), 13m 36.8s; 3, Steve 
Williams (| Cynregcuolen RP21), 13m _56.8s. Fastest lap; Bremner 
and Tony Barley (Royale-Brown RP21), 1m 39.2s, 81.65mph 


la 1, Ginger Marshall (1.0 Austin Mini Countryman), 18m 15.4s, 
We amon Ma iS Toot 


85 1, Marshall; 2, 
hr cedy cu Fastest lap: Marshall and Bill Barrett (1.0 
Mini-C tS), 1m 47.0s, 75.70mph (re . Up to 850cc: 1 


h (re: ). 

600 Championship, heat 2 (8 laps): 

1, Peter Harrington (Lotus-Scholar cor 13m 22.8s, 80.91mph; 2, 

Geoff Smailes (Royale-Scholar RP21), 13m 38.4s; 3, Frank Bayes 

{image Minister 2B) 13m 54.2s. Fastest lap: Bayes and 
larrington, 1m 39.0s, 81.81mph (record). 

Volkswagen Sliver Cup Formula Super Vee Championship round 
Sy laps 1, John Morrison (Lola-Daghorn 1326), 18m 23.2s, 

8.10mph; 2, Peter White (Royale-Heidegger RP19), 18m 43.4s; 3, 
Bill Burley Royale Heidegger RP18A), 18m 49.0s; 4, Tim Keen 
Cenericys. horn SSV75), 18m 53.2s; 5, Bruce Venn (Elden- 

aghorn ESY), 8m 54.4s; 6, Denny Shattuck (Elden-Rolt FSV), 18m 
59.8s. Fastest ae Morrison, 1m 30.2s, 89.80mph (record). 

Britax Production Saloon Car Championship round (10 laps}: 1, 
Brian Pepper (2.8 Opan Commodore gee. 19m 46.4s, 68.27mph; 
2, Derrick Brunt (3.0 BMW 3.0Si), 19m 57.8s; 3, Jeff Allam (2.3 
Vauxhall Magnum), 20m 13.4s; 4, Eric Cook (2.0 Mazda RX3), 20m 
SOS, Fastest Jen: Petron: im srs) Goan eee Ne, 

-OSi), Fastest lap: Pepper, 1m 57.0s, 69.23mph_ (e: shes 

£2001-22400: 1, Allam, 66.75mph: no other starters | 
Fastest lap: Allam, 2m 00.0s, 67.50mph (establishes record). £1601 
£2000: 1, Cook, 65.82mph: 2, David Taylor (1.6 Ford Escort 
paver no other starters. Fastest jap: Cook, 2m 01.0s, 66.94mph 
establishes re Up to £1600: 1, Roger Payne (1.6 Hillman 
venger), 63.44mph; 2, Rodney Posner (1.3 Simca Rallye 1); 3, Neil 
Hepburn (1.3 Ford Escort Popular). Fastest lap: Payne, 2m 04.6s, 
65.00mph (establishes record). 

DJM Records Formula Ford 1600 Championship round, final (10 
laps): 1, Bremner, 16m 46.6s, 80.46mph; 2, Smailes, 16m 53.8s; 3, 
Eagling, 17m 00.0s; 4, Williams, 17m 15.8s;5, Martin Wood Royale- 
Rowland RP16), 17m 21.0s; 6, Brian Thompson (Royale-Rowland 
RP16), 17m 21.2s. Fastest lap: Harrington, 1m 38.2s, 82.48mph 
re 


(record). 
Forward Trust 1000 Plus Special Saloon Car Championship round 
go laps 1, Tony Sugden oe Ford Escort BDE), 16m 45.8s, 
0.53mph; 2, Paul Rhodes (1.9 Ford Escort FVC), 16m 46.2s; 3, 
Nick Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort BDG), 17m 01.4s; 4, Tony Dickinson 
go ord Escort BDA), 17m 21.2s. Fastest lap: Whiting, 1m 38.0s, 
2.65mph (record). Over 1800cc: as overall. 1001-1 : 1, Geoff 
Cooper 9); 3, Mick Davies (3 Mint Gooner’ & Faster fats By 
tS);_3, Mick Davies (1.3 Mini r S). Fastest lap: Byman, 
Am 48.4s, 74.72mph. ~~ ait? 
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The Lotus 69 of Dave Griffin leads the FF invitation race prior to his big accident 
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Derek Shortall surprises 


Listed on the calendar as the Dublin Grand Prix, 
for the second year running there were no 
Formula 5000s at the Motor Enthusiasts 
Mondello meeting, and this club’s outing on April 
4 took the form of another “clubbie”. It was well 
sponsored by Mercantile Credit, but there was 
not enough money to attract the much needed 
extra interest of English drivers, particularly for 
the poorly supported Mercantile Credit Trophy 
Atlantic race. This was won, as usual, by Patsy 
McGarrity, but Derek Shortall drove a forceful 
race into second spot, indicating that he could 
well be winning Atlantic races later this year; 
after all, this was only his second drive in the 
Vista-Chevron B27. It is early yet to make fair 
comment on the Irish racing scene and forecast 
future happenings, but by Easter Monday several 
more drivers and cars should be coming out of 
their long winter hibernation, which seems to be 
getting longer and longer in Hibernia than 
elsewhere. Prospects for some new machinery are 
not all that bright, money being scarce and 
sponsorship practically impossible to obtain. 
There is also still a problem of importing racing 
cars, import duty amounting to about 50 per cent; 
and efforts made to exempt racing cars from this 
crippling restriction have so far proved 
ineffective. 

Frank O’Rourke in his Ascona 1900 dominated 
the standard saloon race, and although he almost 


Spun on one lap at Shell he gathered it all together 


to race on to an almost 20s win over last year’s 
champion Plum Tyndall in the Onsala Magnum 
Coupe. Joe Greenan, having changed from a five- 
speed to a four-speed box and taken out the LSD, 
was not as quick this time in his BMW 2002 and 
he eventually retired after eight laps. 

There was just no-one equal to Ed Mahon in his 


Komatsu Midget in the mod sports race. Morgan 


Dempsey in his similar Midget was equally un- 
challenged in second place, and the only interest 
was the constant pursuit of Brendan Lynch oe 
Don Kissane, Lynch’s Aldon Midget having that 
edge on acceleration to take third by 0.4s. 

Stee Griffin’s Rolo Mini broke its gearbox in 
practice and Conor Linehan 
mans Mini after the first lap of the special saloon 
race. Rosemary Smith in the Sada FVC again had 
no competition at all to win as she pleased, com- 
menting that it was “all rather boring” and that 
she was taking a hard look at Atlantic as a really 
challenging alternative to tin-tops. Cyril McCabe 


was beaten for second and the 1350cc class by- 


Seamus O’Connor, the two Minis enlivening an 
otherwise very dull procession. 

The Formula Ford race was another proces- 
sional affair, Trevor Templeton in his Van Diemen 
finishing 1.4s ahead of a hard-trying Harry 
Acheson (Crossle 30F). Noel Kavanagh (Hawke 


itted his Church-. 


DL11) was a lone third, a long way in front of the 
similar Hawke of Mick Dunne. 

Derek Shortall in the Vista-Chevron B27 led the 
Atlantic race for half a lap, but on the fast 
straight towards Duckhams he dived across the 
road to the left and Patsy McGarrity was through 
on the inside to lead in the Jet-Duckhams 
Chevron B29. Shortall was strongly challenged by 
Bill Gowdy in his B25, closing up on McGarrity in 
the last two laps, but the gaps were exactly 0.4s 
between each car at the flag. Pat Woods lapped 
his B25 at 58.6s on lap 10, the same as Shortall’s 
best (which he did five times), but he then pulled 
off at Shell on lap 11 and smashed the nosecone on 
the bank on the inside. 

Finally there was an invitation Formula Ford 
race, led by Dave Griffin for three laps until he 
had the longest and most extraordinary accident 
ever at Mondello. On the downhill run from Duck- 
hams to Esso the front brakes locked on his 
Lotus 69, and he went off onto the grass, 
removing two stout timber supports of the Esso 
sign, disap ‘ing under the bushes into a gully, 
and finally opping over a high bank to crash-land 
in a shower of shattered glassfibre and splintered 
timber; driver unhurt, and ee, little 
damage to the car! Out in front, the race belonged 
to Eddie Jordan at the wheel of Noel Lennon’s 
Crossle 20F, which he brought home with 8s to 
spare over Mick Dunne’s Hawke DL11. 

All in all, it was an extremely dull meeting 
indeed — but things must improve. 


BRIAN FOLEY 


Production saloons up to and over 160cc (10 oe: 1, Frank 
O'Rourke (1.9 Opel Ascona), 12m 47.4s, 58.17mph; 2, Alan Tyndall 
a Vauxhall rig Hele 13m 7.2s; 3, Russell Connell (Ford Capri 

}000), 13m 8.4s. Fastest lap: O'Rourke, 1m 15.2s, 59.36mph. Over’ 
eee ® overall. Up to 1600ce: Gerry McGarrity (Honda Civic), 

m 30.4s. 

Modified saloons (10 arse Rosemary Smith (Ford Escort-FVC), 
11m 29.45, 64.75mph; 2, Seamus O'Connor (Mini), 11m 32.8s; 3, 
ae McCabe (Mini), 11m 33.6s; 4, John L’Estrange (Mini), 12m 

.28; 5, Michael Dillon (Mini), 12m 42.8s; 6, Conor Linehan ( ini), 9 
laps. Fastest lap: Smith, 1m 07.0s, 66.63mph. Class winners: Smith 
aie) cates (10 taps): 1, Ed Mahon (MG Midget), 11m 21.4: 

si cars a jahon ge’ m 21.4s, 
65.51mph; 2, Morgan Dempsey (MG idget), llm 28.2s; 3, 
Brendan Lynch py Midget), 11m 43.4s; 4, Don Kissane (MG 
Micest) 11m 43.8s; 5, Dave Waters (AH Sprite), 12m 20.8s. Fastest 
lap: Mahon, 1m 06.6s, Scone ‘ 

Formula Ford (15 laps): 1, Trevor Templeton (Van Diemen), 16m 
07.0s, 69.24mph; 2, Harry Acheson (Crossié 30F), 16m 08.4s; 3,’ 
Noel Kavanagh (Hawke DL11), 16m 52s; 4, Mick Dunne (Hawke 
DL11), 16m 57.2s; 5, Alec Cahoon (Crosslé 25F), 17m 05.2s; 6, Noe! 
Lennon (Crosslé 20F), 17m 06s. Fastest lap: Templeton and 
Acheson, 1m 03.4s; 70.41mph. ‘ 

Formula Atlantic (15 laps): 1, Patsy McGarrity (Chevron B29), 14m 
56.6s, 74.68mph; 2, Derek Shortall (Chevron uh 14m 57s; 3, Bill 
sow chevron B25), 14m 57.4s. Fastest lap: McGarrity, 57.8s, 


Formula Ford Invitation (10 laps): 1, Eddie Jordan (Crosslé por 
11m 07.8s, 66.85mph; 2, Mick Dunne (Hawke DL11), 11m 15.8s; 3, 
Colin Lees (Lotus 69), 11m 23.8s; 4, Michael Clifford (Crossié 20F), 
11m 36s; Padraig Mooney (Meriyn Mk29), 11m 43s; 6, Harry 
Fy a (Crossié '5F), 11m 58.4s. Fastest lap: Jordan, 1m 5.2s, - 

47mph. 


AUTOSPORT, APRIL 15, 1976 


LYDDEN 


Easy for 
Homewood 


“Motor Racing is Dangerous” runs the much 
printed legend, and surely the stock car antic of 
putting the fastest men to the back of the grid is 
dangerous. Not that the BARC intended to do 
that at Lydden last Sunday, but even without 
timekeepers grid positions still have to be de- 
cided. In this case, we were told, past perform- 
ances at BARC meetings was to be the criterion. 
It is a mystery how this put a complete novice on 
to pole position in the mod sports race ahead of 
Pat Longhurst, and ousted Philip Guerola from 
his rightful place in the Libre race. What was 
worse, though, was that two of the fastest 
Formula Fords round Lydden, including the 
winner of the last FF race here, were put at the 
back of their grid. The relief when the last race got 
safely away was apparent on some of the faces of 
the officials near fhe start-line. 

However, lack of timekeepers apart, the 
meeting, run in warm and dusty conditions, was a 
pleasant one. The standard of the driving was cer- 
tainly an improvement on the opening meeting of 
the season. Originally six races were planned, all 
of 15 laps which is longer than usual at Lydden. 
Only two Clubmans cars turned up, though, so 
they were started 10 seconds behind the mod 
sports. 

e pattern of the first race was pretty predict- 
able but nevertheless entertainmg. The grid 
looked fair, with John Homewood’s well nigh 
unbeatable Imp on pole and next to him Steve 
Hall, determined at least to get away first in his 
Cooper S. He did, and for three laps towed the 
Imp further and further away from the rest of the 


field. Then the inevitable happened and: 


Homewood took the lead in Chessons Drift. From 
then on he dominated the race in effortless 
fashion while Hall had to work hard just to keep 
him in pee Meanwhile Alan Wood (Imp) had 
detached himself from the pack and closed to 
within less than 3s of the Mini. Most of the excite- 
ment came from the rest of the field though, a 
tight group of five. These included the two 850 
Minis of Peter Knight and Bob Harman, a class 
battle that only ended with Harman going off at 
Devil’s Elbow. Fourth place went to Howard 
Lester (Cooper S) although he nearly lost it out of 
Pits the last time in his efforts to stay ahead of 
the “Flying Postman”, Keith Winchester, and 
Barry Willis (Minis). 

Sitting on pole position for the combined mod 
sports and Clubmans race was an apprehensive 

arry Smith in his Turner. Even the most avid 
reader of club race reports will not have heard of 
anaig 6 not surprisingly, as he had only done one 
race before. Still, the BARC in their wisdom saw 
in him a potential Pat Longhurst beater and put 
him on pole. All credit to him that he did not panic 
and for the first few yards actually led 
Longhurst’s new Davrian. However, by the end of 
the second lap he was last and by lap seven he was 
pened. Grids decided on past performances — 
w ? 


oO are you trying to kid, BARC 
Longhurst led for the whole race but was 
chased initially by Ted Reeve’s Midget. Any 


possibilities fizzled out when Reeve’s exhaust 
ae came adrift and lod itself under the car. 

eeve maintained second place but at an under- 
standably slower pace. Meanwhile Graham 
Sinclair, sole survivor of the two U2s which had 
started after the rest, had moved up to third 
place. For most of the race these three circulated 
well apart and miles in front of the rest of the field 
of Spridgets. 

The grid for the Formula Ford race was a farce. 
Three of the cars on the first two rows had not 
even turned up, leaving Paul Sleeman (Merlyn- 
ASD Mk11A) with the front row to himself and 
Len Marchant (Brabham-Scholar BT21/28) in a 
similar position on the second row. Nobody told 
the reserve that he was in (he was not mentioned 
on the grid sheet), but worst of all Tony Halliwell 
and John Poxon were at the back of the grid. As 
Halliwell won here a fortnight ago in his Merlyn 
MkIIA and as Poxon's Setyres Crosslé 25F is one 
of the fastest FFs round Lydden, it was not sur- 
prising that the drivers were irate. 

Thankfully the start for this second round of 
the Marchant & Cox championship was clean. 
Quite naturally Sleeman led ampionship 
ype Marchant for the first couple of laps, but 

e rest were closing in on the streamlined 
Brabham. Halliwell, in particular, having seen 


- 
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Jim Kelly’s Trojan holds off John Day’s March for a Libre second place. 


Poxon beat him off the grid, was hurtling round 
like an avenging fury, determined to make up for 
lost time. The Merlyn was pointing at all angles. 
Sleeman seemed to know what was happening 
and he too was on the ragged edge in his attempt 
to keep the advantage. It paid off, for although 
Halliwell got his old rival in his sights, he could do 
nothing about those last vital couple of seconds. 
Poxon, too, was showing his prowess and 
shadowed Halliwell for the length of the race. 
Marchant eventually held on to fourth spot, 
pressed hard by Alex Hawkridge’s Royale. The 
result meant that Halliwell’s lead in the new 
championship is just a slender two points over 
Sleeman. It certainly seems to be adding some- 
thing to the usual Lydden FF battles. 

The larger special saloons provided the least 


‘entertainment of the day. On the second lap 


Derek Foy rolled his Cooper S coming out of the 
Elbow, without personal injury, which meant he 
was not part of the general procession which 
followed. Tony Whibley’s Firenza led easily 
teroogas t, Bob Kirk’s Mini maintained a steady 
second place and, for two-thirds of the race Roy 
Marsh’s Mini was third. However, in the words of 
the driver, ‘‘it just stopped”; which left Steve 
Pattinson’s Mini the place. 

Here we go again, Paul Sleeman ahead of Philip 
Guerola on the grid! The difference between the 
ASD-tuned FF engine and a Norvic FVC was 

uickly apparent, and off shot Guerola in his 
rabham B30 to his third win here in a fortnight. 
A signature-chasing Jim Kelly was not so lucky. 
Having just changed the ratios of his F5000 
Trojan T101, hecould not get away quickly and was 
engulfed by the pack. As they shot round for the 


first time, Guerola, who was scrubbing in new 
Goodyears and was later to lose his air box, was 
well ahead of Sleeman who threw it all away as he 

un out of Pits. Second place then went to John 

ay, having his first race for three years in a RS 
BDA-powered March 723 (recently updated by 
Nick Crossley’s Horseless Carriage Co, who are 
better known for their F4s). However, fate, in the 
shape of Kelly’s unwieldy Trojan (‘‘I — follow 
the car round here”), was approaching fast and by 
lap 5 he was relegated to third, well ahead of Mike 
Bower’s twin-cam Lotus 69. These were the only 
cars to go the full 15 laps, but behind them 
Sleeman’s Merlyn, filthy from its impact with the 
bank, had pulled right back to fifth. 


IAN WAGSTAFF. 


Special Saloons (15 laps: 1, John Homewood (1.0 Hillman Imp), 
12m 32.5s, 71.75mph; 2, Steve Hal! (1.0 vies S$); 3, Alan 
Wood (1.0 Hillman Imp); 4, Howard Lester (1.0 Mini-Cooper S). Ze 
850cc: 1, Peter Knight (850 Mini-Cooper S), no other finishers. 851- 
1000cce: as overall. 

Mod sports and Clubmans cars (15 ae 1, Pat ly roried (1.0 
Davrian), 12m 22.6s, 72.72mph; 2, Ted Reeve (1.3 MG Midget); 3, 
Graham Sinclair (1.6 U2); 4, Steve Everitt (1.3M o> 

Formula Ford (15 laps): 1, Paul Sleeman (Merlyn ee 
11m 15.4s, 75.60mph; 2, Tony Halliwell (Merlyn-Minister Mk11A); 3, 
John Poxon (CrossiléRowland 25F); 4, Len Marchant (Brabham- 
Scholar BT21/28); 5, Alex Hawkridge (Royale-Minister RP21); 6, 
Tony Mundy Jamu n-Scholar). 

Special Saloons (15 laps): Overall and 1001-1300cc class: 1, Tony 
Whibley (2.3 Vauxhall Firenza), 12m 43.0s, 70.76mph; 2, Bob Kirk _ 
1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 12m 56.0s, 69.56mph; 3, Steve Pattinson (1.3~ 

ini-Cooper S); 4, Chris Sparkes (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). Over 1300cc: 
1, Whibley; no other starters. ‘ ‘ 

Formule Libre (15 laps): 1, Philip Guerola (1.8 Brabham-Norvic 
FVC BT30), 11m 08.6s, 80.77mph; 2, Jim Kelly (5.0 Trojan- 
Chevrolet 1101); 3, John Day (1.6 slon Hagng oly aa BDA 723); 
4, Mike Bowers (1.8 Lotus-Vegantune t/c 69); 5, Paul Sleeman (F' 
Merlyn Mk11A); 6, Len Marchant (FF Merlyn Mk1 1A). 

No fastest laps given. 


INGLISTON 


Evans wins Rossleigh pot 


The Ingliston season had a rather damp curtain- 
raiser last Sunday, sponsored by Heron 
Rossleigh, whose trophy went to Jim Evans in the 
extremely fleet AET turbo Escort. Richard Scott 
notched up a fine Libre win in one of the Dickson 
of Perth Team Modus cars, from the Chevron B31 
of Iain Mclaren, while Stu Lawson streaked 


away to his customary victory in the Formula 
Ford event in his new Hawke DLI5. Laurence 


Jacobsen used the ex-Alec Clacher Imp to good 
effect to take the small saloon event and to win 
his class in the final, but it was the large field of 
production saloons which provided one of the best 
races of the day and gave Nial Mulloy a runaway 
win in the Graham & Morton Toyota Celica GT, 
all the cars finishing in that event. 
For openers, a somewhat depleted grid of seven 
modsports cars faced the starter, Sake Mackie 
itting his Elan prior to the start. In pouring rain 
Caer Allen shot the ASM Clan Crusader awa 
from team-mate Andrew Smith, who crawled off 
with gearbox trouble, but it was John Kirk 


(Davrian), who had the advantage first time 
round, while Allen was being hounded by the 
Jensen-Healey ably handled by Eric Liddell, who 
slotted into second place braking for the hairpin 
on the third lap. Next time around Kirk’s Davrian 
chewed a doughnut at the same spot and bent a 
driveshaft, leaving the race to Liddell who never 
put a wheel wrong in the treacherous conditions. 

The first heat for the Heron Rossleigh Trophy 
followed, with Hugh Chalmers pussyfooting the 
Len Lothian Imp away ahead of Laurence 
Jacobsen, with Ian Forrest in the Drambuie Imp, 
which had required a push-start, just holding off 
McLeod’s Mini until mid-race. 

The rain eased for the full field of FF1600 cars 
to be led away by Stu Lawson, hustling his new 
Hawke DL15, in Edinbrugh Flying Club colours, 
out in front of Pete Morrison (Crosslé 25F), Gary 
Gibson (Crosslé 30F), Duncan Hall (Hawke DL15) 
and John McGilvray (Crosslé 25F). McGilvray 
spun to the tail of the race, leading Robin ane 
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Feature race winner Jim Evans (Turbo Escort) leads Ji S Dryden’s Mini (above). FFs in the rain (below): 
winner Stu Lawson leads Gary Gibson and Duncan Hall. 
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INGLISTON continued 


(Crosslé 25F) heading Lawrie (Eldon 10C), 
Franchitti (Hawke DL15) and David Philip 
(Hawke DL12). These positions were maintained 
Becushout, except that McGilvray hurled his 
Crosslé back to ninth place. 

The next event lost its interest early, when after 
leading the ex-Grob Chevron B31 of Tony 
Charnell from a very brisk step-off at the line, Iain 
McLaren had his B31 go powerless on him after 
one lap. Charnell rocketed away from the rest, led 
by Ken Allen’s Crusader, who this time showed 
Eric Liddell in the Jenscot Healey his rear view. 
The latter HroPBes back to the overtaken by the 
Gryphon of Sandy Watson. 

The second heat for the Heron Rossleigh 
Trophy provided the best racing so far, with Jim. 
Dryden, his Longman Mini now Ford-engined, 
snatching the lead from the AET turbo Escort of 
Jim Evans. Evans asserted himself on the next 
lap, flashing into first place on the long back 
straight, never again to be challenged. Jim 
Pinkerton (Mini) held an unenviable third place 
with the Escorts of Doug Niven and Walter 
Robertson howling up behind him. Robertson 
took Niven in the ex-Whiting car which next la 
collected fourth place, leavin 
back and be overwhelmed by Bill Dryden, getting 
used to Tolemans/SMT Firenza Ecosse. The 
Firenza then set out to catch Niven, but had failed 
by over a second when the flag fell. 

f that was a good race, better was to follow 
_when a healthy grid of production saloons was un- 
leased, to provide Nial Mulloy with a well merited 
mr flag victory in the Toyota Celica GT. 
Behind him, a terrific barney ensued for second 
place, with Tom Meldrum, this year Mazda RX3. 
mounted, maintaining his supremacy over Roy 
‘Knowles’ Mexico and drew Jeffrey’s 
Dolomite Sprint. This trio tried to take the Esses 
‘together, dropping the Celica of Ian Gardner in 
the process. Meanwhile Chris Jones contrived to 
spin his Mazda to the tail of the field, as Ian 


Stirling (Mazda) was caught and passed by the. 


Magnum of Doug Baillie and finished sandwiched 
by the like car of Bill Struth. Some way down the 
field, Tom Irvine hurled the Chatham Honda 
Civic along holding off Cromar’s Mexico. 

Richard Scott made no mistakes on the drying 
track to lead the 15-lap Libre event in the Modus, 
from Iain McLaren (Chevron B31), who kept 
Andy Barton (March 75B) at four cars’ length 
throughout. But Norman Dickson in the other 
Modus, lying fourth for 10 laps, had other ideas 
and tried. to take Barton on the inside at Left- 
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Pinkerton to fall. 


itn 


hander, only to spin when he got off the dry 
racing line, without losing his place. However, he 
did the spin part in front of the grandstand and 


retired. The high-speed trio meanwhile continued 
up front and lapped the others, led by the Lotus 
69 BDA of Bob Rollo from Booth’s similar car. 
Booth was caught and passed by Peter 
McNaughton (Chevron B23), but Gary Gibson 
took advantage of the mélée when Dickson spun 
to push his Crosslé 30F through to a well- 
deserved fourth place. 

The final event was the 15-lapper for the main 


trophy, and Jim Evans drove a beautiful race in 
the AET Engineering Turbo Escort, leading 
throughout. Jim Dryden in the Longman Mini 
held second place from Robertson, the latter 
being passed i“ Bill Dryden’s Firenza after four 
laps. Then Robertson’s Escort started smoking as 
Bill Dryden was now reeling in the Mini, which in 
turn was dropping back to be taken by Niven. 
Behind, Jacobsen led the 1000cc class and was 
holding the Drambuie car of Forrest at bay, some 
way ahead of David Farrer (Escort). At the end, 
Niven had his sights on the Dryden Firenza 
which, but Bill, although a broken gear lever tore 
his hand, held the advantage to take second place 


by 0.36s. BILL HENDERSON 


Modified Sports Cars (10 laps): 1, Eric Liddell iensen Healey), 
10m 20.4s, 59.77mph; 2, Ken Allen (998 Clan Crusader), 10m 
.20.8s; 3, S. Robb (1293 M.G. Midget), 11m 13.4s; 4, M. Taylor 
aust Healey Sprite), 10m 33.4s 9 laps). Fastest lap: Liddell & 

lien, 61.00s, 60.79mph. No other finishers. Fastest lap: Liddell, 
61.00s, 60.79mph. Up to 1300cc: 1, Allen; 2, Robb; 3, Taylor. 
Fastest lap: Allen, 61.00s, 60.79mph. 

The Heron Rossleigh Trophy. ‘ace for Special Saloons up to 
1000cc. Heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Laurence Jacobsen (998 Hillman Imp), 
10m 53.3s, 56.76mph; 2, stuen Chalmers (998 Hillman Imp), 10m 
58.6s; 3, D. McLeod (Mini Clubman), 11m 28.6s; 4, lan Forrest (998 
Drambuie Imp), 11m 52.8s. Fastest lap: Chalmer and Jacobsen, 
64.1s, 57.85mph. 

Shand Carpets Championship for Formula Ford (10 laps): 1,Stu 
Lawson (Hawke DL15), 10m 42.8s, 57.69mph; 2, Peter Morrison 
(Crosslé 25F), 10m 43.8s; 3, Gary Gibson (Crosslé 30F), 10m 47.3s; 
4, Duncan Hall (Hawke DL15), 10m 52.0s. Fastest‘lap: Gibson, 
62.5s, 59.33mph. E i 

“Blue Riband” Championship for Sports and Special GT cars (10 
laps): 1, Tony Charnell (1.9 Chevron B31), 9m 45.2s, 63,36mph; 2, 
Ken Allen (998 Clan Crusader), 10m 15.6s; 3, Sandy Watson (Gry. 
phew, 10m 21.2s; 4, Eric Liddell (2.0 Jensen Healey), 10m 28.7s. 

astest lap: Charnell, 57.1s, 64.94mph. Over 1600cc: 1, Charnell: 2, 
Liddell; 3, Alan Sharpe (Mallock U2 Mk17). Fastest lap: Charnell; Up’ 
to 1600cc:1, Allen; 2, Watson; 3, J. Mackie (Lotus Elan), 9 laps. 
Fastest lap: Allen, 60.2s, 61.59mph. 

The Heron Rossleigh Trophy for Special Saloons over 1000cc. 
(Heat 2) (10 ssps: 1, Jim Evans (2.8 AET Turbo Escort), 10m 
04.4s, 61.39mph:; 2, Jim Dryden (1.3 Longman Mini), 10m 17.45: 
3, Walter Robertson (Ford Escort), 10m 27.2s; 4, Dougal Niven (2.0 
Ford Eccort) 10m 35.8s. Fastest lap: Evans, 58.8s, 63.06mph. Over 
1300cc: 1, Evans; 2, Robertson; 3, Niven. Fastest lap: Evans. 1001- 
1300cc: 1, J. Dryden; 2, Jim Pinkerton (Mini Cooper S): 3, lan 
Ragersen( Mint March). Fastest lap: Dryden, 60.2s, 61.59mph. 

ie Shell Race for Production Saloons (10 eps 1, Nial Mulloy 
floveta Celica GT), 11m 51.2s, 52.14mph; 2, Tom Meldrum (Mazda 

X3), 12m 09.6s; 3, Roy Knowles (Ford Escort Mexico), 12m 09.8s; 
4, Andrew Jeffrey (Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 12m 10.0s. Over 
£2000: 1, Mulloy; 2, Jeffrey; 3, Bete Baillie (Vauxhall Magnum). 
Fastest lap: Mulloy and lan Gardner (Celica), 69.8s, 53.12mph. Up 


to £2000: 1, Meldrum; 2, Knowles; 3, lan Surling (Mazda RX3). 


Fastest lap: Vic Covey (Mazda RX3), 71.0s, 52.23mp 


Edinburgh Students’ Charities Cup for Libre Cars (15 laps). 1, 
Richard Scott (1.6 Modus), 13m 34.0s, 68.33mph; 2, lain Mclaren 
(2.0 Chevron B31), 13m 37.3s; 3, Andy Barton (1.8 March 75B), 
13m 38.7s; 4, Gary Gibson (1.6 Crosslé 30F), 14m 14.2s. Fastest 
lap: Norman Dickson (1.6 Modus), 52.4s, 70.76mph. 

The Heron Rossleigh Trophy, Final (15 age 1, Jim Evans a 
Turbo Escort), 14m 05.9s, 65.75mph; 2, Bill Dryden (2.5 Vauxhall 
Firenza Ecosse), 14m 23.6s; 3, Dougal Niven (2.0 Ford Escort), 
14m 23.9s; 4, Jim Dryden (1.3 Longman Mini), 14m 46.4s. Over 
Bee 1, Evans; 2, Bill Dryden; 3, Niven. Fastest lap: Niven 54.4s, 

-16mph. 
1001-1300cc: 1, Jim Dryden; 2, David Farrer (Ford Escort); 3, lan 
Rogerson (Mini March). Fastest lap: Dryden and Farrer, 57.6s, 
64.38mph. Up to 1000cc: 1, Laurence Jacobsen (Imp); 2, lan Forrest 
(Drambuie lla 3, John Fyda (Agra Imp). Fastest lap: Forrest, 
55.6s, 66.69mph. 


LLANDOW 


Curnow makes it three 


The highlights of Llandow’s Sunday meeting, 


‘which featured some good races, were dulled by 


the slow organisation of the BARC South Wales 
Centre. The Leyland 1275 GT Mini practice and 
race showed that higher power going through 
standard wheels can result in one falling off. The 
modsports cars were exciting and fast, but did 
not know whether they should do 15 or 20 laps, 
and Dave McCloy won the special saloon race on 
his first outing since its Brands write-off. There 
were races for FF and Libre, but the only redeem- 
ing features were the excellent driving of Kees 
van der Grint, and the spectacular progress of 
Harry Phillips’s in his McLaren in a straight line. 

In the 1275GT race, Paul Taft was walking away 
from the field when, coming up the back straight, 
the wheel visibly wobbled and fell off, for- 
tunately while he was travelling reasonably 
slowly. There were large holes where the nuts had 
pulled through the wheel. So Alan Curnow strove 
to his third win, the only other casualty being 
Steve Soper, who hit the Devil’s armco when 
being chased hard by Phil Rees. 

Dave Bettinson in the Caterham Super Seven 
was comfortably leading the modsports event 
from Jonathan Palmer’s Marcos until a spin at 
Devil’s dropped him down the order. Competitors 
were coniherably confused to find race officials 
insisting on 20 laps after they were told 15 laps in 
the paddock. The inevitable protest led to the 
results being taken at the 15-lap mark, but what 
organization! ; 

ave McCloy’s 1.3 Mini and John Morgan’s 3.8 
Jaguar Mk 1 had a real ding-dong battle in the 
special saloon event from the start, John passing 
Dave on the straights, and McCloy nipping 
through on the inside on the bends until Morgan 
was sidelined with a puncture. 


The Formule Libre race saw Harry Phillips in 
his Chevrolet-powered McLaren pick off the FF's 
one. by one, after a slow start, just using sheer 
power on the straights. 


ANDREW THOMAS 


Formula Ford (20 laps): 1, Dave Toye (Royale RP21), 13m 7.6s, 
91.42mph; 2, Kees van der Grint (Palliser WOF2), 13m 8s; 3, Robin 
Maydew (Alexis Mk18B), 13m 12.8s; 4, Dave Llewyllyn (Royale 
RP21), 13m 28.2s; 5, Peter Williams (Dulon MP17), 13m 32s; e. 
Graham Jones (Royale RP16), 13m 36.8s. Fastest lap: van der Grint 
and Toye, 38.6s, 93.26mph. 

Leyland 1275 GT Challenge round (15 laps): 1, lan Curnow, 11m 
18.2s, 79.62mph; 2, Malcolm Leggate, 11m 23.6s; 3, Glyn Swift, 
11m 32s, 4, Roger Saunders, 11m 33s; 5, Jim Burrows, 11m 33.4s; 
6, Tony Pond, 11m 39s. Fastest lap: Curnow, Paul Taft, Geoff Till, 
44.2s, 81.45mph (establishes record). 

Modified sports car championship round (15 japst 1, Jonathan 
Palmer (3.0 Marcos GT), 10m 15.2s, 87.78mph; 2, lan Hail (1.3 Mini 
Jem Mk2), 10m 19.4s; 3, Gordon Howie a8 Austin Healey Sprite), 
10m 23.4s; 4, Dave Bettinson (1.6 Caterham Super 7), 10m 24.8s. 
Over 2000ce: 1, Palmer, 87.78mph; 2, Bob Neville (3.5 MGB G7); no 
other starters. Fastest lap: Palmer, 39.4s, 91.37mph. 1500cc to 
2000cc: 1, Bettinson, 86.43mph; 2, Alan Goodman (1.6 Lotus Elan); 
3, Bob Dickens (1.6 Lotus Kish Fastest lap: Bettinson, 39.4s, 
91.37mph. Up to 1500ce: 1, Hall, 87.18mph; 2, Howie; 3, Keith 
Ashby (1.3 MG Midget). Fastest lap: Hall, Howie, Ashby, 40s, 

mph. 

Special saloons (20 laps): 1, Dave McCloy (1.3 Mini), 13m 43.7s, 
87.40mph; 2, Nolan Pitts (1.3 Mini), 13m 52.4s; 3, Basil Dagge (1.0 
Hillman Imp), 13m 56.8s; 4, Alan Parfitt (1.0 Mini), 14m 12s. Over 
1300cc: no finishers. Fastest lap: John Morgan GS Jaguar Mk1), 
40.4s, 89.11mph. 1000cc to 1300cc: 1, McCloy, 87.40mph: 2, Pitts; 
3, “Malcolm” (Clubman GT). Fastest lap: McCloy and Phil Rees (1.3 
Mini), 40.4s, 89.11mph. 851cc to 1000cc: 1, Dagge, 86.04mph: 2, 
Parfitt; 3, Peter Gyles (1.0 Mini). Fastest lap: Dagge, 40.4s, 
89.11mph. Up to 850cc: 1, Barry Reece (Mini), 74mph; 2, John 


TiiaysontiMiny; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Reece, 46s, 78.26 
m 


ph. 

Formule Libre (12 laps): 1, Harry Phillips £0 McLaren M18), 7m 
59.6s, 90.07mph; 2, Kees van der Grint 3 Palliser WDF2), 8m 
0.8s; 3, Robin Maydew (FF Alexis Mk1 8B), 8m 3.2s: 4, Dave 
Llewellyn (FF Royale RP21), 8m 9.2s; 5, Graham Jones (FF Royale 
RP16), 8m 25s; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Phillips and van der 
Grint, 38.6s, 93.26mph. 
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WISCOMBE PARK 


Lane continues to climb 


Although Roy Lane and the 5-litre Fenny Marine 
GM1 started the new RAC Hillclimb Champion- 
ship in the same way that they finished last year 
— with a new outright course record, the big news 
for all enthusiasts is that Sir Nick is back! After a 
lay-off of just eighteen months, Sir Nicholas 
Williamson brought his impressive bright red 
March 741 down to Wiscombe Park for the first 
round of the RAC Championship and proceeded 
to show almost everyone else just how it should 
be done. 

With the responsibility of organising the first 
round of the RAC Hillclimb Championship secure 
in the hands of the ever efficient Aston Martin 
Owners’ Club, it is pleasant to be able to report 
that the weather remained dry throughout the 
week-end and that a good crowd of spectators 
witnessed what can only be described as the 
revival of British Speed Hillclimbing. 

It can never be easy to make the first 
competitive climb of a meeting, but John Milford 
started well with a run which immediately 
annexed Class One for his 1293 Cooper S in 44.93 
seconds. Mini dominance continued in the class 
for bigger engined Special Saloons with the award 
going to Mike Welch in his 1310 version (46.90) 
rom Vic Board and Paul Savage. 

Russ Ward, in the much modified John Brown 
Motors Allard Healey Sprite, scored his normal 
class win in the up to 1800cc GT and Sports Car 
Class, with a clean if somewhat spectacular 46.84s 
first run and then, deciding that something had to 
be pulled out of the hat, made a really fast second 
climb to bring the record down to a resounding 
45.23s. Phil Porter looked set to repeat his 
Prescott performance in the Lotus Europa with a 
clean 46.94s run, but this was reckoning without 
Stuart Watts’ Lotus Elan which is clearly going 
better as his class winning time of 46.85 shows. 

For once, Michael White didn’t have the over 
1600cc GT Class all to himself in the impressively 
fast Porsche 911. Despite leading the class right 
through both runs with 47.62s, it was Guy 
Bedington who upset the apple cart when his 
Jaguar V12 E-Type simply scorched up the track 
in a shattering 46.03s. 

Back in 1972, one of the sights of the Shell/RAC 
Leaders Series was the Championship winning 
Mallock U2 of Chris Cramer and this car has now 
made a re-appearance in the capable hands of 
Richard Fry. Despite giving away some 300cc 
Fry’s time of 44.28s came close to eclipsing the 


"2 
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Lots of lock for Alan Richards’ 5-litre Chevrolet engined Surtees TS8. 


well-driven 1600cce Mallock of Jeremy Hunt who 
found a vital improvement to 43.62s on his second 
run. John Stuart has never been put off by the 
appearance of the opposition and despite the 
presence of Richard Pilkington’s impressively 
noisy T33 Alfa Romeo, took the 1845cc Martin 
BM8 up toits customary class win! 

Witha surprieine absence of 500cc racing cars, 
the first of the single seater classes went to the 
extremely well turned out and driven Penrhos 
Wine Company Brabham BT15 of Chris Dowson, 
who has settled into this car so well in the past 
couple of seasons (or perhaps we should have said 
‘matured’!). Another driver to have stayed with 
the same car for this year is Rob Turnbull in the B 
& W Motors Brabham BT35 and on his first visit 
to Wiscombe, Rob really got to grips with the hill, 
taking a clear class win over Terry Smith with an 
outstanding 41.32s run. 

The presence of nine of last year’s Top Ten 
drivers plus two former champions in the forms of 
Mike MacDowel and Nick Williamson would be 
enough to guarantee a good scrap anywhere. 
Practice had already shown that the former 
champions had lost none of their ‘edge’ and the 
0 ge was Clearly on Roy Lane. Despite a lowly 

ifth eee at the end of the first runs, Roy pulled 

out all the stops to take the class for Unlimited 
Racing Cars with a spectacular ‘“‘all the width of 
the track”’ 38.89s climb. Second place went to the 
neat and extremely nice sounding March 742 
BMW of David Franklin who peorons two tidy 
sub-40 second climbs, somewhat in contrast to 
the fiery and very spectacular driving of Sir Nick 
(who had damaged the nose of the Formula One 
March in practice the previous ~~ and now 
seemed determined to get his own back. 

Mike MacDowel remarked in the Paddock that 
his new Hart engined Ralt RT1 seemed to be 
positively tiny when compared with all the other 
Championship cars, but this didn’t stop the 
former Champion putting in one very quick run to 
qualify for the Run-Off. 

Chris Cramer had a dreadful week-end. The first 
problems came on Saturday when the car, 
running on Formula One slicks for the first time 
completely sheared two drive shafts in quick 
succession on the start line. To stand any chance 
of getting points, Chris had to do everythin; 
possible to conserve the replacement shafts whic 
were hurriedly brought down from Stroud and 
this meant running the Grunhalle Lager March 


Y 2e3 


76A on F2 tyres — a tremendous disadvantage 
for a car having well over 400bhp on tap. 


The championship started with sudden drama 
when Mike MacDowel found that a planned gear 
ratio change had suddenly left him unable to 
select any gears — thus allowing Malcolm 
Dungworth into the top group to collect his first 

oint with a rather hairy 41.67s. Ninth was 

artyn Griffiths who seemed unable to recapture 
his earlier form and could only get down to 41.16s. 
Chris Cramer failed to improve on his first run 
time of 40.82s, when after a poor second start he 
really got the car moving on the bottom part of 
the hill, only to arrive at Sawbench with a car that 
wouldn’t go round the corner — a legacy of having 
to run on F2 tyres — a rapid api memes of brakes 
pulling the car up about an inch from the bank. 

Richard Brown knows Wiscombe well and with 
the Martin handling well he got down to a very 
respectable sixth place with 39.50s, just ahead of 
David Franklin whose first run of 39.56s was 
slower than his qualifying time and whose second 
run ended in a broadside skid just before the in- 
famous Gate — fortunately the only damage 
being a cracked front upright. Fifth was a rather 
angry Alister Douglas-Osborn whose first run 
was a real stormer which ended in the slip road at 
Martini when Al realised that there was no way he 
could get round the final hairpin. A more cautious 
second run stopped the clocks on 39.39s. Fourth 
was John Cussins in the Waring & Géillow. 
Chevron B32 now seemingly improved by the 
addition of more toe-in on the rear wheels (39.338), 
while third place went ot a highly delighted Ken 
MacMaster whose clean unspectacular drives 
must make other drivers wonder what it’s all 
about (39.21s). All of which brings us to the only 
two “38 second’’ drivers, Nick Williamson and 
Roy Lane, both of whom were superb. 

Nick Williamson was clearly out for victo 
from the start and the sight of the F1 Mar 
rocketing through the bottom part of the hill is 
one to be remembered for a long time. With both 
runs below 39 seconds and a best of 38.828, Roy 
Lane simply had to drive as hard as possible, 
ignoring curbs, bumps, banks and everything 
with a record-breaking dash for the top in 38.57s 
— just 0.12s inside Mike MacDowel’s old hill 
record. If it keeps up like this, it really has to be a 
season to remember — Sir Nick is back! 


BOB COOPER 


RAC Hillclimb Championship round 1, Wiscombe Park 
BTD: Roy Lane (5.0 Fenny Marine GM1), 38.57s (record). 
Top ten rur-oft: 
1, Roy Lane (5.0 Fenny Marine-Chevrolet GM1) 38.57s; 
2, Sir Nick Williamson (3.0 March-DFV 741), 38.82s; 
3, Ken MacMaster (2.2 Modus-Hart M4), 39.21s; 
4, John Cussins (5.7 Chevron-Chevrolet B32), 39.33s; 
5, Alister Douglas-Osborn (3.0 Pilbeam DFV R22), 39.39s; 
6, Richard Brown (2.0 Martin BM16), 39.50s; 
7, David Franklin (2.0 March-BMW 742), 39.56s; 
8, Chris Cramer (3.4 March-Ford 76A), 40.82s; 
9, Martyn Griffiths (2.2 March-Hart 74B), 41.16s; 
10, Malcolm Dungworth (5.5 Brabham-Repco BT35X), 41.67s. 
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The JPS 76 during testing at Goodwood; see it on the hills at Loton and sprint 


Render’s 76 at Loton 
and Curborough 


The big surprise of the week in the 
hillclimb and sprint world took place 
last weekend when David Render 
suddenly turned up at the Cur- 
borough sprint on Sunday with 
a new car. What is it? was the 
question everyone asked, it’s not one 
of his usual pair of Brabhams. The 
reply from Render was that it was ‘a 
76’. A what 76, one might enquire? 
The astonishing reply is a Lotus 76, 
although Render won’t be calling it 
either that or a JPS 76. 


It’s very rare for Colin Chapman 
to sell or loan any of his cars, but 
David Render admits to have been 
about for some time and has known 
Chapman since his early days. He 
negotiated to borrow it some weeks 
ago, and now has the car at his Ware 
headquarters with a large pile of 
spares: ‘‘Colin expects me to hit it 


Rose blooms 


Sensation of last Sunday’s restricted 
sprint meeting run by Mini 7 (Mid- 
lands) at Curborough near Lichfield, 
was the unheralded appearance of 
David Render’s ex-works Lotus 76 
(see story above). 

Render has a best run of 33.69s, 

which was good enough to take the 
class but he was more than a second 
down on Bob Rose who took BTD in 
his McLaren M14D in 82.26. 
- Best battle was that of the U2s, 
where Arthur Hinds managed to 
hold off Tony Griffin by just under 
half a second. 

The Wainwrights appeared with 
their 3-litre Capris, W beating B b 
almost 2s, and Herbert Shepherd’s 
experience gave him sport car class 
success over Malcolm Orme’s 
Porsche by exactly 2s. 


BTD: Rose (McLaren M1 4D), 32.26s.; 3 
Class winners: C Milner (Ford Capri) 41.715; D 
Hardman (MiniCooper S), 37.94s; M Jefferies 
ot r), 39.615; W Wainwright (Ford Capri), 
5.83s; H Shepherd (Jaguar E), 39.70s; W Cole 
Jaguar), 36.02s; A Hinds (U2), 36.55s; B Brant 
Cee per 38.25s; D Render (F1 Lotus 76), 33.69s. 


50 


‘ones because he can’t 


Formula 


sometime”. Render has the car for a 
couple of years and will use it on 
some of the longer sprint courses, 
using his Brabham for the tighter 
ear down the 


Lotus with its peaky DFV to 
negotiate tight hairpins. 
he decision to use it at Cur 


borough was taken on Thursday last 
when Render first started the car, 
and as it fired on the button, he was 
tempted to try it out immediately. 
This coming weekend, Render will be 
at the Curborough sprint against 
Bob Rose and Dave Harris in their 
McLarens, and Simon Riley’s Brab- 
ham BT83 on Sunday. Then he 
moves on to Loton Park on Monday, 
where it is said that Chapman will be 
watching him perform. With two 
cars already in the stable, and the 
Lotus arriving, Render is selling his 
1.6 Brabham BT29X. 


FF engines 
sealed 


The leading six engines in each of the 
‘ord heats were sealed 
at Silverstone on Saturday after- 
noon, a move welcomed by most 
competitors, many of whom re- 
member engine changes between 
heat and race in years past. How- 
ever, after the Formula Ford final, all 
but the leading three were allowed to 
unseal their engines, but Jim Walsh, 
Derek Warwick and John Bright had 
to keep the seals on their Scholar, 
Minister and Smith engines respec- 
tively for them to be checked at a 
later date. 


@ Apologies to Rod Birley, Ivan 
Dutton didn’t take fourth place at 
the Thruxton Radio One production 


‘saloon car championship round ten 


days ago, they both did. Dutton and 
Birley dead-heated for fourth place 
in their respective Capris. 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


Stephens vanquishes Wells 


With Bill Moffatt as Clerk of Course 
the 45 competitors at last Sunday’s 
North Cotswold MC Trial at Eyford, 
near Stow-on-the-Wold, knew they 
were not in for an easy time. And so 
it proved with every one of the 10 
sections (done four times) proving a 
good test of man and machine. 

Mike Stephens emerged the 
winner ae a comparatively easy 
second halfway but he did not have 
it all his own way in the morning 
when Dennis Wells led him by five 
marks. Stephens, however, turned it 
on during the afternoon and won 
with a score of 99 marks which left 
Wells trailing by 20 marks. 

Not in the least bit superstitious 
Geoff Spencer carried No 13 on his 
Cooper and proved to be in great 
form in taking Class 1 on 131 marks 
from John Rose. The latter was 
down to fourth behind Gordon 
Francis and John Lockhead at the 
break but he stormed into second 
place beating Francis by three marks 
with a 151 total. 

Skoda man Wells was in great 
form and rocked Stephens (Mexico) 
initially and weighed in on 55 marks 
for the break. Stephens, on 60 
marks, had Harry Tregenza (Mexico) 
only two behind and these three in a 
poorly supported class of only five, 
were streets ahead. While Stephens 
rushed of to win the event for the 
first time, it was thought, Wells and 
Tregenza battled grimly with Wells 


Skilton goes 
Cavalier 


More details of Clive Skilton’s opera- 
tion this year. His new funny car will 
definitely be powered by a Donovan 
8-litre engine, and will be a Vauxhall 
Cavalier Coupe. It may be at Santa 
Pod this weekend, but will definitely 
be at Blackbushe on May 2. 

However, even if Skilton doesn’t 
have his Cavalier, he’ll be out in 
Trevor Young’s Revolution 3. This 
car is the current holder of the 
standing 500 metre world record and 
Skilton is determined to give Ameri- 
can Don Garlits some stiff oppo- 
sition. Revolution 3 will house the 
Donovan engine, which holds the UK 
speed record at 224.7mph, and atten- 
tion is also going into weight 
transfer. 


Kennedy holes 
block; Minister 
help out 


Having set a time of 1m 44.86s in 
practice, 0.6s inside the Silverstone 
Grand Prix circuit lap record, 
David Kennedy was on the outside 
of the front row for his Formula Ford 
heat, but never even made the race. 
The red headed Irishman was quieth 
going round to the start when sud- 
denly the crank broke, and came out 
of the side of the block, Sadly, that 
was that, no appearance from one of 
the hot-shots of the current FF 
scene. However, the impecunious 
Irishman expects to be out this 
weekend in his Crossle as David 
Minister is giving him some help 
with a new engine. 


just hanging on to take the class by 
two marks. 

Seven starters in the sports car 
class were soon down to five when 
Ray and Steve Bradbury retired 
their Sprite with stripped first gear 
and Malcolm Brown, after leading all 
day, went on to score another good 
class win with his Sprite. He dropped 
46 marks in the morning to give 
himself a lead of nine marks and he 
increased this to 19 by the finish 
when he totalled 92 marks to beat 
Midget men Jim Loveday and Alan 
Lees respectively on 111 and 121 
marks. : 

With the Clan still lacking vital 
bolts Mike Hinde appeared with his 
Imp to take the 1-litre Imp class by a 
comfortable 20 marks. 

Ron Cakebread had his Imp 
second only two marks down at the 
interval but he fell right away in the 
afternoon and Robert Carr climbed 
into second in the family Imp and 
beat father by four marks. Tony 
Cooke was the most emphatic class 
winner with a winning margin of 25 
marks in Class 5. He opened up a 15 
mark lead at lunch over Mike White- 
house and he was hounded by Mrs 
Cooke at this stage to be only two 
adrift, but she was unable to keep up 


the pace. 


Overall: M. Stephens (Mexico), 99 marks lost. 
Class winners: G. Spencer (Cooper), 131 marks; D. 
Wells (Skoda), 119 marks; M. Brown Pine. 92 
marks; M. Hinde (Imp), 76 marks; T. Cooke (/mp), 
85 marks. 


Dalbair of 
Ayr help again 


The scheme instituted by Dalblair 
Motors of Ayr to help unsponsored 
club drivers is continuing for 1976. 
Dalblair set up a fund last year, and 
by the end of the season 11 compet 
itors had won £300 between them in 
rallying, autocross and sprints. 

Alec Little won £50 last year by 
planning his season carefully, but 
this year the rewards go up. In each 
of the three categories, there will be 
end-of-season awards of £60, £25 and 
£15. Details of the scheme are avail- 
able from Robert Smith, 29 Sort, St, 
Catrine, Ayrshire (tel: Catrine 464). 


Ladies take 
to Shellsport 
Escorts again 


Once again the British Women’s 
Racing Drivers Club have a series of 
five Shellsport Escort races to count 
as a championship with the best four 
to count. The first of the races is this 
weekend at Brands Hatch on Mon- 
day. Among those taking part are 


Divina Galica, Susan Tucker- 
Peake, Lorina Boughton, Juliette 
Slaughter, Alison Davis, Wendy 


Markey, Ann Moore and possibly 
Janet MacPherson if her Ree 
Ford commitments allow. One un- 
expected entry that they’ll have to 
beat is Italian Tigress  Lella 
Lombardi. 


@ Overheard at Silverstone: Jersey- 
man Mike Blanchet to Irishman 
Derek Daly, ‘‘Did you hear the one 
about the Irishman who bought a 
racing car and went racing so that he 
could get into the circuits for free?” 
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sports extra 


Bracket and the BARC Barnett gets the Hom 
but Lindores fails too 


Bracket racing comes to the British 
drag scene for the first time on May 
20 at Blackbushe. The meeting also 
sees the re-introduction of the 
BARC’s Surrey Centre as drag 
organisers and promoters. 

racket racing is currently taking 
American drag strips by storm. 
Bracket racing is for everyone, rich 
or poor, novice or veteran with an 
equal chance of winning for all. All. 
that’s needed is a competition 


licence, a car that’s in reasonably 
safe shape and a couple of pounds for 
the entry fee. Cars race against other 
cars within similar time brackets, 
irrespective of the type or class of 
vehicle. The quicker the bracket, the 
more the prize money. 

The May 2 meeting at Blackbushe 
is promoted by European Denawars 
of Hertfordshire and the BARC 
Surrey Centre will be helping with 
organisation. 


Case blows his trumpet 


Patchy fog made conditions difficult, 
mainly for the novices, on last 
Saturday night’s sixth Exeter Rally, 
run by Exeter MC over a 112 mile 
route in Devon and Somerset. 
However the weather did not make a 
lot of difference to the top crews and 


the event, which attracted 84 cars,. 


soon became a three cornered scrap. 
Eventually, after 24 time controls 
and eight passage controls victory 
went to the Chris Barber Racing 
RS2000 of Messrs J. Case and B. 
Shutler who dropped 12 minutes to 
head last year’s winners Andy Facey 
and Norman Arnold (RS2000), by a 
single minute. 
ase and Facey set the pace from 
the start and were never more than a 
minute apart in the first half and 
only once in the second half did 


Facey lead for a brief period. Holding 
a watching brief oad waiting for a 
slip were J. Taylor and B. Ruther-. 
ford, who went very well in their 998 
Mini and dropped 14 minutes. 

Fourth, in a Mexico, were Dave 
Adams and Rolf Yellend on 17m with 
M. Pearce and B. Bensen another 
four minutes down in fifth spot in 
their Mexico. 

Top semi-experts P. Weymouth 
and B. Harcombe brought another 
998 Mini into sixth on 24m and the 
leading novices were Tom Hurren 
and Jeremy Hancock in a Viva who 
dropped 26m. A fine scrap for second 
best novices was won by J. Duble 
and A. Shire (Avenger GT), who beat 
Roger Clayton and Moor 
(Cortina Mk 1) on furthest cleanest, 
both on 27m. 


Six Brits with top Europeans 


John Taylor was the clear victor in 
Belgium last weekend at the second 
round of the European rallycross 
championship, heading home six 
Britons in the top twelve. Taylor was 
driving his usual Escort and came 
home ahead of Jean Filipinni and Guy 
Deladriere, both of Belgium, in 
Toyota and Porsche respectively. 
Equal fourth were George Warren 
and Dave Fuell in Escorts with 
Richard Painton’s Mini in seventh 
place behind Austrian Andy 


Bentza’s Lancia Stratos. Mick Bird 
took ninth and Peter Harrold’s VW 
eleventh. 


In Austria the previous weekend, 
Taylor was unlucky to only pick up 
seventh place after various comings 
together with Cees ——— and 
then a puncture in the B final. Other 
British participation came from Rod 
Chapman (eighth), Ron Douglas 
(tenth) and John Smith (thirteenth), 
all in Escorts. 


Andy Dentza's Stratos leads Janson’s VW in Austria. 
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‘AMOC have Houbigant help 


les Aston Martin Owners Club’s 
Brands Hatch meeting on May 16 is 
to be totally sponsored by Monsieur 
Houbigant, the famous perfume 
house. Each of the eight events 
during the day will be named after 
the main Houbigant fragrances. 

As is normal practice with their 
meetings, AMOC have laid on a 
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fascinating series of races mainly for 
historic cars, and it should be the 
greatest collection of historic 
machinery seen at the Brands circuit 


for some time. The only champion- 


ship round, except for a GT40 event, 
is a round of the Oldham & Crow- 
ther/Dunlop thoroughbred race 
series. : 


Dominic Buckley — class winner. 


Henry Horn scored BTD by the skin 
of his teeth when he pipped John 
Barnett by 0.2s at a windy, cold and 
dusty second round of The 
Journal/ANECCC Autocross Cham- 
pionship, run by Cramlington MC, 
at Sunniside, near Newcastle. Slick 
organisation gave the 51 cars a 
total of four runs over three laps of 
an 800yds course, during which 
Horn in his 1275 Mini, got down to 
1m 40.8s. 

Pushing hard for first place in the 
Silver Screen Printers sponsored 
event and beaten by a whisker, was 


Mike Taylor: 
which one? 


Mike Taylor: now there’s a name to 
conjure with. Because there are 
three of them currently running 
around the Formula Ford tracks. 
First, there’s Mike Taylor (Alta) the 
man who has feviveds that famous 
racing name and who has previously 
raced in FF in a Palliser amongst 
other cars. Then there’s Mike Taylor 
(Crossle). He’s the former F1300 
champion who raced Tetranychus 
Telarius and comes from Gloucester. 
He should be out at Mallory Park 


this weekend with his Aliamiloting: 


namesake, but the Crossle was 
damaged after a pas de deux with 
Edward Johnson at the chicane in 
the FF final at Silverstone so he may 
not makeit after all. 

The third Mike Taylor is some- 
what of a mystery, although it’s 
said that he’s a relative newcomer. 
He’ll be at Silverstone this Monday 
with his Fulmar Colour foe | 
Image. But thank heavens they a 
drive different makes of car; it’s a lot 
less confusing for all of us. 

@ Although everyone gets involved 
in lots of travelling over Easter, 
| wag seg saloon car racer Graham 
iles is more involved than many. 
After going to Cadwell Park last 
weekend, Miles is nipping down to: 
sponsor Manitou’s factory in the 
uth of France on.a business trip — 
around 800 miles — and then he 
returns on Wednesday to start the 
long haul to Oulton Park. After 
Friday’s meeting, the team head for 
Snetterton’s BBC round on Sunday, 
and then Brands Hatch on Monday, 
ebefore heading back to his West 
Country home. All of which is 
reckoned to be around 3000 miles. 


John Barnett in his 1600 Ford- 

powered Mini, while for the second 

week in succession last year’s 

regular BTD man John Lindores was, 

pinped at the post. There was only 
alf a second between all three. 

The 850 Mini class went to Don 
Bewick in 1.55.4, over 2s quicker 
than Barry Forbes, and in the 1-litre 
class there was an unusual tie, John 
Hurst and Trevor Olds both doing 
1.51.6 to finish 0.4s slower than John 
Butterfield. Both Hurst and Olds 
only did one run, Hurst retiring with 
gearbox troubles, while Olds had the 
petrol tank fall off. 

Lindores took the over 1300 
Escort class in his 2-litre BDA 
machine by 5s from Brian Hall in a 
1600 Escort, and Hugo Kennedy 
placed _a Rover V8 automatic in 
third. The smaller capacity class was 
the property of John Turner’s 1300 
Anglia a comfortable winner over 
John Blyth’s Escort. 

There was some good scrappin 
among the taxed and _ insure 
machinery with Malcolm Mc- 
Connachie (Avenger) just getting 
the award Eric Jackson’s Mini — by 
four-tenths — and the last class 
provided Dominic Buckley with a. 
3.2s win in his 1800 Escort. 


BTD: H Horn (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 1m 40.8s. 

Class winners: D Bewick (850 Mini), 1m 55.4s; 
J Butterfield (1.0 Mini), 1m 51.2s; J Barnett (1.6 
Mini-Ford), 1m 41.0s; J Turner (Ford Anglia), 1m 
53.4s; J Lindores (Ford Escort), 1m 41.2s; M 
McConnachie puller Avenger), 1m 52.4s; D 
Buckley (Ford Escort), 1m 43.8s. 


Quick Nick’s 
lap record 


The Clubmans race at Silverstone 
last Saturday saw some phenome- 
nally fast lappery by these rapid 
front engined machines. The lap 
record was held by Frank Sytner 
on 1m 33.4s but Nick Adams abso- 
lutely decimated this during the 
race, chopping it down to 1m 31.68s. 
This time was just 0.33s outside 
Alex Ribeiro’s old F3 lap record and 
0.62s outside the new one set b 
Bruno Giacomelli on Sunday. All of 
which must have set Peter Evans’ 
mind thinking about a Clubmans/F3 
match race again. ; 

But while Adams got the new A 
class record, he lost the B class one 
that he set last year to Alex Ferrada. 
The old record was 1m 43s, and, 
ferrada lowered this to 1m 42.48s. 
That’s well inside the new FF record 
of 1m 44,2388, 


Ham’s chance. 


The man who came tied with David 
Lang as basic winner of the Winfield 
Racing Driver’s. School competition 
at Goodwood last month, Nick Ham, 
is to be given his race chance this 
weekend at Mallory Park. Ham tied 
until a tie breaker went against him 
in the competition, and he lost 
that all-important FF Tiga drive. 
However, he comes out in the same 
heat as the winner, David Lame, at 
Mallory in one of Winfield’s E/ 

igas and will beall out to prove that 
he’s just as good as the man who 
won the competition. 
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Truman’s stern warning 


Before the Formula Ford heats, all 
the competitors at Silverstone 
received a stern chat from Clerk of 
the Course Don Truman about on- 
course manners. He recalled the 
events of the previous weekend at 
Mallory Park, and emphasised that 
observers around the whole course 
would be keeping their eyes open for 
any dangerous driving. He accepted 
the closeness of Formula Ford, and 
said that outbraking, slipstreaming 


Minis dominated the quick times at 
last Sunday’s autocross run by Mid- 
Cheshire MRC on a very rough 
800yds course at Longnor, Buxton. 
Derek Stott (1800 Mini) walked awa 
with BTD in 95.0s, but Dere 
Piggott ran him close in his 850 Mini 
taking the class in 95.1. He then did 
93.5 on his last run but clobbered a 
penalty marker. 

Piggott’s efforts to win overall 
overshadowed a fine dice between 
John Hopwood and Jim Boardman, 
who ended up only three tenths 
- ol in the places. Dick Keen 
showed all the. Escorts, big and 
small, the way home with a fine 98.6 
to win the 13800 conventional saloon 
class by 6s and he was almost 6s 
quicker than John Clarkson who 
took the over 1300 class. 

Clarkson won the bigger capacity 
class by nearly 2s from Peter 
Harrison in a 8-litre Capri. Both the 
rear-engined and sports car classes 
had easy winners. G. A. Grimshaw 


Giardanelli’s E-type. Note wide wheels. 


Turbo troubles with E-type 


‘After a considerable amount of 
trouble, Roberto Giordanelli’s turbo- 
charged E type is almost ready for 
racing sports.  Giordanelli 
started his project at the begin- 
niug of last year, and although the 
basic chassis took little time to sort, 
= one has sone of ye 
charging an E type and everything 
has had to be done the hard way. So 
far the car has already digested two 
turbochargers, a few valves and cam 
followers and has consistently mis- 
fired, but now the goal is in sight and 
Giordanelli hopes to have the car in 
modsport events soon. 
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Stott heads host of Minis 


.Class winners: 


and the like were all part of the fun of 
Formula Ford and that’s what the 
spectators had come to see, but that 
tactics .used the previous weekend, 


such as braking out of corners and 
weaving would be dealt with firmly. 


Fortunately his comments were 
heeded and some very close but 
clean racing resulted, which showed: 
that FF can be good without the 
desperate measures seen at Mallory 
Park. 


(Midget) had 6s in hand when Rob 
Gibson decided the course was too 
rough for his Sprite, and P. Rowney 
(VW) had virtually no opposition 
when Brian Betteridge’s new VW 
again failed to appear. 

The ex-Reg Fitt 1-litre Mini was 
powsied to a class win by Peter 

anders in 98.0, a class win over 2s, 
and in the big copeeny. Mini class 
Trevor Buckle did beat Tony Morris 
by just over a second. 

In the six-strong Specials class, R. 
Watmough weighed in with a win in 
his 1600 Special, beating Nick 
Peatfield’s Special by half a second. 
Peatfield did not go away empty: 
handed, for he brought out his ral 
Mini to take that class by a fu 
second ahead of G. Hanson’s Cooper. 

BDT: D. Stott (Mini-Cooper S), 95.05. 

i Piggott (Mini), 95.1s; L. Keen 

Ford Escort), 98.6s; G. Grimshaw (MG Midget), 
04.4s; P. Rowney (VW), 104.9s; P. Sanders 

Mini), 98.0s; J. Clarkson (Ford Escort), 104.5s; T. 


erent) 97.2s; R. byediue | Met 
97.7s; N. Peatfield (Mini), 103.0s;-E. Woodcoc 
(Cooper), 99.0s; D. Marsden (Cooper), 104.9s. 


The actual details of the engine 
are as follows. Giordanelli is using a 
3.8 engine with a Holset tur 
charger, the engine on 6.5:1 compres- 
sion ratio with 20 psi boost which is 
adjustable manually. In this trim, he 
estimates that the power is around 
450 bhp at 6000rpm. 


The car itself is considerably light 


ened using V12 ventilated disc 
brakes and calipers with basicall 
standard suspension. Giordanelli 


previously raced in special saloons 
and his last event was midway 
through 1974. 


Take five: Gillian 
F-T and 
Woodall do 


Among the celebrities in the Renault 
5 race at Mallory Park on Monday 


J will be Gillian Fortescue-Thomas, 
Jonathan Woodall and Rex Green- 


slade. For those with short 
memories, Ms F-T used to race 
Mexicos for some years, and last 
ear had a couple of runs in one of 
ill Shaw’s G1 Triumph Dolomite 


Gillian F-T — from Ford. 


i. 


Sprints, but has basically done little 
race mileage in the last couple of 
years. Woodall is the Cresta Run 
pilot who has done well in Shellsport 
exico celebrity races and Rex 
Greenslade is a Motor journalist who 
has driven for both Alfa Rofneo and 
Samuri Racing in G1 last year. 


Dougall says 
no more FF: 
FF 2000 now? 


Rad Dougall, the South African 
Formula Ford star who was injured 
at Mallory Park ten days is pro- 
cere well in Leicester Royal 

firmary. He had an operation to 
have his leg pines last Saturday 
and is no longer thinking of 
returning home to South Africa. 
Instead he wants to stay on the 
racing scene in this country, but 
swears that he won't drive in 
Formula Ford again. Which leads to 
one thinking that maybe he will be 
the man to drive the Royale FF2000 
‘car when it’s ready. 

Meanwhile, Dougall would like to 


thank all the marshals, St Johns. 


ambulance men and officials who 
helped in extracting him from his 
wrecked Royale at Mallory. He 
knows that such thanks is 
insufficient, but at the moment, it’s 
the best he can do. 

@ Simon Riley again has Monsier 
Houbigant sponsorship to run his ex- 
Tony Griffiths Brabham-DFV BT33 
this year. The car appeared in the 
very neat colours at Silverstone for 
the Demonstration parade _ of 
vehicles driven by Graham Hill. 
Riley will again be contesting the 
RAC Spring championship, as well 
as a number of hillclimb events and 
will take in guest appearances. The 
Brabham replaces Riley's McLaren 
which he used last year. 


Easter debut 
for Fl based 
Superloon 


A home-made speceirene: featuring 
suspension back and front from an 
ex-Frank Williams F1, and the whole 
disguised by a Mk8 Cortina shell, are 
the basic ingredients of the Special 
Saloon which two Bolton enthusiasts 
hope to debut over Easter. 

Alistair Thompson, a doctor, and 
hospital engineer David Taylor have 
spent 18 months building their 
device and have slotted a 4.7-litre V8 
from a Ford Falcon into the front. 
Using a Jaguar gearbox and back 
axle they are entered at Rufforth on 
Saturday and hopefully will be at 
Croft on Easter Monday. 


Championship 
positions 


Oceanair Clubmans Sports Car Championship: 
1, Alex Ferrada, 20pts; 2, Don Farthing, 10; 3, 
Nick Scott, 7; 4,.Keith Money, 5; 6, David 
Campbell, Guy Woodward, 4. 

BARC Modified Sports Car Championship — 
over 2000cc: 1, John Cooper, 10pts; 2, Jonathan 
Palmer, 7; 3, Robin Grey, Ed Stephens, 3. 1501cc 
to 2000cc: 1, Dave Bettinson, 8; 2, Jon Fletcher, 
7; 3, John Bury, Dave Tomlinson, 5. 115icc to 
1500cc: 1, Keith Ashby, 9; 2, lan Hall, Gordon 
Howie, 7; 4, pone Andreason, 6. Up to 1150ce: 1, 
Simon Packford, 13; 2, Pat Longhurst, 10; 3, 
Steven Roberts, 5. 

Allied Polymer Group Driver of the Year award: 
1, Derek Warwick, 42; 2, John Bright, 38; 3, Peter 
Cooke, 36; 4, Bruno Giacomelli, 34; 5, Rupert 
Keegan, 33; 6, Jim Walsh, 31. 

Vandervell Award for Novice Drivers: 1, David 
Carvell, 8; 2, Tom Wood, Roger Dowe, Don 
Farthing, Steve Farthing, 6. 

Formula Ford Championship for Marchant & Cox 
Trophy, Lydden Hill: 1, Tony Halliwell, 15; 2, Paul 
Sleeman, 13; 3, Wil Arif, 6; 4, John Poxon, 4; 5, 
John Narcisi, Len Marchant, 3. 

Brush Fusegear Formula Ford championship: 
1, John Bright, 32; 2, Jim Walsh, 30; 3, Derek 
Daly, 20; 4, Derek Warwick, 17; 5, Bernard 
Devaney, 15:6, Rick Morris, 10. 

Tricentrol Car Group Clubmans Sports 
championship; fully modified: 1, Peter Cooke, 15; 
2, Nick Adams, 9; David Orbell, 6. FF engined: 
1, Alex Ferrada, 18; 2, Don Farthing, 8; 3, Keith 
Money, Steve Farthing, Nick Scott, 7. 

DJM Records Formula Ford championship: 
1, David Heale, Derek Warwick, Geoff Smailes, 12; 
4, Jim Walsh, 11;5, Frank Bayes, Rod Bremner, 9. 

VW Silver Cup Superv se championship: 1, Peter 
White, 22; 2, John Morrison, 18; 3, Tim Keen, 17; 
4, Bruce Venn, 12; 5, Ronnie Grant, 9; 6, Mark 
Litchfield, 6. 

Britax Production saloon car series; over £2400; 
1, Derrick Brunt, 11; 2, Brian Pepper, 8; 3, Rod 
Birley, 5. £2001 to £2400: 1, Jeff Allam, 8; 
2, Martin Williams, 2. £1601 to £2000: 1, John 
Brindley, Eric Cook, 6; 3, David Taylor, 3. Up to 
£1600: 1, Geoff Wooldridge, 9; 2, Rodney Posner, 
8; 3, Neil Hepburn, 7. 

Forward Trust 1000 special saloon car series; 
85icc to 1000cc: 1, Ginger Marshall, 11; 2, John 
Homewood, 9; 3, Brian Prebble, Malcolm 
Johnstone, 3. Up to 850cc: 1, Roger Gill, 9; 2, Neil 
Dineen, 7;3, David Enderby, 4. 

Forward Trust 1000 Plus special saloon car 
series; over 1300cc: 1, Tony Sugden, 12; 2, Tony 


Dickinson, 5; 3, Zekia Redjep, 4. 100icc to 
1300cc: 1, Phil Winter, 8; 2, Peter Baldwin, Geoff 
Byman, 5. 


MCD Open single-seater championship: 1, Val 
Musetti, 18; 2,Nick Whiting, 10; 3, John 
Wingfield, 6; 4, Philip Guerola, 4;5, Ronnie Grant, 
Jim Kelly, 3. 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford champion 
sup Mike Blanchet, 13; 2, David Kennedy, 12; 
3, Derek Warwick, Trevor van Rooyen, Rick 
Morris, 9;6, Grahame Tilley, 6. 

Simoniz special saloon car championship; over 
1300cc: 1, Tony Sugden, Nick Whiting, 15; 
3, Roger Dowe, 4. 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Tony West- 
brook, 13; 2,Bob Morey, Graham Goode, 9; 
4, Freddie Heaney, 6. 

Hitachi special saloon car championship; 851cc 
to 1000cc: 1, Peter Cartlidge, John Homewood, 9; 
3, George Hard, Nick Birch, 6. Up to 850cc: 
1, Peter Day, 15; 2, David Enderby, 9; 3, Clifford 
Watts, 6. 

Radio One production saloon car championship; 
over £2400: 1, Derrick Brunt, 18; 2, Bob 
Saunders, 17; 3, !van Dutton, 14. £2000 to 
£2400: 1, Jeff Allam, 33; 2, Malcolm Prior, 16; 
3, Nick Whiting, 15. £1600 to £2000: 1, Eric Cook, 
28; 2, Paul Haywood-Halfpenny, 7; | 3, Michael 
Bruno, John Brindley, 6. Up to £1600; 1, Danny 
Alderton, 33; 2, Pete Smith, 24; 3, Peter Jopp, 14. 
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Royale match with Hawke 


Royale are taking the and Hawke 
FF threat seriously. With end-of- 
season sales at stake, Formula Ford 
is going through an extraordinary 
time with Hawke fielding four 
works supported cars for Bernard 
Devaney, Derek Daly, Rick Morris 
and Derek Warwick, and at Silver- 
stone they made a big show of lining 


up all four yellow cars and showing 
the 


strength. 
But it is Royale who have the most 
to lose, for after their successes last 


| year, their strength is a little less, 


especially since Rad Dougall’s 
accident. Alan Cornock of Royale is 
not taking the threat lightly and has 


. offered various drivers facilities at 


the factory and hopes to put on a 
similar show at future races. Mean- 
while, the cevelopinent suspension 
spec that was on Rad Dougall’s car 
has been changed to Jim Walsh’s 
car, and that is being used as the 
works development car. And that’s 
the one that won on Sunday, so the 
war is not yet over. 


Seymour charity double 


An extremely large crowd of 
approximately 5000 packed a new 
autocross course near Iver, Bucks, 
last Sunday for the very well 
enzo charity event run by 

ondon CC to raise money for a 
village hall and other ammenities. 

Pla ing before easily the biggest 
Sowa of his career, Nick Seymour 
took his slightly re-vamped Volnik to 
BTD in 1m 26.8s, this being achieved 
after three laps of a 900yds course. 

There was a full entry of 120 for 
this fund-raising event but unfor- 
tunately there was only one real 
class scrap. This involved Elaine 
Seymour who beat Tim Frazer in the 
same 850 Mini, Miss Frazer gettin 
the class by just under a second. 
Paul Braddock made it a close 
matter by finishing half a second 
behind Frazer. 

The Merridale brothers, as ex- 
pected, collected a brace of wins in 
their Escorts. Bob took the 1300cc 
class in 1:31.8 and this was over 4s 
better than Ian Smith who, however, 
managed only one run having had a 
diff and a driveshaft go on his 
Escort. 

Tony Merridale only went 0.2s 

uicker than brother Bob in winnin, 
the bigger capacity class, but he ha 
a comfortable lead over John Revell 
and Stan Booty, both in Escorts, 
who finished some 3 and 4s off the 


‘Smailes’ gamble 


It’s one hell of a gamble to play your 
DJM FF double points joker at a 
track you’ve never been to before, 
but even more of one when you’ve 
had little sleep after Nhe se the 
car, but that’s what Geoff Smailes 
did on Sunday at Cadwell Park and 
duly won. The car was finished at 
5.30am and Geoff set off for Cadwell, 
learnt the circuit in official practice 
(and that’s not easy) and came home 
the winner. He now leads the DJM 
FF championship in his Kismet 
Royale on equal points with David 
Heale and Derek Warwick. 


@ The latest of the Konig Heath-built 
nomads turned up at Silverstone on 
Saturday, but having not practised, 
didn’t turn a wheel and was duly 
loaded up at the end of the meeting 
and taken away. It will be driven by 
Geoff Creber in the future. 


@ Richard Mallock makes a return to 
Clubmans racing this weekend when 
he takes over Creighton Brown’s A 
class U2 at Silverstone on Monday. 
Brown will be at Thruxton super- 
vising the Ardmore Team’s F2 
March for Richard’s brother Ray, so 
the younger of the Mallocks joins 
ick Adams in the Clubmans team. 


TOSPORT, APRIL 15, 1976 


pace. Rally man Charles Eveson 


might have got a place, but he rolled’ 


spectacularly on his second run, and 
Ian Turner had to work overtime in 


the paddock to make his car present-' 


able for the trip home! 

Colin Slaughter paralysed meagre 
opposition in the roi seneiicd class, 
his Skoda finishing 5s ahead of the 
field, and John Greasley was an 
equally easy winner in the sports car 
class with his Porsche. 

In the other two Mini classes, Tom 
and Steve Law picked up easy suc- 
cesses, Tom having 2s in hand over 
N. Humphreys, while Steve had an 
even bigger margin ahead of P. 
Sharland in the over 1-litre class. 

With new front suspension on his 
Volnik, Seymour had little cause to 

et down to things too hard and his 

TD was 7s and quicker than A. 
Cook, who took the Specials class 
but had a great dice with D. Shaw’s 
Scorpion before getting home by 
0.48. There was a close affair in the 
last class, for rally cars, where J. 
Sadler’s Porsche was a _ whisker 
ahead of the Ascona of J. Clinton. 

BTD. N. Seymour (Voinik), 1m 26.8s. 

Class_winners: Miss E. Seymour (any lm 
33.0s; R. Merridale (Ford Escort), 1m 31.8s; C 


Slaughter (Skoda), 1m 36.0s; T. Law Mini) am 
S} 


33.8s; A. Merridale (Ford Escort), 1m 31. [ 

Greasiey (Porsche), 1m 33.8s; S. Law (Mini), 1m 

30.8s; A. Cook (Special), 1m_33.8s; J. 

hole i-Cooper S), 1m 40.8s; J. Sadler (Porsche), 1m 
.8s. 


Briefly. ... 


@ Despite his recent bad accident at 
Mallory Park, Bill Postims is taking 
to the tracks again this weekend in 
the Escort challenge series. His 
Chorlton House Motor Company 
have built up a new car and because 
of/despite is recent accident, 
Postins has attracted sponsorship 
from local Stratford-on-Avon firm 
Golf Construction who make golf 
courses and leisure centres. The car 
will be in their colours this weekend 
at Croft and Rufforth. _ 

@ Nick Wattiez, the former F5000 
driver and antique dealer is due to 
appear in the world of special saloons 
this weekend at Silverstone. he’s 
bought the Doug Niven Escort 
which has a 5.7 Chevrolet engine and 
this weekend will be his first special 
saloon car race for some years. he 
formerly had a Mini before the 
F5000 Lola. ‘ 

@ Giordono Regazzoni, younger 
brother of Ferrari F1 driver Clay, 
was due to make his formula Ford 
debut at Cadwell park last Sunday. 
He raced F8 once last year but has 
now arranged to borrow March F3 
mechanic Sam Beale’s March 73F as 
it’s proudly known. Regazzoni is due 
to be at Silverstone on Easter 
Monday. 
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Above, Rick Morris (19) and Trevor von Rooyen exchange glances as the 


latter spins during the Brush Fusegear final. Below, David Buttigieg and 
Richard Wills go steeplechasing over the chicane and its fencing on that final 


last lap. Matthew Argenti (6) and Peter Morgan pass unhindere 


@ Hillclimber Bryan Eccles was 
badly injured at Wiscombe last 
weekend in a nasty accident when 
his 4.2 Palliser departed into the 
Devon trees at high speed. It was 
thought that something broke at the 


back, possibly the diff locked, but: 


the car ran straight into a tree. 
Eccles was removed to hospital with 
bad leg injuries. 


[ton aroha 


@ Oops, talk about getting it all very 
wrong. We said last week that young 
Gerry Marshall’s production saloon 
Vauxhall Magnum is sponsored by 
Capital Motors, and apart from 
ee ling their name wrong, we to 
the is 


dealer wrong too. Marsha 
sponsored by the Finchley Road; 
auxhall dealers Hamilton Motors, 
to whom we send out greatest 
apologies. 
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Formula 2 entry 


Ecurie Elf 
Ecurie Elf 


Martini-Renault Mk19 
Martini-Renault Mk19 
March-BMW 762 
March-BMW 762 
Elf-Renault 2J 
E#-Renault 2J 
Chevron-BMW B35 
Chevron-BMW B35 
Osella-BMW FA2 
Osella-BMW FA2 
Boxer-Ford BDX PR2 . 
Wheatcroft-Holbay Abarth 
March-Lancia 762 
March-Lancia 762 
Chevron-Hart B35 
Chevron-Hart B35 
Chevron-Chrysler B35 
March-Hart 762 
March-Hart 762 
March-BMW 762 
Osella-BMW FA2 
Osella-BMW FA2 
March-Ford BDG 752 
March-Ford BDG 752 
March-Ford Nicholson 752 
March-Ford BDX 752 
March-BMW 742 
Lola-Ford BDX T450 
Lola-BMW T450 
March-Ford BDX 752 
Minos-Ford BDX 
Chevron-BMW B35 


Patrick Tambay 

Rene Arnoux 

March Cars Maurizio Flammini 

March Cars Alex Ribeiro 

Equipe Elf Switzerland . . . . Jean-Pierre Jabouille 

Equipe Elf Switzerland .. . . Michel Leclere 

Trivellato Racing Willi Lavato 

Trivellato Racing Roberto Marazzi 
Hans Binder 
Francois Migault 

Brian Lewis Racing 

Donington Park Collection . Brian Henton 

Project Four Racing Vittorio Brambilla 

Project Four Racing Eddie Cheever 

Fred Opert Racing Juan Cochesa 

Fred Opert Racing Jose Dolhem 
Jean-Pierre Jaussaud 

Willi Kauhsen Racing Team. Ingo Hoffman 

Willi Kauhsen Racing Team. Klaus Ludwig. . . 


John Nicholson 

Val Musetti 
Bernard Chevanne 
Ray Mallock 

Mikko Kozarowitzky 


Ecurie Elf..... 
Ardmore Racing. ......... 
Marlboro ATS Team 


Bob/Marj Brown : 
Herald Ertl. aeees.- Harald Ertl 
Team Warsteiner Eurorace. Keke Rosberg 


Modus-Hart M7 
Xavier Lapéyre Chevron-BMW B29 
Bernard de Dryver 
Sandro Pesenti-Rossi 


Giancarlo Martini 


Team Michel Vaillant 
Scuderia Gulf Rondini 
Scuderia Everest 


March-BMW 742 
March-BMW 752 
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Formula 2 battle is 
rejoined in Hampshire 


Traditionally, the Easter weekend is 
far and away the busiest in the 
British motor sport calendar and, in 
addition to the almost countless off- 
circuit events scattered over the 
length and breadth of the country, 
there are no fewer than one dozen 
full-size race meetings over the four 
days. 

While the enthusiast certainly has 
a rich choice, the priority fixture on 
Monday for every self-respecting 
British motor racing fan must be the 
BARC’s Formula 2 international at 
Thruxton. Last weekend’s meetin 
at Hockenheim certainly showe 
that Formula 2 is reaching ever 
higher standards this year now that 
the 2-litre engines are “free”, and the 
BARC have amassed a superlative 
entry which is fully representative of 
the new mood. The event is the 
second round of the European 
Championship, and there is a 
sueeerng programme of real 
quality. 


As reported in AUTOSPORT and 
elsewhere, the BARC have been 
having things rough recently, and 
for the club the success of Monday’s 
meeting is of paramount importance. 
Whatever you think of the criticisms 
which have been levelled at the 
BARC, ppm mney or not, now is very 
much the time to give them your 
support and get along to Thruxton 
for what promises to be one of the 
best internationals of the season. 
And this is your only chance to see 
the very competitive new crop of 
Formula 2 cars and drivers in Britain 
in 1976, so don’t miss it. 

Of special interest in the 38-car 
entry list (see box) are the 1976 
debuts of some British drivers. Last 
year, Brian Henton gave everybod 
in F2 a nasty shock with a super 

erformance at this meeting, and 

e’s hoping to do it again with the 
new eatcroft. The car will also 
mark the debut of the straight-six 
Holbay-prepared Abarth engine 
which, we are reliably informed, revs 
very high and sounds excitingly 
different from most of the others. 
Ray Mallock’s Ardmore team is 
working flat-out to make his Lola 
ready after the Mallory Park shunt, 
while Tony Rouff will make his debut 
in the Boxer and Val Musetti will 
pitch his March against far more 
daunting opposition than usual. 
John Nicholson has been hoping to 
add a new engine to the growing list 


Easter Monday, April 19 


— the Chevrolet Vega — and Ian 
Ashley (in a hired March), Richard 
Robarts in the Myson car and Roy 
Baker with his March complete the 
1976 F2 debutants from Britain. 

Of the others, you have only tc 
read our Hockenheim report (page 
24) to appreciate the possibilities o/ 
Easter Monday, but new 
developments are the appearance o/ 
Vittorio Brambilla in one of Ror 
Dennis’s Lancia-powered Marche: 
and his fellow Italian and 
Silverstone F1 refugee Giancarlc 
Martini, with Scuderia Everest’s 
March entry. 

Of the 38 accepted entries, 33 can 
start the 55-lap race, which will be 
the third in a six-event programme. 
All the supporting races are for 
crowd favourites. The BP Super 
Visco F3 field includes all the front 
runners like Keegan, South, 
Giacomelli, Youn, Siler, Cuicci, 
Dron, Flux and Tiff Needell who 
should be debuting the Anson. The 
Keith Prowse British Touring Car 
a race has a full field to 
provide, like the F8s, the kind of 
action we saw at Silverstone, while 
there is the usual (and ever popular) 
horde of Formula Fords including 
many of the fastest in the country. 

The other two races will get the 
mouths watering. In addition to the 
Oldham & Crowther Thoroughbred 
Sports Car event, the BARC have 

ot together with the Ferrari Owners 

lub to stage a 10-lap sprint for the 
Ferrari marque only. those red 
cars... Types resented include 
5125, P3/4, 312PB, Daytona, 250LM 
and that Bread van, and the 2€ 
drivers include Willie Green, Frank 
Sytner, Chris Craft and Alain de 
Cadenet. ‘ 

Admission prices for Thruxton on 

Monday are £2.00 adults, 60p 
children, £2.00 paddock and stands 
from £2.00. As usual at this meeting, 
practice will be held on Saturday, 
when admission prices ard halved for 
entry to the circuit, the paddock 
transfer is the same at £2.00 and 
grandstands are free. 
Although the chicane grandstands 
have been sold out, the BARC have 
confirmed that there will still be 
seating available on race day in both 
the Cobb and the Pits grandstanc 
Seats are nonetheless in fairly short 
supply for both stands, so you are 
aieed to arrive early to reserve 
seats. 


Timetable 

Easter Saturday, April 17 

ORI ice ak ok cond ws Formula 3 practice 
MRAM ive th ietaee Fe Formula 2 practice 
a i ee a Ee of Ferrari Marque practice 
SIMA hea ticke }sars Formula Ford practice 
pS. be iy Bey chert Throughbred Sports Car practice 
Ure ee Lunch break 

WAG ise tesetes ses Formula 3 practice 
SOURS aed VP eed tre tee Formula 2 practice 
BEBE Th ce xh is on 9 Touring Car practice 


EC. ae Si A eee BP Super Visco Formula 3 race (15 laps) 
cas be ekie ba ae Keith Prowse Touring Car race (22 laps) 

BRL oh.os neat ere aed European Formula 2 Trophy race (55 laps) 

SSE? own Souinen neues Ferrari Marque race(10 laps) _ 

TR ce ices ae aes DJM Records Formula Ford Championship race (10 laps) _ 
RPA Ss os an vias wanes Oldham and Crowther Thoroughbred Sports race (10 laps) 
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Thruxton race-goers without 
transport — or those who wish to 
avoid the hassle of Bank Holiday 
driving — can take advantage of a 
busrail lnk from London to the 
circuit. Amport and District Motor 
Services will be at Andover Station 
at 10.15am on Monday to meet the 
9am London train from Waterloo. 
The bus will leave Thruxton to 
return to Andover Station at 6pm 
after the final race. Cost of the 
return bus journey will be 60p adults 
and 40p children, and the day-return 
eg fare from Waterloo to Andover is 

3.20. 


OULTON PARK 
Busy venue 


Oulton Park promises to be a busy 
venue today (Thursday) and 
tomorrow, with Formula 1 cars back 
at the Cheshire circuit for the first 
time in several years to compete in 
the Daily Mail sponsored 5000 race 
on the Friday. 

The entry includes Davina Galica 
with the ShellSport Surtees TS16, 
Brian McGuire in the Williams, 
Amelio Villota in the Lyncar and the 
PR Reilly Shadow, which will be 
driven by Lella Lombardi. The race 
will be of 50 laps duration and in 
addition to practice on the Thursday 
there is a BRSCC-Dunlop “Star of 
Tomorrow” FF race. 

Top ShellSport 5000 competition 
is likely to come from David Purley 
in the Lec Chevron, Damien Magee 
in the V6 March, John Cannon in the 
V8 March and Keith Holland, 
making his return to 5000 racing in 
the newly acquired Gibbs Lola T400. 
Val Musetti’s nimble F2 March will 
take on the big capacity cars. In a 
sense, almost two races in one, with 
the added attraction of the battle 
between the two lady drivers to 
enliven the field. 

Much door-handling, __ wheel- 
bending and tyre-smoking should be 
a large part of the attraction of the 
saloon events, with rounds of both 
‘the Keith Prowse British Touring 
Car Championship and the Radio 1 
production series included. All the 
usual runners will be appearing in 
both races, including Chris Craft, 
Vince Woodman, Silverstone winner 
Gordon Spice, Andy Rouse and 
Steve Thompson in the Keith 
Prowse series. 

Keeping the quality of the meeting 
high will be an Allied Polymer 
FF 2000 battle, with Geoff Friswell, 
Tiff Needell, Ian Taylor, Dave 
McPherson, Frank Sytner, Richard 
Piper, Mike Smith and Jock Robert- 
son all joining in the offensive. A 
Sytner of Nottingham Clubmans 
championship race completes the 
line-up, Practice commences at 9am 
on Thursday and the Friday racing 
starts at 2.15pm : 


I 


BRANDS HATCH 


Rampant 
twosome 


“Women Invade Brands Hatch on 
Easter Monday’ is the (high-pitched) 
battle cry from the Kent circuit for 
this weekend. King-pin of the above 
statement are Davina Galica and 
Ann Moore, described by the Brands 
Press Office as ‘‘trained girls”. And 
this MCD twosome is bolstered by 
an all-female Escort race. 

On Sunday, two heats and final for 
the BRSCC “Star of Tomorrow” FF 
novices is programmed along with a 
Leyland Cars Mini 1275GT thrash. 
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By Monday the 
survivors will have travelled south of 
London for the big ShellSport 
European 5000 Championship race, 
of 60 laps. On the newly revised, 
slighly quicker circuit, the top 5000 
cars are expected to circulate once 
every 41 plus seconds (the short- 
circuit previous record belonging to 
Alan Jones at 43.85). 

The entry is, of course, as for 
Oulton’s Friday race. 

FF2000 cars will have another 
chance to provide a good clean race 
(15 laps) and two Radio 1 races are 


scheduled to accommodate their: 


categories. Simoniz Special Saloons, 
.a Polydor Records Trophy Race for 
FFs and the Ladies Celebrity race 
complete the programme. 


SNETTERTON 
Fixed 


Gunnar Nilsson gives Snetterton’s 
Easter Sunday meeting an en- 
livening shot in the arm. The Swede 
is scheduled to demonstrate the 
F1 JPS car in which he went so well 
last weekend. Main race of the seven- 
event programme will be the opening 
round of the RAC’s British 2 litre 
Sports Car Championship (a warm- 
up of 25 laps prior to their 50 laps 
around Silverstone on Monday). The 


top drivers would seem to be John © 


Lepp, Richard Down, Ian Bracey, 
Iain McLaren, Tony Charnell, Robin 
Smith, John Turner, Richard Lloyd 


and Derrick Worthington. 
Radio 1 saloons are split into two 
l5-lap races, with Radio 1 


ersonality Noel Edmonds making 
is debut appearance this season 


‘with his Opel. A 12-lap James Last 


5) 
} 


eet 


DAILY EX 


Clubmans will be in action at Oulton and Silverstone. 


Trophy special saloon event will see 
Colin Hawker’s DFV-engined Volks- 
wagen hybrid taking on the bi 
bangers of Tony Strawson and Nic 
Wattiez, while Peter Baldwin (Mini) 
and John Homewood (Imp) will be 
duelling for their class along with the 
two-cylinder half-BDA engined 850 
Mini of Peter Day. 

Single-seaters complete the pro- 

ramme with a Townsend Thoresen 

F Championship qualifier to be run 
in two 10-lap heats and a 15-lap final. 
Top runners will include Derek Daly, 
Mike Blanchet, David Kennedy, 
Matthew Argenti, Rick Morris and 
Geoff Smailes. A challenge is 
expected from the promising ex-rally 
driver David Lang. 


Oulton Park’ 


SILVERSTONE 


Hectic afternoon 
for all 


More than 200 competitors will 
assemble at Silverstone on Monday 
for the BRDC’s Easter Sports Car 
Trophy Meeting, the second round 
of the controversial RAC 2-Litre 
Sports Car Championship being the 
main attraction. Among those en- 
tered for this race are John Lepp’s 
Ultramar March 75S, ‘ony 
Charnell’s Chevron B31 FVC, the 


Chevron B26s of Robin Smith and 


_lain McLaren, the B23 of Pete 
MacNaughton and Ian Bracey’s 
Chandler Ibec Lola. Race distance is 
32 laps (50 miles). 

Special Saloons will be making up 
two grids in the nine-race pro- 

amme with Mick Leary’s ex- 
Sigawoor 7.2-litre Capri and Nick 
Wattiez’s ex-Doug Niven Boss Capri 
providing some heavy-metal oppo- 
sition for Colin Hawker’s F1-engined 
VW Fastback. Peter Baldwin and 
Bredon O’Mahony (Mini-Cooper Ss) 
and Rob Mason in George Bevan’s 
Imp will be appearing in the 
smaller capacity class, and Mason 


will no doubt be hoptig ice a victory - 


in the 1-litre Esso Uniflo race. 

Other scheduled races are rounds 
of the Rochas Classic Sports Car 
Championship, Tricentrol Clubmans 
Sports Car Championship, and 
Brush Fusegear FF series with such 
determined pilots as Jim Walsh, 
Matthew Argenti, John Bright, 
Richard Wills and Chris Skellern 
taking to the track. A Monoposto 


Championship race completes what 
promises to be a hectic afternoon’s 
programme. 


CASTLE COMBE 


More and more 


Providing rene. in even larger 
numbers than Silverstone, Castle 
Combe boasts a 10-race, 250-entry 
spectacular for Monday. This 
BRSCC meeting starts at 1.45pm 
and provides single-seater entertain- 
ment from FV, FSV and FF. The 
|, Super Vee race should see John 
Morrison (Lola), Bruce Venn (Elden) 
and Peter White (Royale) to the fore 
in the 18-entry field, while Alex 
Lowe, Nick Hawkins and Gordon 


Rae should provide value in the FV 
race. The BRSCC SW centre’s FF 
Championship event has entries 
from Clive Powell (Dulon MP15), 
David Toye (Royale) and Kees van de 
Grint from Holland among many 
others. 

Datsun-sponsored Special Saloons 
will have John Routley as main con- 
tender with Phil Winter challenging 
in the large class and the Imps 
of Jonathan’ Buncombe, John 
Homewood and Brian Prebble at the 
head of the small class. Classic 
Saloons make their first visit to the 
attractive circuit with ladies Wendy 
Taylor (Morris Minor) and Judy 
Andreason (MG Magnette) helping 
to keep the pre-Leyland British flag 
flying. Leyland Mini 1000 cars make 
an appearance, with Mike Curnow 
and Ian Briggs both entered. The 
Bristol Autocar Centre Trophy race 
for mod sports cars completes the 
Peeeremime with Robin Gray’s 

awrencetune Morgan one of the 
favourites. 


MALLORY PARK 
Bigger bonanza 


Easter Monday racing at Mallory 
Park sees a bonanza of Townsend 
Thoresen Championship FF1600 
races organized by the BRSCC Mid- 
land centre. Eight races are on the 
agenda with Formula Ford cars pro- 
viding half of them and, most likely, 
more than half of the excitement. 
Races for Clubmans, Renault 5s, MG 
T types and Formula 750 provides 
the variety. The Townsend Thoresen 
Formula Ford ensemble is scheduled 
for three heats and a final, with 
nearly 60 drivers entered. Racing 
commences at 2.30pm. 


LYDDEN 
Busy venue (2) 


The diminutive Lydden circuit south 
of Canterbury will be an exception- 
ally busy venue for motor sport en- 
thusiasts this holiday weekend with 
meetings on three of the four spring 
break days. On Good Friday the 750 
MC is presenting an 1l-race pro- 

amme for Formula Ford, saloons, 

ormula 4, F750 and F1300, plus 
Libres and Monopostos. Practice 
begins at 9.30am, racing at 2.00pm. 

Sunday will reverberate to the 
sound of multi-cylinder motorcycles, 
while on Monday motor racing and 
motorcycle racing makes way for 
rallycross with the third round of the 
lylaer championship. Tom Airey 
takes his Mini into the proceedings. 
with a six-point lead over John 
Button’s VW Beetle, the highest- 
placed Escort being the car of 
George Warren in fourth position. 
Finally, some more diversification is 
provided by motocross, which com- 
pletes the Monday programme. 
Sunday and Monday sport starts at 
2pm. 


LLANDOW 
Magnetism 


Starting at 2pm on Easter Monday, 
SWAC’s Llandow meeting at the 


‘fast ex-aerodrome circuit near Cow- 


bridge will include such crowd- 
pullers as Special Saloons and their 
unique “‘rally-prepared’’ car race. 
Also on the agenda are the ubi- 
uitous Formula Fords, Formule 
ibre and handicap races for Special 
Saloons and rally cars. 
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CROFT 


Taped up.... 


A total of 130 entries have been 
received for the BRSCC (Northern) 
Monday Croft meeting. Major event 
of the day will be the Direct Tapes 
roduction sports car race, of 10 
ee Ford Escort and Leyland Mini 
Challenge races follow before the 
Tate Haag | FF encounter and a 
Troy Tyre & Auto Centres Special 
Saloon race. The 1-litre Hitachi 
Special Saloons, MG _ T-types, 
Formule Libre and historic sports 
cars complete the nine-race pro- 
gramme. 


RUFFORTH 
....and again 


A seven-race programme constitutes 
Rufforth’s _BRSCC (Northern) 
Saturday meeting. Racing is as for 
Croft on Monday, but without the 
Hitachi Special Saloons or Formule 
Libre. The entry for the remainder is 
aie similar and action starts at 
pm. 


LOTON PARK 
Nick vRoy.... 


The second round of the RAC Hill- 
climb championship takes place at 
Loton Park on Easter Monday, and 
after his scintillating performance at 
Wiscombe last weekend, the 
question must surely be as to 
whether Sir Nick Williamson can. 
beat Roy Lane. The baronet of the 
hills showed that he had lost none of 
his touch nor s , while Lane him- 
self showed that he’s as quick as 
ever. So it may well be McRae versus 
March. 


in the Jo 


Hoping to get in on the act will be 
a host of other powerful cars such as 
those of John Cussins (5.7 Chevron), 
Ken MacMaster (2.2 Modus), Alistair 
Douglas-Osborn (3.0 Pilbeam), 
Malcolm Dungworth (5.0 Brabham) 
while Mike MacDowel will be trying 
to prove that power isn’t everythin 
by using his little 2.0 Ralt in whic 
he went so well last weekend at 
Wiscombe. Chris Cramer is suffering 
from too much power at the moment, 
or driveshafts that aren’t strong 
enough, so he may not turn up, but 
whatever, the competition will be 
very keen. There’s practice at the 
Shropshire hill on Sunday from 
12.15pm, while there’s more on 
Monday from 10.30am, with the 
timed runs starting at 12 noon. 


HAREWOOD 
Chisels out | 


The second round of _ the 
Guyson/BARC Hillclimb Champion- 
ship takes place on Easter Sunday, 
April 18, at Stockton Farm, Hare 
wood, in a meeting organised by the 
Yorkshire Centre of the BARC and 
sponsored by Shell. The class record 
breaking performance of Russ Ward 
Brown Motors Allard- 
supercharged Sprite at Prescott put 
him in the lead of the Championship 
after the first round, but the 
Northern drivers will be out to chisel 
away Ward’s lead on their home 
ground. 

It is expected that several RAC 
Championship contenders’ will 
attend the meeting before moving on 
to Loton Park in search of RAC 
ponte the next day. Guyson MD 

im Thomson is hoping to have the 
Guyson Vauxhall Firenza in action 
for the first time this season after its 
winter engine rebuild. 


a 


Making 
SANTA POD 


Decade of fun 
celebrated | 


‘Santa Pod celebrates its tenth anni- 


versary over the Easter weekend, 
and is putting on the biggest field 
yet of Pro Fuel dragsters with 11 
cars entered for eight qualifying 
spots — backed up ‘4 nine funny 
cars after their own eight spots. 

Star entry is of course Don Garlits, 
the legend of drag racing whose 
record is unequalled in the sport, and 
in its way in all motor racing, for he 
has been at the - more or ies con- 
tinuously since the mid-fifties and 
currently holds the American record 
at 5.6s at over 250mph. 

His car is already here, and he will 
arrive on Good Friday to join the 
others in Saturday’s qualifying 
session. Although his car will in fact 
be his 1975 model, which has 
managed a mere 5.7s time, a five- 


a triumphant foray to Britain is Don Garlits. 


second run is to be expected during 
the weekend. 

Leading the home entry will be 
Pete Crane in his_rear-engined 
‘Stormbringer’, in which he has 
recorded a 6.1s and will be capable of 
a very strong challenge. Owen 
Hayward and the Houndog will be 
joined by Allan Herridge in the new 
Santa Pod Raceway rail to make up 
the top four contenders. All are 
powered ns Poon very latest spec 470 
cu. ins Hemi — and _ possibly 
Herridge will have the aluminium 
Milodon version as used by Garlits 
and Crane. 

The Easter weekend normally 
attracts the biggest entry of the 
year, and over 200 entries in the 
other classes will ensure plenty of 
ae racing over the three days. 

aturday will be a qualifying day 
after Friday’s practice, with racing 
on Sunday and Monday. Admission 
will be 50p on Friday, £1.50 on 
Saturday, £2.00 on Sunday and 
£2.50 on Monday. Alternatively, a 
weekend ticket for £6.00 includes 
paddock passes for all four days, as 
does a two-day ticket for £5.00. 


‘ermnational evens = 


Date Venue 

Apr 15/20 | Africa 

Apr 16/20 | Ireland 

Apr 16 Oulton Park, England 
Apr 17/19 | Thruxton, England — 
Apr 18 Salzburgring, Austria 
Apr 18 Nogaro, France 

Apr 18 Bay Park, New Zealand 


Apr 19 Brands Hatch, England’ 


Apr 19 Zandvoort, Holland 


British events 


Venue 
Apr 15/16} Oulton Park, nr Tarporley, Cheshire 


Apr 16 Lydden, Lydden Village, Kent 

Apr 16 Snetterton, nr Norwich, Norfolk 

Apr 17 Rufforth, nr York 

Apr 17 Knockhill, Fife, Scotland 

Apr 17/18) New Smithfield, Shrewsbury Road, 
Oswestry. : 

Apr 17/18 | Harewood, nr Leeds, Yorks 

Apr 17/19 | Thruxton, nr Andover, Hants 

Apr 17/18/| Santa Pod, nr Wellingborough, 

19 Northants 

Apr 18 Snetterton. nr Norwich. Norfolk 

Apr 18/19} Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, Kent 

Apr 18 Knockhill, Fife, Scotland 

Apr 18 nanan, Midlothian, Scotland 

Apr 18 Talbenny Airfield, nr Haverford-west 

Aor 18 Curborough, nr Lichfield, Staffs 

Apr 18 Tregrehan Estate, St Austell, 


Cornwall (MR204052; 
1 ne nge g Car Pa 
th, Som. 


‘Apr 18/19| Loton Park, nr Shrewsbury, Salop 
Apr 19 Croft, nr Darlington, Co Durham 
Apr, 19 Mallory Park Nr Leicester 

Apr 19 Castle Combe, nr Chippenham Wilts 
Apr 19 Silverstone, nr Towcester, Northants 
Apr 19 Llandow, nr Cowbridge, Gwent 

Apr 19 Lydden, Lydden Village, Kent 

Apr 19 Bouley Bay, Jersey 

Apr 19 Broadhampston 
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Event 


East African Safari Rally 
Circuit of Ireland Rally 


European Championship ShellSport 5000 races 


European Formula 2 Trophy 3 

European Championship for Touring Cars 
Touring Cars, Grand Tourin, 
Touring Cars, Formula Vee, Formula Ford 


Cars, Sports Cars 


European Championship ShellSport 5000 races 


European Championship for Formula 3 Drivers 


ShellSport F5000, Allied Polymer Group FF2000, RAC British Touring Cars, 
Reliant 750s, F1300, F4, FF1600, Monoposto, Formula Libre, Special Saloons 


BRSCC Ford Escort Race, BRSCC Modified Sports, Direct Tapes Production 


rts Car Championship, BBC Radio 1 Production 


loons, Townsend Thoresen FF 


ShellSport F5000, Allied Polymer Group FF2000, Barbara Dickson FF1600, 


Productions Sports, BRSCC Ford Escort Race, om Mini Challenge, FF, 


istoric rts 
Renault 5, Sytner of Nottingham 


ports 
BRSCC Special Saloons, Levinnd Sint a Classic Saloons, Formula Vee, Mod 
RAC 2-Litre Sports Car Championship, Rochas Classic Sports, Tricentrol 


Clubmans Sports, Brush Fusegear FF, Jaybrand County League, Esso Uniflo 


Special Saloons, Rally Prepared Car Race, FF, Formula Libre, Rally Cars & 


. . ° : 
Event Status Club Start Details 
Race Meeting | 1I/R BRSCC (NW) 14.00 A 
BBC Radio 1 Production Saloons, MCD Clubmans Sports 
Race Meeting | R 750 MC 14.00 
Drag Race R NDRC \ 
Race Meeting | R 'BRSCC (N) 1200 
Sports, Tate Trophy FF, Special Saloons, Cluobmans, MG ‘T 
Sprint R 750 MC 13.15 = : 2 . 
Rally R Welsh Border CC Border Uniflo Rally (Motoring News Rally Championship round 3) 
Hiliclimb N BARC (YC) 12.00 Guyson/BARC Hillclimb Championship round2 
Race Meeting | IN/O BARC 12.00 European F2 Trophy F2, BP Super Visco F3, RAC British 
Touring Car Race, Ferrari Marque Race, DJM Records FF1600, 
Oldham & Crowther Thoroughbred Sports 
Drag Race IN BDRMRA 10.00 = 
Race Meeting | N/C BRSCC (EA) 14.00 RAC British 2-Litre 
: Saloons, James Last Trophy Special 
Race Meeting | I/C BRSCC 12,30 
Evening News ShellSport Escort Ladies Race 
Rallycross R 750 MC 13.00 Scottish Rallycross Championship round 
Sprint R 55 CC R Scottish Sprint Championship round 
Sprint R Pembrokeshire MC - Pursuit Sprint Welsh Association event 
Sprint R Nuneaton MC _ - 
Hillclimb R Truro & DMC 14.30 ASWMC Championship and Vintage Cars 
Autotest Cc Farnborough & DMC 14.00 Saloons, Production Sports ; 2 
ally R Chieftain Stages Rally ACSMC Rally Championship round 
Hillclimb N Hagley & DLCC 12.00 RAC Hillclimb Championship round 
Race Meeting R BRSCC (NC) 13.30 ‘ 
Special Saloons, MG ‘T’, Formula Libre, Grou 
Race Meeting | C BRSCC (MC) 14.30 eeene peers FF, MG 'T', F750, BRSC 
ubmans 
Race Meeting R BRSCC (SW) 1.45 
Sports, Formula Super Vee, BR 
Race Meeting R BRDC 14.00 
Special Saloons 
Race Meeting R South Wales MC 14.00 
Special Saloons Handicap 
Rallycross Cc TEAC - - 
Hillclimb Cc Jersey MC & LCC - = 
Autocross R Haldon MC - _ 
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Apart from winning the last 15 world championships, 
what else have they got in common? 


One make of disc brake pads. taken a lot of stopping. motorist would in many months. You'll find them in every box of 
All ten drivers relied on Ferodo At Monaco alone, Formula One And the braking standards we Ferodo brake linings and disc 

to do their stopping. drivers can get through as much set on the track aren't just for the brake pads. F E RODS 
And over fifteen years, they've braking in arace as an average record books. Disc brake pads and brake linings. 
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